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Ladies and gentlemen, 

I am delighted to have the opportunity to follow up on our discussions of 15th of March. I like 

to think that the consistent exchange with myself and fellow Ambassadors of Ukraine, 

Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Poland added momentum to your decision to travel to 

the countries affected by the humanitarian crisis. 

First, let me congratulate the Joint Committee on European Union Affairs and its leadership 

for its critical role in responding to the needs of the Irish people to stay tuned to the horrible 

realities of the war in Ukraine and to remain updated on the European Union endeavours to 

support the people of Ukraine and to sanction the aggressor. 

Although separated by geography, Romania and Ireland are together in these endeavours, 

contributing to the strong and unprecedented unity of action of the European Union. We may 

be far apart, at the two extremities of the European continent, but the ugly realities of the war 

have shown how close we are and how close we should be in defending our common values, 

the liberties of our citizens, the democratic backbone of our public lives, the independence 

and sovereignty of our countries for which our ancestors gave their lives. With these and 

upcoming challenges ahead of us, Ireland and Romania should work even closer together.  

And this is already happening. I want to praise the decision of the Joint Committee on 

European Union Affairs to send a delegation of its members to Romania and to the Republic 

of Moldova, to witness first-hand how the authorities and the peoples of these two countries 

handle the humanitarian challenges posed by huge numbers of Ukrainians who are fleeing the 

war to safety. We – together – stand with Ukraine, but I am sure that after the meetings in 

Chișinău, Palanca, Suceava, Siret and Bucharest, Romania and the Republic of Moldova will 

have an even larger place in your hearts and minds.  

Allow me to mention in this context the joint initiative of the Romanian, French and German 

governments to raise awarness to the particularly sensitive and difficult situation in the 

Republic of Moldova in the context of the Russian aggression in neighbouring Ukraine. 

Following the Moldova Support Conference organized on 5th of April in Berlin and co-hosted 

by the foreign ministers of Romania, France and Germany, many countries – including 

Ireland - pledged specific support to the Republic of Moldova via the Moldova Support 

Platform. I take this opportunity to thank Ireland for providing substantial support to the 

Republic of Moldova, in the context of the humanitarian crisis, but also in the process of 

joining the European Union. 

The joint support for the Republic of Moldova is only one of the many areas in which 

Romania and Ireland will work closer together in the future. Later this afternoon, senior 

officials in the ministries of foreign affairs of our two countries will hold political 

consultations. It may look as a coincidence, but this shows the intensity with which our two 



countries are prepared to work together. In less than a month, Romanian Minister of State for 

European Affairs, Mrs. Daniela Gîtman, will travel to Dublin to engage with her counterpart, 

Minister of State Thomas Byrne. A delegation of the European Affairs Committee of the 

Romanian Chamber of Deputies is also scheduled to come to Dublin to consolidate the 

dialogue at the parliamentary level.  

Our bilateral relationship grows stronger and the recent trip of the delegation of the Joint 

Committee on European Union Affairs to Romania was a consistent part of this process. One 

obvious conclusion after this trip is that our two countries will continue to support the 

European aspirations of the people of Ukraine, Georgia and the Republic of Moldova.  

Thank you again for the invitation! I am looking forward to taking your questions and 

listening to your comments!  

 


