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Introduction 

Chair, distinguished Members of the Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to address you today. 

A Chathaoirleach agus baill an Choiste – is mór agam a bheith libh agus tá mé an-bhuíoch as 

an gcuireadh teacht chun cainte libh inniu ar ábhair fhíorthábhachtacha dúinne i nGluaiseacht 

na hEorpa in Éirinn, agus daoibhse mar choiste gan amhras. 

It is a privilege to be here to discuss the findings of European Movement Ireland’s 2022 Ireland 

and the EU Opinion Poll and the Conference on the Future of Europe. 

Both these topics and the insights presented by them have particular significance this year as 

we will mark 50 years of Ireland’s EU membership on 1 January 2023, while next year also 

marks the 25th anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement.  

And while I will not address that in my opening remarks, I am happy to discuss it further during 

our exchanges later.  

Ireland and the EU Opinion Poll  

Since 2013 European Movement Ireland has carried out annual, independent polling on 

Ireland’s relationship with the European Union.  

This year we carried out our research in two parts. We presented the first set of findings on 9 

May – Europe Day – to coincide with 50 years since the referendum where Irish people voted 

to join the then EEC. We presented the second set of findings on 21 September. 

Going back to May, the poll found that support for Ireland remaining a member of the EU 

increased by 4% since 2021 to 88%.  

The May 2022 poll also found that 76% of respondents agreed they have a good 

understanding of how the EU works. 
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The September 2022 poll found that 56% of people in Ireland believe that the EU is moving in 

the right direction. While up 3% from past year, it shows a gap between the 88% who support 

EU membership and those who believe the EU is going in the right direction.  

We found that young people (those aged 18 – 34) and older people (55 – 65+) had the 

strongest level of belief that the EU is moving in the right direction, up to 69% in some 

instances. While those aged 35 – 54 were the most pessimistic. This mirrors a similar trend 

across a number of questions.  

Turning to climate and energy, 58% agree that EU countries should be allowed to delay 

meeting EU environmental targets in order to deal with the current energy crisis. An 

overwhelming majority of people – some 86% – are concerned that the cost-of-living crisis is 

harming the EU economy. 

While responses from people when asked if the Euro has been positive for Ireland remained 

high at 72%, this is a 14% decline when we asked this question last in 2019. Then, 86% of 

people then believed that the Euro was positive for Ireland.  

As the Russian invasion of Ukraine enters its seventh month, 65% of people are in favour of 

Ukraine joining the EU, with 62% of people also agreeing that the EU should continue to allow 

more countries to join.  

The poll also shows that half of people believe the security situation in Europe means that 

Ireland should increase its defence spending. In our poll, when we asked if Ireland should be 

part of increased EU defence and security co-operation, 59% agreed – up 5% from the year 

before.  

Turning to Northern Ireland, some 57% support the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland 

while 35% don’t know and 8% disagree. This high level of don’t knows may indicate that there 

is a knowledge deficit. We saw the greatest levels of divergences across the different age 

ranges. Up to 50% of those aged 18 – 34 stated that they did not know if they support the 

Protocol. However, we saw increased support and less don’t knows for the Protocol in older 

age ranges, in particular those over 55 where support levels reached 75%. 

Meanwhile, almost one third of people – some 31% – believe there will be a united Ireland in 

the EU in the next ten years, while 43% disagree and 26% don’t know. Of any question we 

have asked in our polling data, the responses we receive on this issue remained constant for 

three years, which is noteworthy in itself. 

Conference on the Future of Europe 

While our polling provides a snapshot of sentiment at a point in time, our community 

engagement work builds on this to understand the views and ideas of people across the 

country. This approach was most recently applied to the Conference on the Future of Europe, 

which concluded the first part of its work during the summer.  



 

3 
 

Many members of this Committee will be familiar with the work of the Conference, and I want 

to mention those Oireachtas members who were also members of the Plenary - Ruairí Ó 

Murchú T.D., Senator Alice-Mary Higgins, Neale Richmond T.D., Niamh Smyth T.D. and, 

separately, Ireland South MEP, Deirdre Clune. I also want to express thanks to the Minister of 

State for European Affairs, Thomas Byrne, for his strong and consistent support. Many others 

engaged with it in this House or through some of the regional events. The engagement and 

support of members was vital to the success of the Conference process in Ireland. 

European Movement Ireland worked in collaboration with the Minister of State for European 

Affairs, Thomas Byrne T.D. and Department of Foreign Affairs to coordinate and organise 

broad, open, and inclusive events where people shared their ideas and views around the key 

themes of the Conference. 

Over 70 events included more than 4,500 people from islands, minority groups, young people, 

community activists and business. We made a particular effort to speak to people outside of 

the so-called bubble.  

  

Also, as part of the Conference, a multilingual Digital Platform was launched which received 

almost 19,000 ideas from over 53,000 participants. Irish citizens engaged most with the topic 

of European Democracy. Other areas with high levels of engagement included A Stronger 

Economy, Social Justice and Jobs, Digital Transformation, Climate Change and the 

Environment, Education, Culture Youth and Sport and Health. 

Across the discussions in Ireland, two key themes were evident. 

Firstly, people wanted better communication about EU issues and policies. Put simply, they 

want more information delivered in a simple and accessible way. 

Secondly, people thought that there is more potential to share best practices across Member 

States and policy areas. In other words, they see more opportunity to learn how to do things 

better from our EU neighbours and vice-versa.  

These two conclusions suggest that people want more information to understand how the EU 

relates to their lives and how it can make those lives better. 

Complementing the work of European Movement Ireland, I was also honoured to serve as 

Ireland’s National Citizens’ Representative to the Conference Plenary. Following an open 

competition, myself and Emmy Coffey Nguyen represented Ireland and presented our 

national recommendations over many days in Strasbourg across last winter and spring.  

The Plenary culminated in a report centred around 49 proposals that include more than 320 

measures for the EU institutions to follow up on under nine topics. 

We now need to ensure that recommendations are followed by tangible, implementable 

proposals that deliver on the issues raised. They cannot be allowed to gather dust in some 

report on a shelf. 
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The European Parliament responded to the Conference by calling for a Convention for the 

revision of the Treaties on 9 June, proposing among other things: a reform of voting 

procedures, more competences in the area of health, the right of initiative for the Parliament 

and strengthening rule of law procedures.  

Earlier this month, the Commission also rowed in behind a Convention, with President von 

der Leyen expressing support during her State of the Union speech.  

While many of the proposals do not require treaty change - some may. And it is evident from 

the calls for a convention that reform of the treaties is back as a talking point after becoming 

a taboo subject. There is some understandable reluctance to this.   

However, I would point out that a democratic process such as the Conference is a two-sided 

bargain. If you ask people to engage – then you cannot ignore the results of that engagement. 

A lack of follow through on recommendations from the Conference will only erode public 

trust in the EU, and any the future public engagement.  

The Conference was a bold democratic experiment. Was it perfect? Of course not. Perfection 

cannot be achieved over the course of one year.  

But the system of democracy is one based on evolution, one rooted in change. It rests on the 

principle of continually striving to be better, more inclusive, more representative. The 

Conference on the Future of Europe is part of that process. Those of us invested must 

advocate that it becomes part of the political infrastructure of the European Union.  

We know from the Conference that people want to be engaged on what the EU is doing, want 

to have their voices heard and want to contribute their opinions regularly. 

From our perspective we are very clear that we want this process to continue, up to and 

including treaty change, if that proves necessary. If we waste the opportunity presented by 

the Conference there will be consequences. But if we grasp it, we will be a little further along 

on the journey towards a more inclusive, more democratic, better functioning Europe.  

 

Thank you and I look forward to your questions. 


