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I would like to thank the Chair and Committee members for inviting the Embassy of 
Canada to this important discussion on CETA, the Canada-EU Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement. 
 
I am the Chargé d’affaires of the Embassy of Canada to Ireland. In my 20-year career 
with Global Affairs Canada, I’ve worked extensively with small companies helping them 
navigate the world of international business.  
 
I’m joined today by my colleague at the Mission of Canada to the EU in Brussels, 
Reuben East. Mr. East has been a senior counsel and negotiator in several trade 
agreements, including CETA. 
 
Although I’m a “come from away” as they say in Newfoundland, I’ve been delighted by 
the warmth of Irish people in my year and a half here so far. I’m also impressed with the 
resilience I’ve witnessed in my own community during the pandemic. 
 
Before the pandemic, there wasn’t a day that went by where I didn’t meet someone with 
a relative in Canada. Ireland and Canada have a deep and historical connection, and 
the relationship of our two countries is based on strong personal and family ties; 14% of 
Canadians (almost 4.5 million) claim Irish ancestry. 
 
Just last month, Canada’s House of Commons officially declared March as Irish 
Heritage Month, recognizing the important contributions that Irish-Canadians have 
made to Canada. 
 
This strong bilateral relationship, based on a shared history and shared values, greatly 
benefits both countries in the increasingly uncertain world that we live in. It is more 
important than ever that like-minded countries, Ireland and Canada, work together to 
address global challenges.  
 
Canada greatly values our deep partnership with Ireland, and the common approaches 
we have on many global issues such as climate change, environmental protection, and 
a commitment to multilateralism. 
 
We face a common challenge in our economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Some countries have responded to this crisis by putting up trade barriers; Canada’s 
preferred approach is through cooperation with trading partners, improved 
transparency, and rules-based trade.  
 



 

 
 
 
The pandemic has also shone a light on the challenges we face with global supply 
chains, and the risks of relying on a single supplier. Open supply chains are more 
important than ever in advancing our countries’ economic recovery from COVID-19.  
 
Ireland and Canada are both trading nations, and our economic recovery depends on 
strengthening our global trade and investment relationships. Our recovery also depends 
on building the resilience of our small and medium-sized companies (SMEs).  
 
SMEs are the backbone of our economies; they make up the vast majority of our 
exporters, and face greater barriers to international trade. Our SMEs have been some 
of the hardest hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
In my experience working with SMEs and start-ups, going global can be intimidating.  
Small companies often have limited resources for market research, business planning 
or deciphering customs regulations. I’m sure many Irish companies can relate to this. 
SMEs stand to benefit the most from CETA’s tariff elimination, clear rules for goods and 
services exports, and simplified customs procedures. 
 
The economic benefits of CETA are clear, starting with Ireland’s €1.6 billion trade 
surplus with Canada. Since CETA was provisionally applied, Irish exports to Canada 
increased by 58%. CETA also opens new opportunities for Irish companies to bid on 
Canadian government procurement, and facilitates the freer movement of business 
people (once we can travel again). 
 
Certain sectors of the Irish economy have seen a significant growth in exports to 
Canada since 2016, including dairy, baked goods, textiles, beverages, Irish whiskey and 
spirits. During this timeframe, Irish beef exports to Canada increased by 700% and 
cheese exports by over 400%. 
 
Our two-way investment has also grown. The 75 Canadian companies that have 
opened an office or invested in Ireland have created over 15,000 jobs. CETA presents a 
major opportunity for Ireland and Canada to build on these benefits, and create jobs in 
both countries. 
 
Ireland and Canada understand the important role international trade can play in 
projecting our core values in the international system, like climate action and gender 
equality. CETA is a comprehensive and inclusive trade agreement with high standards 
for consumers and workers; it upholds the high levels of labour and environmental 
protection that our citizens expect.  
 
CETA preserves the ability of Ireland and Canada to adopt and apply their own laws 
and regulations in the public interest, such as the protection of public health, the 
environment and labour rights. 



 

 
 
 
CETA supports ongoing dialogue and collaboration on labour, environment and 
sustainable development practises in trade through various forums such as CETA 
committees and domestic advisory groups, and an annual Civil Society Forum on 
Sustainable Development.  
 
One recent example of cooperation was a workshop in March on CETA opportunities in 
the clean technology, which had over 300 participants including businesses in Canada 
and Ireland. This kind of cooperation is inspired and facilitated by CETA and is 
increasingly important as we work together towards more inclusive and sustainable 
trade.  

 
Both Ireland and Canada must mobilize efforts to rebuild our economies post-COVID 
while delivering on climate action.  
 
The question is not whether or not we need to trade to hasten economic recovery. 
Rather, how we strengthen rules-based trade and increase predictability, stability and 
economic opportunity for our businesses. 

 
CETA upholds and promotes the values that Canada and Ireland share. Under the 
deeper economic and trade relationship enabled by CETA, Ireland and Canada can 
look forward to the next phase in the development of our partnership.  
 
Thank you for your time, we are happy to engage in this process and can provide any 
additional information required by the Committee. Reuben and I welcome your 
questions. 
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