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1. Myanmar gained independence in 1948, but was subject to an oppressive military junta 
from 1962 until 2011 when a gradual return to civilian rule began to progress.  

 
2. The 2008 constitution and free elections in 2015 signalled the beginnings of a 

democratisation process. However, on 1 February 2021, the day the newly elected 
Myanmar parliament was scheduled to meet for the first time following the November 
2020 election, the Myanmar military (Tatmadaw) seized control and declared a year-long 
state of emergency with a stated intention to hold new elections at the end of the state 
of emergency period.  

 
3. The coup followed the intensification of tensions between the military and the civilian 

government which crystallised further following the November 2020 elections which the 
National League for Democracy (NLD), led by Aung San Suu Kyi, won by a landslide. The 
military and the military-backed Union Solidarity Development Party (USDP) disputed the 
election result claiming widespread fraud and called for a re-run of the election.  

 
4. Leaders of the NLD, including Aung San Suu Kyi, have been detained and imprisoned and 

are facing various charges, including violating the country's official secrets act, possessing 

illegal walkie-talkies, publishing information that may ‘cause fear or alarm’ and 
contravening Covid-19 regulations.  

 
5. There has been widespread public opposition to the coup which catalysed into an 

extraordinary civil disobedience movement (CDM) spearheaded by Myanmar 
professionals, including doctors, bankers, civil servants, teachers, factory workers, 
transport staff, and many others. Hundreds of thousands of workers from across these 
sectors are striking and have been doing so for months. Their aim is to stifle the economy, 
cut off the military’s sources of revenue, and force an end to the military coup.  

 

6. The protests have seen the mass mobilisation of young people in Myanmar. This cohort 
of the population is playing a critical role in opposing the military coup. They are resolute 
in their resistance to military rule in Myanmar and are willing to make extraordinary 
sacrifices to ensure the return of freedom and democracy.  

 
7. Mass protests however, have diminished in size and frequency as the military crackdown 

has intensified. Nevertheless, some protests continue to take place sporadically and on a 
smaller scale despite the severe dangers and risks this involves.   

 

https://www.mm.undp.org/content/myanmar/en/home/library/democratic_governance/survery-of-myanmar-members-of-parliament--reflections-from-the-f.html
https://www.mm.undp.org/content/myanmar/en/home/library/democratic_governance/survery-of-myanmar-members-of-parliament--reflections-from-the-f.html
https://www.mm.undp.org/content/myanmar/en/home/library/democratic_governance/survey-members-of-the-second-hluttaw.html
https://www.mm.undp.org/content/myanmar/en/home/library/democratic_governance/survey-members-of-the-second-hluttaw.html
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8. Political responses to the military coup include the formation of the Committee 
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) by a number of elected NLD MPs in exile. The 
committee is comprised of 17 members (including two elected MPs from ethnic parties) 
and it seeks to conduct parliamentary affairs as per its November 2020 electoral mandate. 
The junta has charged the 17 members of the CRPH with incitement and has threatened 

anyone who contacts them with 7 years imprisonment. 
 
9. On 31 March 2021, the CRPH declared the abolishment of the 2008 Constitution and 

following that announced a new interim constitution, the Federal Democracy Charter.  
 
10. On 16 April 2021, the CRPH formed a National Unity Government with U Win Myint as 

President and Aung San Suu Kyi as State Counsellor. The NUG also includes cabinet 
members drawn from the NLD and other ethnic parties, all of whom are currently in hiding 
or outside the country. The NUG is seeking international recognition as the legitimate 

government of Myanmar. The junta has declared the NUG unlawful.  
 
11. The military has responded forcefully to repress all opposition in Myanmar. They have 

imposed martial law in some parts of the country; introduced curfews; and altered laws 
to prevent mass mobilisation and to undermine the civil disobedience movement.  

 
12. According to UN sources, over 700 civilians, including children have been killed by the 

military since the coup began. Many more have been seriously injured with over 3,000 in 
detention, including many held incommunicado or forcibly disappeared. Tens of thousands 

in the ethnic states have been displaced as villages have been targeted and bombed by 
the military. In the larger cities, there has been increased movement out to rural areas to 
escape the military crackdowns.  

 
13. The military’s tactics are increasingly indiscriminate and have included systematically 

attacking neighbourhoods, randomly discharging weapons into homes, and bombing and 
shelling villages in the ethnic states. The UN has reported the use of heavy artillery against 
civilians. There are also reports of the military targeting medical professionals with arrest 
and preventing those who need medical treatment from receiving it.  

 
14. In addition to a serious and deteriorating human rights crisis, a humanitarian crisis is 

looming in Myanmar. Many citizens have lost their jobs amidst the turmoil and can no 
longer afford to support their basic needs.  

 
15. The World Food Programme has warned that ‘an additional 3.4 million people will go 

hungry, particularly in urban centres, over and above the 2.8 million people considered to 
be food insecure in Myanmar before the military takeover’. Rural populations are likely to 
face food pressures in the longer-term. The food security situation has been exacerbated 
by price rises for key foods including rice and cooking oil.  

 
16. Communication systems have been severely disrupted since the coup. Access to the 

internet is restricted and the reliability of the service is limited.  
 
17. Myanmar’s economic situation is also deteriorating. According to a World Bank forecast, 

the country is expected to see a 10% contraction in its GDP in 2021. Some foreign 
investors have fled and prospective investment is avoiding Myanmar.  

 
18. A serious refugee crisis cannot be discounted should the security situation continue to 

deteriorate and economic prospects evaporate.  

https://crphmyanmar.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Federal-Democracy-Charter-English.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/04/1089612
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/04/1090342
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19. The EU and the US have imposed some sanctions on Myanmar. These include the 
imposition of financial sanctions and travel bans on key Myanmar military personnel.  

 
20. The US has also applied a series of sanctions including financial sanctions in respect of 

two of the military’s major conglomerates, Myanmar Economic Holdings Limited and the 

Myanmar Economic Corporation; the suspension of some trade deals; and the freezing of 
more than $1 billion of Myanmar government funds in the United States. 

 
21. At an ASEAN summit meeting on 24 April 2021, ASEAN agreed a five point consensus on 

the situation in Myanmar. The ASEAN group called for the immediate cessation of violence; 
constructive dialogue among parties; a mediation role for the Special ASEAN Envoy to 
Myanmar; the provision of humanitarian assistance; and for the ASEAN Envoy to be 
allowed to visit Myanmar.  

 

22. Although ASEAN’s five point consensus is welcome, there are issues which remain 
unaddressed. ASEAN did not call for the release of political prisoners; there are no explicit 
plans for dialogue with the NUG; and no clear timeframe for actions.  

 
23. The seriousness of the crisis in Myanmar should not be under-estimated. If the 

situation continues to escalate, the country risks becoming a failed state in the heart of 
Asia. The consequences of this are grave and include: unconscionable human suffering; 
economic and social devastation; a likely refugee and humanitarian crisis; and geopolitical 
instability in the region.   

 
 
Responding to the Myanmar Crisis  
The Oireachtas and the Irish government can play a role in opposing the military coup and 
supporting democratic forces in Myanmar by considering the following actions:  
 
• Encourage and support a robust leadership role for the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) which has a critically important role to play in addressing the crisis in 

Myanmar.  
 
• Use Ireland’s position on the UN Security Council and its network of Embassies across Asia 

to encourage ASEAN and individual countries in the region to leverage their efforts and 
influence to prevent the situation in Myanmar from deteriorating.  

 
• Support and endorse the work of the UN Special Envoy to Myanmar.  

 
• Support the maintenance of sanctions and push for additional targeted sanctions against 

military-run industries and businesses.  
 
• Publicly acknowledge the CRPH and the National Unity Government.  

 
• Push for the EU to strengthen its response to the situation in Myanmar.  
 
• Support an international arms embargo.  

 
• Apply pressure to leading gas and oil companies operating in Myanmar to temporarily stop 

giving taxes and other pipeline-related payments to the military regime.  
 

https://www.state.gov/burma-sanctions/
https://asean.org/storage/Chairmans-Statement-on-ALM-Five-Point-Consensus-24-April-2021-FINAL-a-1.pdf
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• Engage with tech companies to protect, improve and facilitate ongoing access to 
communication facilities in Myanmar (including supporting the provision of satellite 
internet access).  

 
• Encourage the fashion industry, which supports a large garment industry in Myanmar, to 

speak out more forcefully against the military coup.  
 
• Call additional witnesses to share evidence with the Committee, including for example, 

members of the CRPH, former Ambassadors to Myanmar, business interests in Myanmar, 
and UN personnel.  

 
• Defend the human rights of elected MPs in Myanmar by raising the crisis there with the 

Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).  
 
• Support public morale among Myanmar protestors and citizens by maintaining sustained, 

strong and vocal opposition to the military coup.  
 


