
 
 

 

26 April 2022 

 

Oireachtas Éireann  

Leinster House 

Kildare Street 

Dublin 

D02 XR20 

 

RE: Opening Statement to the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs & Defense 

 

Thank you, Chairman Flanagan and committee members for inviting the Coalition of Irish Immigration 

Centers to meet with you regarding Irish Citizens Returning to Ireland to live.  I am grateful to be here 

with my colleagues, Celine Kennelly, Chair of the Coalition Board of Directors & Executive Director at the 

Irish Immigration Pastoral Center in San Francisco, and Ciaran Staunton from the Irish Lobby for 

Immigration Reform.   

 

The Coalition 

The Coalition of Irish Immigration Centers was established in 1996 to promote the welfare of Irish 

immigrants, and serve as the umbrella organization for Irish immigration centers throughout the United 

States. The Coalition is a strong, cohesive and representative voice for the needs of its membership, of 

which there are currently eleven centers from coast to coast, and in turn the Irish Diaspora at large.  

The Coalition examines the needs of the Irish Diaspora and supports its membership to enhance their 

direct service work by focusing on organizational and programmatic best practice, information sharing, 

data collection, national reporting, and the distribution of current, accurate and reliable information on 

topics pertinent to the Irish community, including, but are not limited to U.S. immigration policy, social 

services, as well as professional learning and thought leadership.  

The Coalition diligently cultivates and strengthens relationships within the Global Irish Community, and 

values the opportunity to share information, perspective and collaborative opportunities in support of 

the Irish Diaspora.  We are thrilled to be here today with our colleagues from Crosscare Migrant Project 

– a longtime diaspora partner of the Coalition, with whom we have collaborated numerous times to 



ensure that our information is current regarding policies and procedures for individuals and families 

intending to return to live in Ireland, making the transition home as smooth and streamlined as possible.  

 

The Irish Community in the United States 

Coalition member centers provide an array of culturally competent and confidential services, outreach & 

assistance to Irish immigrants throughout the United States. Though immigration may be the presenting 

problem for an individual, it is often coupled with a plethora of other challenges, including mental 

health and wellness concerns, community connection and in some cases planning a return to live in 

Ireland. 

The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated issues faced by the whole of the Irish community as individuals 

and families lost employment, and travel restrictions caused increased concern for loved ones abroad 

due to forced separation of families.  

Challenges were particularly harsh for the undocumented community with many employed in the 

industries which were first shut down and remained closed longest - construction, hospitality and other 

service-oriented professions.  The pandemic and associated year-long shutdown resulted in loss of 

employment, diminished savings and crisis situations for these individuals, who were also ineligible to 

receive U.S. government benefits, such as unemployment stipends and federal pandemic relief monies. 

Within this context, centers reported an increase in crisis returns, particularly from undocumented 

individuals and families looking to return to Ireland to live as a last resort; the pandemic became the last 

straw for many.     

In recent months there has been a general sense of relief throughout the Irish community as the U.S. re-

opens and resumes more typical modes of operation in all sectors. Requests for financial support related 

to COVID impact appear to have largely ceased cross-country, however, there are still Irish community 

members recovering from un/underemployment, in some cases resulting in housing insecurity. The 

number of inquiries related to returning to live in Ireland have leveled, though centers do report clients 

considering a planned return, mostly related to a desire to be closer to family and the availability of 

additional support at home. 

 

Challenges to Returning 

Coalition membership support individuals and families who are thinking of returning to Ireland to live in 

a variety of ways, including information and resource sharing, case management and referral to other 

agencies.  Additionally, a number of centers continue to provide services to their clients post return to 

assess well-being, provide case management and/or simply check-in.  These ongoing interactions 

highlight the challenges that present for Irish citizens upon their return, including: 



● Difficulty adjusting to living in Ireland again (social/emotional); 

● Obtaining Medical Insurance; 

● Accessing health care; 

● Acquiring a Drivers' License; 

● Obtaining Car Insurance; 

● Securing Housing;  

● Sourcing Employment; 

● Registering non-Irish family members for services (i.e. USC children or spouse). 

Several areas of particular concern relate to converting professional certificates, such as nursing 

credentials, medical repatriation for individuals in health crises in the U.S. who would benefit from 

healing or long-term care close to family members in Ireland, and the overall bureaucracy involved in 

these types of situations. 

 

Closing 

The Coalition is thankful for the ongoing and generous support received through the Government of 

Ireland’s Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade Emigrant Support Programme. We also value the strong 

partnership we share with the Embassy of Ireland in Washington, DC, the Consular offices across the 

United States, and other Irish Government posts.  

Once again, the Coalition thanks the committee for the opportunity to meet with you today.  We look 

forward to a robust conversation on the topic at hand; we are happy to answer any questions you may 

have, and provide any additional information following the call that you may find helpful.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Aileen Leonard Dibra 
Executive Director 
Coalition of Irish Immigration Centers 
aileen.dibra@ciic-usa.org • +1 914.837.2007 
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