
Dear Mr McEnery, 
 
We are a Filling Station, with a small retail outlet, and a staff of 15.  
 
We read with alarm the Government's plan to introduce a new Licensing System for Tobacco, with a 
proposed cost of €500 annually to the retailer. 
 
We are based in the West of Ireland, and the rate of economic recovery is at a glacial pace.  We are 
confronted by numerous price increases, insurance costs, wages increases, energy cost increases, 
and our Rates are now under review.  We are regulated to within an inch of our lives, with various 
licences , from Hydro carbon, Marked Fuel Traders, Auto Fuel Traders Licences, to waste water 
discharge licence, & Tax Clearance Certificate, etc. 
 
In addition to this, we also are subject to test purchases to ensure that we are compliant in the sale 
of Tobacco & Lottery products.   We are supportive of the legislation as it stands with regard to the 
sale of such products to under 18's and we think the focus of any licensing should be focused on the 
compliance with this legislation with penalties for retailers who do not adhere to the law. 
 
The legitimate market in tobacco sales is under pressure from illicit and smuggled products, and 
imposing a licence fee of this magnitude is going to put genuine retailers under further 
pressure.  This proposal would seem to focus on tax collection, rather than safeguarding the under 
18s or counter acting the sale of illicit product. 
 
We would like to register our strong objection to this proposal as it stands. We see it as just a further 
tax on the Tobacco retailing which is a highly taxed commodity as it stands, and the compliant 
retailers would appear to be targeted yet again. 
 
I hope that you will take our above points on board. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
JOHN & CATRIONA MCCORMACK 
EMERALD FILLING STATION, 
LOUGHREA, 
CO GALWAY. 
 


