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Thank you for the invitation to meet with the Committee today. As a 

Committee, we are always keen to engage on matters of common 

interest. The UK withdrawal from the European Union has presented 

challenges for both of our jurisdictions and we welcome the 

opportunity to work through those challenges. 

You will be aware that there is a range of views on the Committee 

regarding UK withdrawal and the associated Ireland/Northern 

Ireland Protocol. But we are united on the need to make the best of 

the circumstances we find ourselves in. 

The Committee takes a strategic view of EU affairs in general and the 

implications of withdrawal in particular. While the detail of transition 

and adjustment lies with other Statutory Committees of the 

Assembly, our Committee scrutinises how the Department and the 

Executive engages with the issues at hand. 

We have regular updates on EU matters from the Junior Ministers of 

the Executive Office, we hear from the Dedicated Mechanism tasked 

with overseeing equality and human rights standards post-Brexit and 

we hear from officials on matters such as EU funding programmes. 

Inter-governmental relations are an important aspect of our scrutiny 

work. How we engage north and south, east and west, and beyond, 

is more important than ever. To that end we have urged the 

Executive to be represented where decisions are being made and 

where negotiations are taking place, particularly on the various 



bodies associated with the Withdrawal Agreement and the Trade 

and Co-operation Agreement. 

The Committee has also been making representation for the 

Assembly to be represented on the Parliamentary Partnership 

Assembly to be better connected with EU-related developments. 

The changes that have come about have added considerable 

complexity to our work and it is only through partnership and 

interaction that we can negotiate a path through the challenges that 

we face. 

I look forward to the conversation and I remind Members of the 

Committee for the Executive Office that they are here in their 

capacity as Committee Members. 

 

 

At the end of the meeting: 

Thank you again for the invitation and for the engagement. It has 

been very informative for us, as I hope it has been for you. The 

current situation makes it more important than ever that we keep 

engaging, so we would hope to invite you (virtually) to Belfast in the 

future. 

 

 


