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Chairman, Committee Members, 

 

Thank you for the invitation to meet with you.  

 

I would like to say a few words at the outset on a selection of significant issues, 

which have featured on the agendas of the EU Foreign Affairs Council and the 

UN Security Council since I met with you to discuss these topics in May.  

 

UNSC Presidency 

In September, Ireland served as President of the UN Security Council for the 

first time since October 2001. This will be the only time we hold the Presidency 

during our current term and therefore the month offered us a unique opportunity 

to advance our priorities.  

 

First and foremost, we succeeded in adopting a ground-breaking resolution on 

UN peacekeeping transitions. This ensures that the UN is properly prepared for 

the shift from peacekeeping to peacebuilding. The resolution was co-sponsored 

by 97 Member States, including the Council’s “Permanent Five”.  

 

We also convened a landmark debate at the level of Heads of State and 

Government on the linkages between climate change and security, chaired by 

the Taoiseach. We have initiated negotiations on a new resolution; the Council 

has never before adopted a resolution on the relationship between climate 

change and international peace and security. If we can achieve this, it will pave 



the way for the Council to take concrete actions to address climate-related 

security risks for the first time.   

 

In line with Ireland’s longstanding commitment to non-proliferation, we also 

convened and chaired a Council meeting to mark the 25th Anniversary of the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty.  

 

The Presidency was not just an opportunity to advance Ireland’s specific 

priorities. Our main responsibility was to manage the Council’s programme of 

work, and we chaired discussions on Libya, Sudan, South Sudan, Syria, Yemen 

and the Middle East Peace Process. I personally chaired a meeting of the 

Security Council on the situation in Afghanistan and our team in New York 

successfully led negotiations to extend the mandate of the UN Assistance 

Mission in Afghanistan, at what is a critical period.  

 

Managing the Council’s work in September also allowed us to present our 

vision of how the international community should address peace and security 

issues. We set a record for the number of women civil society representatives to 

brief the Council in a month. Instead of just discussing in the abstract the effects 

of conflict on women and girls, the Council actually got to listen to their voices.  

 

Middle East  

 

I am meeting with you today having just returned from a week in the Middle East, 

meeting with political leaders from Palestine, Israel and Jordan. The escalation 

of violence in Israel and Palestine in May served as a reminder of why continued 

engagement on the Middle East Peace Process is vital.  I addressed the UN 

Security Council and an emergency meeting of Foreign Ministers at that time and 

called, again, for the immediate cessation of hostilities, protection of civilians and 



for compliance with international humanitarian law. As you know, the Dáil at that 

time also passed a motion characterising Israel’s actions of ongoing settlement 

expansion and the demolition of Palestinian homes and infrastructure in the West 

Bank as de facto annexation.  

 

Over the last few months, actions on the ground continue to undermine any 

effort to engage meaningfully with a political resolution. In my meetings with 

President Herzog of Israel and Foreign Minister Lapid, I gave the clear message 

that Israel must immediately halt these actions and start to take concrete and 

sustained confidence measures to begin to rebuild some level of trust.  

 

In my conversations with the Palestinian Prime Minister and Deputy Prime 

Minister, I also made clear my view that democratic renewal and a clear path to 

elections in Palestine are essential to renewing the legitimacy and credibility of 

the Palestinian authority. In both Israel and Palestine, I met a wide variety of 

civil society, academic and media partners. In Jordan, I had detailed discussions 

with Foreign Minister Safadi about Jordan’s crucial role in the MEPP, Syria and 

other regional issues and I also had the opportunity with him to formally open 

Ireland’s Embassy in Amman.   

 

The prospect of a nuclear arms race in the Middle East is of enormous concern. 

The Iranian nuclear agreement, the JCPoA, is a vital safeguard in protecting the 

Middle East. I have engaged extensively with the parties to the JCPoA, in the 

context of Ireland’s role as Facilitator of the relevant Resolution on the Security 

Council.  

 

I am encouraged by the approach of the US, who have set out their clear 

intention to return and engaged intensively in parallel talks in Vienna between 

March and June. I am, however, deeply concerned by Iran’s continuing 



breaches of its commitments. I met the new Iranian Foreign Minister in 

September and urged Iran to return swiftly to talks, and to full compliance with 

its obligations.  

 

Ethiopia 

Finally, I would like to say a few words on a situation which is of grave concern 

to me. 

The events of the past year in Ethiopia have resulted in a humanitarian and 

human rights catastrophe. While responsibility for ending the conflict rests with 

the parties, but there is a moral imperative for the international community to 

take action.  

As de facto penholder on this file at the Security Council, we have been 

working ceaselessly - both in New York, with partners in the region and with 

parties to the conflict - to push for unhindered humanitarian access, an 

immediate cessation of hostilities and a negotiated solution. Ireland led the 

negotiation of last Friday’s UN Security Council statement which warned of 

incitement to violence by the use of inflammatory hate speech and called for 

respect for international humanitarian law and support for the efforts of the 

African Union Special Envoy, former President Obasanjo.   

The publication of the joint report last week by the UN Human Rights Office 

and the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission confirmed that abuses - some of 

which may amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity - have taken 

place in Tigray over a sustained period. EU Foreign Ministers will again discuss 

the situation next week, including the possible use of the Global Human Rights 

Sanctions regime in the light of the findings of the joint report.  



There are a number of other important issues which have been in focus in recent 

months, not least Syria, where Ireland plays a key role on the humanitarian 

access file; Lebanon, where our engagement on the UNIFIL mandate has been 

critical: and Afghanistan, where the humanitarian situation is of increasing 

concern. I would be happy to address these in more detail in responding to 

questions.   

 

I would like to thank Committee members for your continuing engagement on 

these and other foreign policy issues and look forward to your questions.  

 

 


