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Chairman, members of the Committee 

 

Thank you for convening this session on the current situation in Ukraine and the European 

Union’s response. Russia’s unprovoked, brutal and unjustifiable aggression against Ukraine 

began 132 days ago. 132 days of unimaginable suffering and pain inflicted on the Ukrainian 

people. We are witness to their extraordinary courage and the inspiring leadership of 

President Zelenskyy and his government. 

 

I was the first Foreign Minister to visit Kyiv since the 24th February. During my visit, I met 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Kuleba and visited Bucha. What I witnessed there was 

profoundly shocking. I promised Minister Kuleba that I would report to the UN Security 

Council on my visit, which I did in April.  At that meeting I called on Russia to stop this 

senseless war.   

 

As a member of the UN Security Council, Ireland has sought to hold Russia accountable, 

urging it to end its war in Ukraine immediately, pushing for the protection of civilians and 

calling out Russia’s cynical attempts to use the Council and other UN bodies to spread 

disinformation. Ireland has also joined more than 40 countries in referring the situation in 

Ukraine to the International Criminal Court (ICC). Recognising the increased workload for 

the Court, I approved €3 million in additional funding to assist in the investigation of the 

situation in Ukraine, along with other situations before the court.  

 

Chairman, members of the Committee, 

 

The EU has demonstrated its ability to respond quickly in support of Ukraine and has 

displayed unity in its reaction. Since February, the EU has mobilised over €4 billion in 

support to Ukraine. This is in the form of macro-financial assistance, budget support, 

emergency assistance, crisis response and humanitarian aid. In addition, the EU is providing 



€2 billion of support to the Ukrainian armed forces under the European Peace Facility.  

Ireland is contributing €44 million, towards non-lethal elements only. Bilaterally, Ireland has 

also provided €20 million in humanitarian assistance to Ukraine and neighbouring countries, 

including Moldova.  

 

In March, the EU activated the Temporary Protection Directive to offer quick and effective 

assistance to people fleeing the war. Since then, Ireland has welcomed almost 40,000 

Ukrainians to our shores. 

 

Just last month, the European Council decided to grant candidate status to Ukraine – an 

important message that Europe stands with Ukraine. I’m pleased to say that Ireland was one 

of the strongest supporters of Ukraine's application. Ukraine had been making good progress 

on reforms, and we look forward to seeing this continue as part of Ukraine’s path towards full 

EU Membership. Last month’s ratification of the Istanbul Convention was a clear indication 

of Ukraine’s commitment to aligning with EU standards.  

 

Since 23 February, with active Irish support, the EU has adopted the most significant set of 

sanctions in its history. In total, 1,158 individuals and 98 entities in Russia and Belarus are 

now sanctioned. Sectoral sanctions are targeting the financial, energy, technology, defence 

and transport sectors, as well as Russian media involved in spreading disinformation. The 

sale of EU luxury goods to Russia is prohibited, as is the import from Russia and Belarus of 

certain products. As I have repeatedly stated, Ireland supports the toughest possible sanctions, 

and we are ready to support a ban on Russian gas, building on decisions already taken with 

respect to oil and coal. 

 

Chairman, members of the Committee, 

 

We don’t know how long the war will continue but we know that a global financial effort will 

be required to rebuild Ukraine after the war. The EU won’t be found wanting, and Ireland 

will continue to provide steadfast support to Ukraine and its people.  


