
DRAFT: Councillor Feeney Speaking Note 

Thank you Chair, it’s a privilege to be here this morning. 

I’d also like to extend a formal welcome to President Tzitzikostas on his visit to Ireland, we’re all delighted 

to have him here. 

Two weeks ago, the ALDE European party conference took place in the Convention Centre. During it I had 

the honour of sitting on a panel discussion entitled “Bringing Europe closer to your local community”. 

Throughout there were dozens of ideas and visions shared about how to bring Europe to the local 

community. But one point was raised repeatedly: “the need for all levels of governance – the European, 

the national, and the local – to better work together”.  

This was the point participants, not just from Ireland, but across Europe returned to, time and again. 

It’s a point, I know, President Tzitzikostas has raised previously during our debates concerning how to 

bring Europe closer to its people.  

Because the time of the two-dimensional European model based simply on EU institutions and national 

governments is over. This model has shown its limits. And the citizens have rejected it. 

Citizens who are passionate about Europe, and who like all of us in this room, want to see the European 

project succeed. 

These citizens, our citizens, our small business owners, our farmers and our youth have all voiced their 

desire to feel part of Europe, to be part of Europe. Be part of the decisions made, be part of the drafting 

of policy priorities and being part of defining Europe’s identity on the world stage.  

But this all starts by making Europe accessible to the grass roots, to our local communities. 

If Brexit has taught us one thing it’s the need for citizens to understand what Europe is doing for them. 

This means moving beyond the Brussels bubble and its acronyms and in-accessible lingo, and even. To a 

certain extent, moving beyond rooms like this. Its about making Europe available to everyone, in every 

community across our island, it’s about giving our communities a sense of ownership with Europe. 

And the key to this is accessibility.  

It’s a point that was repeatedly raised during the recently completed Conference on the Future of Europe. 

Making Europe more accessible. And this means making Europe accessible at a local level. 

It is clear that the Irish Delegation to the CoR is indeed doing this. Members are playing a leading role in 

the work of the Committee of the Regions, be it influencing EU policies on the citizens’ dialogue, the 

Conference on the Future of Europe, free trade agreements, the New European Bauhaus, EU-UK relations, 

digital education, the inclusion of cities in CoP 27, small urban areas for a just transition and through my 

own opinion on building a Europe of equality and protecting LGBTIQ+ rights. 

Our delegation chose and championed these issues because we know how important they are to the Irish 

public. But unfortunately, due to the lack of supports and frameworks available to our local councils for 

maximising participation in the programmes and initiatives of the EU, we are not maximising the benefits 

of this work for the communities we’re working on behalf of. 



 

Since 2013 Ireland, as a Member State, has been a net contributor to the EU, we’re giving more than we’re 

getting back financially. But when it comes to supports and partnerships for our local communities, there’s 

so much more that we can be getting. That I believe we should be getting. 

And this is my key point, our local councils need to be empowered not only to work vertically, but 

horizontally. They need to be empowered so that when they and their communities are faced with a 

challenge, like COVID-19, they can access a wealth of knowledge and resources from other Councils across 

Europe. Councils just like them. But they need the proper supports and frameworks to do this. 

So, I’m asking you today, in your capacity as Oireachtas Committee on European Union Affairs, please 

support our local councils and work with them to develop the tools and frameworks they need, so that 

they and their communities can access Europe and truly feel part of Europe.  

Thank you. 
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