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Introduction 
 

Early Childhood Ireland welcomes the opportunity to present to the Committee today to discuss the 

recommendations of the Citizens’ Assembly on Gender Equality regarding Care (recommendations 4-

12) and Social Protection (13-19). Our focus will be on Recommendations 8 and 9, which as 

Members know are focussed on ‘Childcare’ and ‘Paid Leave’.  

  

Childcare Recommendations 
 

(a) Over the next decade move to a publicly funded, accessible and regulated model of quality, 

affordable early years and out of hours childcare.  

 

(b) Increase the State share of GDP spent on childcare, from the current 0.37% of GDP to at least 1% 

by no later than 2030 in line with the UNICEF target. 

 

Having made a submission to the Assembly, and appeared before it virtually, Early Childhood Ireland 

was very pleased to see these recommendations. Ireland remains a laggard in terms of investment in 

early years and school-age childcare.  

 

As with other issues though, the members of the Assembly and the wider public are ahead of policy 

makers in their recognition of the value of early years education and care.  
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The government has however committed to major transformation and in that vein,  has accepted 

the recommendations of an expert funding group, which would, if implemented fully, achieve this. 

Indeed, if the government stays on track funding-wise, it may surpass its own commitments and the 

recommendation of the Citizens Assembly well before the end of this decade. 

 

Paid Leave Recommendations 
 

According to the Report laid before the Oireachtas, Paid Leave for parents should:  

(a)  Cover the first year of a child’s life.  

(b)  Be non-transferable to encourage sharing of childcare responsibility between parents.  

(c)  Provide lone parents with the same total leave period as a couple.  

(d)  Be incentivised by increasing payment levels to encourage increased take up.  

 

Early Childhood Ireland supports these recommendations as they are in the best interests of children 

and families. The Irish public also once again agrees, as borne out by multi-annual opinion polling 

which we have commissioned since 2018. 

 

 
 

While it is vital that these recommendations are prioritised, it’s also important to ensure that the 

needs of all children are accommodated and that any additional supports which families need in the 

first year of a baby’s life are also provided; up to and including centre-based or home-based early 

years care. We can say more about this if Members wish. 

https://first5fundingmodel.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Funding-Model-FINAL-REPORT-2.pdf
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If we could urge this Committee to consider one recommendation of your own, it would be that you 

assign the ongoing monitoring of the Citizen’s Assembly recommendation on public expenditure on 

early years and school-age care to a specific Oireachtas Committee. The First 5 strategy recognises 

the inappropriateness of using Gross Domestic Product as a measurement in Ireland, as it includes 

the profits of multinational firms which do not make or sell anything in Ireland despite being based 

in this country. As of now, it is the only measurement we have though. As part of its deliberations, 

the Oireachtas Committee could also examine this, which again would offer important political 

leadership on this crucial issue. 

Finally, with renewed thanks to the Committee for the invitation to appear before you today, we 

hope that your important deliberations will return time and time again to the rights of children to 

high-quality provision in what is and should also be valued as an essential public good. The indicator 

which should matter most to us all is that every child in Ireland has equal access to quality and 

inclusive early years and school-age care services. 

 

/Ends 
 

 

 

 

 

 


