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 Chairman  Flanagan,  Depu�es  and  Senators,  thank  you  for  the  invita�on  to  meet  with  you  today  to  brief 
 you  on  progress  towards  the  Sustainable  Development  Goals  (SDGs)  and  on  why  2023  is  such  a  pivotal 
 year  for  this  agenda.  In  2015,  all  UN  member  states  signed  up  to  Agenda  2030,  and  with  that  commi�ed 
 to  progressing  the  17  Goals  and  their  130  underlying  targets.  Today,  the  SDGs  represent  the  only 
 universally  agreed  framework  for  mee�ng  the  needs  of  all.  Indeed  the  Global  Goals  are  deeply 
 interconnected – a lack  of progress on one hinders  progress on others. 

 Given  our  engagement  with  you  in  the  past  year  on  the  global  food  crisis  and  in  par�cular  on  the  crisis 
 which  has  faced  many  millions  in  the  Horn  of  Africa,  I’m  sure  you  will  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  at  this 
 halfway  point  towards  2030,  many  African  countries  are  struggling  to  meet  most  SDG  targets.  The 
 catastrophic  levels  of  food  security  is  decima�ng  many  countries'  ability  to  even  fathom  achieving  the 
 SDGs.  Without  deliberate  policies  to  accelerate  progress  towards  the  SDGs,  by  2030,  at  least  492  million 
 people will be le� in extreme poverty. 

 Dóchas  members  and  their  partners  have  decades  of  exper�se  and  experience  in  not  only  responding  to 
 humanitarian  crises,  but  in  suppor�ng  communi�es  to  build  their  own  resilience,  address  their  own 
 development  needs  and  realise  their  rights.  For  some  communi�es  however,  holding  onto  those 
 development  gains  is  becoming  harder  and  harder.  There  is  an  increasing  number  of  crises,  escala�ng 
 humanitarian  needs  and  a  lack  of  adequate  funding  globally.  Aid  budgets  have  become  more  vola�le  and 
 stretched  amid  the  crises,  compromising  investments  in  long  term  development  and  climate  transi�on. 
 Unsustainable  debt  levels  also  con�nue  to  cripple  government  efforts  to  deliver  the  SDGs  with  23  out  of 
 50 sub-Saharan African countries considered to be in or at high risk of debt distress. 

 This  year  represents  a  significant  opportunity  for  Ireland  to  demonstrate  its  commitment  to 
 sustainable  development.  For  the  first  �me  in  5  years,  Ireland  will  present  a  review  of  its  SDG  progress 
 to  the  United  Na�ons  at  the  High  Level  Poli�cal  Forum  in  New  York.  Ireland  is  also  co-hos�ng  the 
 poli�cal  declara�on  for  the  SDGs  which  will  form  a  core  element  of  the  SDG  Summit  in  September. 
 Ireland  is  leading  the  journey  towards  the  achievement  of  the  Goals  and  has  a  cri�cal  role  to  play  to 
 galvanise  energy,  op�mism  and  ac�on.  As  President  Biden  men�oned  in  his  speech  to  the  Oireachtas 
 last  week  ‘  Ireland  carries  the  moral  authority  with  na�ons  around  the  world’.  Now  more  than  ever,  we 
 need to use this moral authority. 

 Indeed,  in  this  pivotal  year,  this  Joint  Oireachtas  Commi�ee  has  an  opportunity  to  be  a  champion  for 



 the  SDGs,  ensuring  that  ac�on  for  sustainable  development  leaves  no  one  behind  and  reaches  the 
 furthest behind first. 

 Ireland’s  own  policy  ‘A  Be�er  World’  illustrates  our  commitment  to  ensuring  our  overseas  aid  will 
 con�nue  to  be  poverty-focused  and  100%  un�ed.  However,  we  do  not  have  a  clear  ‘Framework  of 
 Ac�on’  and  monitoring  mechanism.  This  should  demonstrate  pathways  for  SDG  implementa�on  that 
 reach  the  furthest  behind  first,  plus  a  commitment  to  work  with  partner  countries  and  safeguard  civil 
 society  space.  A  roadmap  and  �meline  detailing  how  Ireland  will  meet  its  commitment  to  0.7%  is 
 overdue and would be a welcome ini�a�ve ahead of this year’s SDG Summit in September. 

 Today  I  am  joined  here  by  Mary  Van  Liesh  out,  Deputy  CEO  with  GOAL  and  Mary  Keogh,  Advocacy 
 Director  with  CBM  Global  Disability  Inclusion,  both  of  whom  will  give  you  an  insight  into  the  global 
 progress  against  targets,  the  impact  of  humanitarian  emergencies  in  delivering  upon  ambi�ons.  I  am  also 
 delighted  to  be  joined  virtually  by  Ana  Tenorio,  Global  Director  Educa�on  with  World  Vision  who  will 
 give  you  an  overview  of  how  we  are  progressing  on  realising  children  and  young  adults'  right  to 
 educa�on. 

 With that in mind we ask that you endorse the following asks: 

 -  We  ask  that  Ireland  lives  up  to  the  commitment  of  spending  0.7%  of  GNI  on  ODA  that  is  spent 
 overseas by 2030, and develop a roadmap and �meline as to how this will be achieved. 

 -  To  reach  the  furthest  behind  -  girls  and  women,  people  with  disabili�es,  refugees  and  those 
 who  are  displaced  within  their  own  countries  -  we  must  invest  in  local  and  women-led 
 organisa�ons  that  can  deliver  effec�ve,  community  led  solu�ons  in  order  to  accelerate 
 progress.  We  must  also  ensure  we  have  data  to  track  this  progress,  the  lack  of  data,  for 
 example on persons with disabili�es makes tracking progress challenging. 

 -  We  ask  that  Ireland  con�nues  to  increase  its  climate  finance  contribu�ons  beyond  2025, 
 including  financing  the  Loss  and  Damage  fund.  We  also  ask  that  Ireland  upholds  its 
 commitment  to  a  51%  reduc�on  in  emissions  domes�cally  by  2030  -  and  closes  the 
 implementa�on gap between ambi�on and ac�on. 

 -  We  urge  Ministers  McGrath  and  Donohoe  to  use  their  collec�ve  influence  to  push  for  debt 
 cancella�ons  for  Sub  Saharan  Africa  and  low-income  countries  to  ease  the  burden  of  debt 
 repayments. 

 -  We  ask  that  Ireland  uses  its  unique  role  as  co-chair  of  the  SDG  summit,  to  lead  and  revitalise 
 global  coopera�on  on  the  SDGs.  This  is  a  significant  opportunity  for  Ireland  to  communicate 
 our  commitment  to  mul�lateralism  and  our  shared  values  of  human  rights,  jus�ce  and  dignity 
 for all people. 


