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18 February 2022 

  

Léargas Introduction Statement - European Year of Youth 2022 

 

Good morning Cathaoirleach, Deputies and Senators.  

 

My Name is Lorraine Gilligan and I am Executive Director of Léargas.  I am joined this morning by 

my colleague Emma Grainger, Manager of our Strategic Initiatives Team in Léargas, and also as our 

contact point for the European Year of Youth, she will assist with any detailed follow-up queries you 

have as required.  

 

I would like to begin by thanking you, for the opportunity to join you this morning to discuss the 

European Year of Youth. 

 

In addition to my introduction, you will also find more detail in our submission document provided 

by Léargas to the Committee. 

  

The decision by the European Parliament and Council to officially designate 2022 the European Year 

of Youth is intended to strengthen efforts to celebrate, support and engage with young people 

across the EU, in recognition of the impacts that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the 

opportunities of young people.   

 

A range of European Year of Youth activities and initiatives will be organised at national, local and 

European levels throughout the year.   Young people and those who work with young people across 

all settings can discover more about these activities and how to participate in them.  

 

In Ireland, the European Year of Youth is coordinated by Léargas in partnership with the Department 

of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY). 

  

For those of you who may not be very familiar with Léargas. We have been a National Agency for 

EU Programmes for over 35 Years. We deliver European exchange programmes in Adult Education, 

School Education, Vocational Education and Training, Youth, Volunteering and Community work. 
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Participants in our programmes include young people, school pupils, vocational learners, and youth 

workers, as well as staff.  

 

We place a strong focus on inclusion and diversity and adopt an active and supportive approach to 

our work in administering EU funding and programmes. 

 

In this time, we have been privileged to witness how these exchanges and opportunities connect 

people in different communities and countries and bring a European dimension to the lives and 

work of people and organisations across Ireland.    

 

In Léargas we see the European Year of Youth as an exciting opportunity to amplify and bolster the 

work already being undertaken by our own beneficiaries across all sectors that work with young 

people, but also seek to embrace the opportunity to connect, engage and empower those from 

other networks (and none) who are working with young people and who want to become more 

involved.  

 

The European Year of Youth has so much potential, and we are ready to take this responsibility. It is 

one that we recognise as important now, and even more important for the future.  

 

The network of National Coordinators across Europe is made up of a combination of National 

Agencies, which, like Léargas have responsibility for EU Programmes; Youth Councils; and Ministries.   

 

Each National Coordinator was asked to submit a workplan for the year to the European 

Commission, we are awaiting their feedback before our activities can begin in earnest, and the 

activity plans we will discuss are currently pending approval.    

 

The activities included in our proposed workplan for the European Year of Youth are;  

 

• Convening a steering group made up of relevant organisations and representatives of key government 

departments which will inform, guide and support the actions of the National Cordinator throughout 

the year. 

• Distribution of micro-grants scheme to grassroots and locally organised groups of young people for 

youth-led activities, and for regional and national events promoting the priorities of the year and 

opportunities for young people at national and EU level.    
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• Hosting specific and targeted European Year of Youth Events across Ireland to attract young people 

and those working with them to find out more about how they can participate and discover new 

opportunities for young people.  

• Leveraging the network of current beneficiaries of Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps 

Programmes (approx 640 live projects) and other networks such as eTwinning and Eurodesk to 

engage with the European Year of Youth ; by taking part in events, developing their own events and 

branding existing events to enhance the visibility of the year and its objectives.   

The European Commission budget available to Ireland for the coordination role of the European 

Year of Youth is €143k.   It is worth noting that while the budget for activities directly to European 

Year of Youth is modest, in 2022 Léargas estimates a bursary of approx. €23m under Erasmus+ and 

European Solidarity Corps combined.  

 

In Léargas we have the responsibility always - but particularly in this year - to work closely with 

Youth work and other organisations and groups across Ireland, to help connect young people to 

opportunities and decisions that can change their lives.   

 

Of course, at the centre of all these plans are the most important voices of all in this year, the voices 

of young people themselves.  One-quarter of the steering group is representatives of young people 

from across Ireland.  

 

At an event hosted by the European Commission Representation in Ireland and European 

Movement Ireland just last week, Harry McCann - a young social entrepreneur who is part of the 

steering group and the pool of European young journalists - quoted Archimedes to illustrate the 

importance of the young person’s role in this process:   

 

“Give me a place to stand, with a lever long enough and I will move the whole world.”  

 

In Léargas, we see a significant role of the National Co-ordinator to create this space for young 

people and those working with them, so that they can take it as their own, and the European Year 

of Youth shines a spotlight on their experiences, views and actions.   

 

In the European Year of Youth, we want to shine a spotlight on all of the spaces and ways that young 

people can individually and collectively express themselves by creating a hub of easily-accessible 

activities under the European Year of Youth banner.    
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We want to create new opportunities at the grassroots level, to bring more young people into that 

spotlight and support them to see the different paths to improve their participation.    

 

We want to work with our amazing partners - youth organisations, arts and sports groups, and 

schools – to reach all the sectors that are passionate about the empowerment of young people and 

make sure more young people can access the information and opportunities they need.   

 

And finally, we want to direct that spotlight onto the spaces that are not always seen: we want to 

make sure that the European Year of Youth is focused on Inclusion and Diversity and actively seeks 

out young people who feel unconnected or not involved, or don’t believe Europe is speaking to or 

holds anything for them.  They should feel the spotlight and the warmth of European opportunities 

too.   

 

In Léargas, we know from experience that doing an Erasmus+ youth exchange, building a Youth 

Participation project in your community, having the chance to volunteer through the European 

Solidarity Corps or to explore Europe with a programme like DiscoverEU, are all tools for personal 

and organisational learning. We have seen that the growth that takes place through these activities 

is transformational.    

 

The European Year of Youth holds that potential for 2022 and beyond, to be a powerful call for 

courage and change, for solidarity and action. We all want our young people to be confident and 

connected, ready to take their space, to take their opportunities and to use their voices.   

 

As National Coordinator for the European Year of Youth, Léargas would like to ensure that young 

people and those working with them are encouraged to deepen participation and growth. That they 

are empowered in their rights to express themselves, their ideas and share their lived experiences; 

they are already active and expressing themselves on important issues like climate and the 

environment, inclusion and equality, mental health, housing and education to name a few.  

 

A European Year of Youth can help to ensure a legacy of action and engagement with decision-

makers in the policy areas and topics that are crucial for them as full and active citizens.   


