
Opening Statement to JCFAD by Sadaka-the Ireland Palestine Alliance. 11 May 2021. 
 
Israel occupied the Palestinian territory, i.e. the West Bank, including East Jerusalem and 
the Gaza Strip, as well as Syrian Golan, in 1967. 
 
Israel immediately commenced its civilian settlement programme throughout these 
occupied territories in breach of its responsibilities under international law as an occupying 
power.  
 
The Fourth Geneva Convention specifically prohibits an occupying power from transferring 
in, or incentivising the transfer, of its civilian population to colonise occupied territory. Such 
acts are grave breaches of international law and a war crime. 
 
Since 1967 more than 250 settlements have been established throughout the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem and are inhabited by more than 650,000 settlers. More than 250,000 of 
these settlers occupy settlements in East Jerusalem. 
 
The underlying intention of Israel’s settler-colonial enterprise is to embed a system of 
subjugation, domination and exploitation over the occupied Palestinian territory and its 
indigenous population. 
 
Since 1967 Israel has extended its laws and administration throughout the occupied 
territories. Palestinians in East Jerusalem do not even have the status of citizens in their 
own city. They are “permanent residents” according to Israel, with the same status as that 
available to foreign nationals living in Israel.  
 
The homes of about one-third of East Jerusalem’s Palestinian population remain under 
threat of demolition.  
 
The dispossession of Palestinians in their own city continues in 2021, in the midst of a global 
pandemic, with ongoing and accelerated expulsions, home demolitions and settler 
implantation in neighbourhoods such as Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan. 
 
Israel continues its policy of encircling East Jerusalem with settlements which cut off 
Palestinians in the city from their hinterland and communities close to the city, and at the 
same time removes Palestinians from the city to reduce their numbers. 
 
Throughout the West Bank Israel has built hundreds of settlements which fragment 
Palestinian lands via a system of walls, barriers, fences and checkpoints. Palestinian lands 
are taken, homes demolished, and resources, especially water, pillaged and used to the 
benefit of Israel and its illegal settlement enterprise, while settler-only infrastructure has 
been built throughout the territory. These are all grave breaches of international law. 
 
Israeli settlers live under Israeli civil law while Palestinians in the West bank live under Israeli 
military law. 
 



Israel’s actions in the West bank and East Jerusalem are part of a long-term strategy to 
establish irreversible facts on the ground and to obstruct Palestinian self-determination. 
 
Israel’s laws, policies and practices are designed to remove Palestinians and assert 
uninterrupted Israeli spatial and temporal presence throughout historic Palestine. 
 
For example, since 1967, Israel has reduced the Palestinian population in the Jordan Valley 
from 320,000 to 60,000 people.  
 
The goal is to take as much Palestinian land with as few Palestinians on it as possible, 
while confining Palestinians to Bantustan-style fragments of territory. 
 
The UN has consistently resolved that Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian 
territories are illegal. 
 
International law is unambiguous on the rights of people living under occupation who retain 
their collective right to self-determination and permanent sovereignty over their lands. 
 
Israel has annexed de jure East Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan. This does not grant legality 
to the annexation. 
 
De facto annexation is widespread throughout the West Bank. There is no distinction in law 
between de jure and de facto annexation.  
 
The focus of the international community on a de jure announcement of annexation is a 
political and diplomatic decision which gives maximum space to Israel to pursue its 
annexationist agenda while offering the perfect excuse for the international community to 
do nothing to protect the Palestinian people. 
 
International law is already broken by a de facto extension of sovereignty in the same way 
as under a de jure annexation. 
 
Annexation is a crime in international law. Continued inaction by the international 
community is no longer an option. 
 
The Government should immediately sponsor a motion in both houses of the Oireachtas 
declaring that de facto annexation has happened throughout the West Bank. 
 
Ireland must then take this position on annexation to the EU and the UN Security Council 
where it should seek similar recognition of the reality of de facto annexation as well as 
measures to defend the fundamental rights of the Palestinian people against Israel’s 
aggression. 
 
Given this Committee’s urgent concerns for the people of Sheikh Jarrah and other 
neighbourhoods under threat in East Jerusalem, it should seek these measures immediately. 
Words of condemnation are no longer enough. 
 



 
 
 
 
 


