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I thank the Chairman and members of the Committee for the 

invitation to brief you this morning.  

 

Let me firstly update the Committee on the Northern Ireland 

Protocol.  

 

A Cathaoirleach, 

 

Last week the European Commission delivered on its promise to the 

people and business in Northern Ireland to address their practical 

and genuine concerns.  

 

The EU’s proposals will make it easier to move goods and medicines 

from Great Britain to Northern Ireland.  They also provide a 

framework for Northern Ireland having a greater say in how the 

Protocol works. 

 



However, the EU cannot resolve these issues alone. We need a 

partner who is willing to work with us.  We want to get to a jointly 

agreed and durable solution that provides stability, certainty, and 

predictability for people in Northern Ireland.  

 

Now is the time for the UK Government to engage constructively on 

practical solutions so the benefits of the Protocol can be shared by 

people from all communities. 

 

It was clear from talking to my European counterparts in 

Luxembourg yesterday that there is strong support for the 

Commission’s approach and, as ever, strong solidarity with Ireland.  

 

A Cathaoirleach, 

 

Yesterday in Luxembourg, I also discussed a range of other issues on 

the EU agenda including the Commission’s second Annual Rule of 

Law Report, the Conference on the Future of Europe, 

NextGenerationEU and the draft conclusions for the European 

Council taking place tomorrow and Friday. I am happy to speak on all 

of these areas with Committee members in further detail shortly. 



 

A Cathaoirleach, 

 

The EU is a union of laws and values.  

 

The rule of law is a fundamental principle for all EU Member States 

and it is of vital importance that the rule of law is preserved, 

protected, and promoted across the Union. I welcomed Commission 

President Ursula von Der Leyen’s strong words on protecting the 

Rule of Law and our European values in her recent State of the Union 

address.  I also welcomed her speech in the European Parliament 

yesterday morning where she once again emphasised the 

importance of the rule of law.   

 

Ireland has consistently supported the development of a more 

comprehensive range of tools by the Commission to ensure that 

Member States adhere to their obligations under the EU Treaties. 

This includes the Commission’s Annual Rule of Law Report and the 

Rule of Law budget conditionality mechanism. 

 

As EU Member States, there is an onus on us all to comply with 

determinations of the European Court of Justice with a view to 



maintaining our shared legal order.  As part of membership of the 

Union, it is also essential that Member States accept the primacy of 

EU Law. 

 

The judgment of the Polish Constitutional Tribunal, which has been 

made official is therefore a cause for concern to Ireland.  This ruling 

is the latest development to heighten concerns about judicial 

independence in Poland following justice system reforms. These 

include changes to the disciplinary regime for judges which the Court 

of Justice has said is not compatible with EU law.   

 

This development underlines the importance of ongoing scrutiny and 

discussion of the kind provided by the Rule of Law dialogue.  

 

A Cathaoirleach   

 

Briefly, to conclude, I also updated my Council colleagues yesterday 

on Ireland’s national programme for the Conference on the Future of 

Europe. I will also participate in the second Plenary meeting of the 

Conference this weekend as will my colleague, Minister of State, 

Pippa Hackett. 



 

I am determined for my part as Minister for European Affairs to see 

what more can be done to publicise the Conference and encourage 

greater public engagement.  

 

We cannot be indifferent about the Conference as it is too important 

in terms of the valuable opportunity it provides for ordinary citizens 

to have their say on Europe’s future and also the recommendations 

which might ultimately result from the process now underway. 

 

I am happy to take questions from members of the Committee.  

 

 


