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I am delighted to be joining the Joint Committee on EU Affairs this morning to discuss the issues 
currently facing the European Union.  
To my mind, the greatest challenge facing the EU currently is not only how to recover from the current 
COVID-19 pandemic and its ensuing economic fallout, but how to steer this recovery towards a 
sustainable future. In my own work at the European Parliament, I sit on the Transport & Tourism, and 
Industry, Research & Energy Committees. From this perspective, I see the need to transform the 
transport, energy, and construction sectors to meet the goals of the European Green Deal as the EU’s 
biggest challenge in the coming years.  
 
We are in a situation where we must tackle the climate crisis and the COVID-19 crises together. The 
vehicle for this can be the Green Deal and, if done right, the benefits of the Green deal will be 
enormous. I want to highlight the following benefits that we can achieve with just a little bit of 
investment in Green initiatives. We can lower our GHG emissions, secure our energy supply, provide 
jobs and tackle poverty.  
This can be a real win-win for Ireland. Taking the example of off-shore wind technology, Ireland has a 
vast untapped potential here that could secure our supply of energy and green up the Irish grid. This 
represents a huge opportunity for Ireland to become the European leader in offshore technology, and 
to capitalise on the related employment opportunities.  
In terms of transport, in 2021 we expect a revision of the TEN-T (Trans-European Transport Network) 
Guidelines, an important piece of legislation for long-term transport infrastructure funding. We’ll also 
see proposals on sustainable aviation fuels and on maritime fuels before the end of 2020. 
When it comes to housing and construction, the Commission’s recently published ‘renovation wave’ 
strategy looks to double the energy renovation rate over the next ten years. I recently drafted a report 
in the European Parliament on this, looking at how best way to increase the energy efficiency of the 
building stock in Europe. This will tackle energy poverty, bring people’s fuel bills down, reduce our 
emissions, and create jobs.  
 
Another recent milestone in the EU is the first European Climate Law, which brings the goals of the 
Paris Agreement closer to reality. The European Parliament is laying the foundations for climate 
protection for the next 30 years. The European Climate Law sets the starting point for limiting global 
warming to a maximum of 1.5 degrees and will boost the European Green Deal in terms of climate 
protection, a greener economy and new jobs. 
 
On 23 September, the European Commission launched its new Migration and Asylum Pact, which is 
supposed to create a balance between responsibility and solidarity and streamline the asylum process. 
I welcome attempts to ensure a fair and responsible EU migration policy. It is clear that we need one. 
The launch of the new proposals were clearly brought forward by the devastating fire at the Moria 
Camp on the Greek island of Lesbos, which left 13000 refugees homeless including large numbers of 
unaccompanied minors. 
It is important to remember that the camp was originally supposed to house 3000 people. It was a 
tragedy waiting to happen. It is one of the many reasons we need a fair reform. However, the 
proposals need work. The Commission proposals do not take into account the position of the 
European Parliament of  2017 on the reform of the Dublin system and a fair distribution of refugees 
in the EU Member States, which emphasised and safeguarded the principle of a common 
responsibility.  
 



Another major issue facing the European Union, as identified by this Committee, is the ongoing threat 
to the rule of law and fundamental rights in EU Member States. For years now we have watched as 
the independence of judiciaries are compromised, media and civil society organisations are silenced, 
and fundamental freedoms are restricted. I think most recently of the Polish activists protesting the 
further erosion of access to abortion services.  
In the Greens/EFA group at the European Parliament we are fighting for a strong rule of law 
conditionality to be attached to the funds that Member States will receive from the EU budget. We 
want to ensure that those Member States found breaching the rule of law will face sanctions. 
Negotiations between the institutions are ongoing to finalise such a mechanism, and we are hopeful 
for an instrument that will make sure the EU’s values and commitment to fundamental rights are 
upheld as a strict condition to receiving EU funds.  
 
Concerning the Conference on the Future of Europe, the European Parliament passed a resolution in 
January of this year calling for the process to be launched, and it has since been stalled in the Council.  
Once launched, the Conference will be a crucial opportunity to bring the EU back to the people and 
encourage democratic participation in the direction the EU is headed. At this very uncertain time in 
people’s lives, I look forward to making the most of this Conference to build on a feeling of European 
solidarity and inclusivity.  
 


