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Chairman, 
 
I wish to thank you and the Committee members for your invitation to 
attend this meeting of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Environment 
and Climate Action. I am joined this morning by Mr. Cian Ó Dónaill, South 
West Division & Environment Section of the Office of Public Works. 
 
The OPW appreciates the Committee’s invitation to discuss the subject of 
fish migration and barriers to migration. In these brief opening remarks, I 
will outline for the Committee the important role the OPW plays in relation 
to flood risk management, arterial drainage maintenance, related 
environmental considerations in particular those concerning fish migration 
and I will note our ongoing engagement with Inland Fisheries Ireland. 
 
Under the OPW’s Climate Responsive Flood Risk Management brief, we 
coordinate a whole-of-Government approach to managing Ireland’s flood 
risk from rivers and the sea, the primary sources of Ireland’s flood risk. 
The OPW's core objective is to reduce, to the greatest extent possible, the 
impact of flooding on homes and businesses, and the consequent risk to 
life in communities known to be at significant risk from flooding. 
 
Since 2018, as part of a phased approach to scheme delivery, National 
Development Plan funding of €1.3bn has allowed the OPW to treble its 
work on flood relief schemes – to some 100 schemes at design, planning 
or construction at this time. Many of these schemes are being led by Local 
Authorities in partnership with the OPW. Some 23,000 at-risk properties 
will benefit from this NDP investment. As each scheme is progressed by 
a multi-disciplinary team, designing the optimal technical solution, 
ensuring a robust approach to environmental assessments, and meeting 
other regulatory requirements are all essential steps. 
 
Barriers to fish passage are a major issue of concern with respect to the 
biodiversity in our rivers and lakes. There are many human-made barriers 
in the form of weirs, bridges and culverts in our rivers. The OPW has been 
aware of this and is focused on, where possible, the removal of existing 
barriers, avoiding the creation of new barriers, and ensuring that new and 
modified structures do not impede fish passage. Some visual examples 
have been provided in the attached photographs.   
 
The OPW has worked closely with IFI to protect fisheries and to remove 
several barriers to fish passage as part of our work on flood relief schemes 
and arterial drainage maintenance. These include for the rivers Tolka, 
Dodder and Nore (at Kilkenny), the Fergus, the Tullamore, the Suir (at 
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Clonmel), and the Brosna (at Mullingar), among others. More recently, on 
the Templemore Flood Relief Scheme, extensive consultation with IFI at 
detailed design stage allowed for a fish-friendly design, which included 40 
measures designed to enhance the aquatic environment.  
 
As the Committee will be aware, as part of the development of the flood 
relief scheme for Bandon, which provides protection to some 390 
properties, a rock-ramp type fish pass was provided at the historic weir in 
the main river channel. The fish pass was designed by specialist 
designers on behalf of OPW, in consultation with IFI. Representatives of 
IFI inspected the fish pass during its construction. Surveys, especially in 
relation to numbers of salmon fry, indicate notable improvements, 
showing that the fish pass is having beneficial effects in allowing better 
passage of fish upstream of the weir in Bandon. OPW continues to 
monitor the fish pass performance. 
 
The OPW has a statutory duty to maintain arterial drainage schemes 
completed under the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945. These schemes provide 
drainage outfall for 260,000 hectares of agricultural lands and a level of 
protection from flooding to urban areas, including some 21,000 properties 
and critical infrastructure. The annual arterial drainage maintenance 
works programme is carried out in accordance with relevant legislation, 
through a range of environmental assessments, including Strategic 
Environmental Assessments, Appropriate Assessments and Ecological 
Assessments, supported by widespread stakeholder consultation.  
 
Arterial drainage maintenance works are carried out in line with OPW 
Environmental Guidelines, developed in conjunction with IFI, which set 
out procedures for environmentally friendly maintenance. The guidance 
also includes steps for the enhancement of channels (such as the creation 
of gravel beds, pools, irregular features and flow depths, and deflectors) 
where opportunity exists.  
 
The OPW works closely with IFI on the Environmental Drainage 
Maintenance Research Programme, which builds on existing 
collaboration, good practice, and guidance materials developed by IFI and 
the OPW over the course of many years.  
 
This close relationship between the OPW and IFI has been formalised by 
means of the latest Shared Service Agreement (SSA). The Agreement 
aims to enable the OPW to maximise environmental gain during arterial 
drainage maintenance practices and to implement enhancement and 
restoration on channels identified by IFI.  
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An aim of the SSA is for OPW and IFI to work jointly towards meeting the 
objectives of the Water Framework Directive and meeting actions set out 
in Ireland’s National Biodiversity Action Plan. The OPW looks forward to 
continuing this proactive engagement with IFI.  
 
In conclusion, I thank you, Chairman, and Committee members for your 
time and would welcome any questions. 
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Appendix: Figures & Key References 
OPW, in partnership with IFI, have undertaken a variety of river 
enhancement works. Types of enhancements include deflectors, 
thalwegs, pools, vortex weirs, boulders, spawning gravels, fish counters, 
rubble mats, riffles, fencing and vegetation de-tunnelling, fish pass 
installation, etc.  
 
The photographs below show some examples: the removal of a fish 
barrier through bridge upgrades (Figures 1a and 1b) and fish pass 
installation (Figure 2).   
 

 
 

 
 
Figures 1a & 1b: Bridge Br22 on channel C1/9 on the Ollatrim River, 
which forms part of the Nenagh Catchment Drainage Scheme.  
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Figure 2: Fish pass installed as part of the Clonmel Flood Relief 
Scheme (River Suir). 
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Key References: 

 Office of Public Works Ireland, 2022: Design Guidance for Fish 
Passage on Small Barriers (accessible here) 

 

 Office of Public Works, 2019: Environmental Guidance: Drainage 
Maintenance and Construction (accessible here) 

 
These publications were prepared by the OPW with support from Inland 
Fisheries Ireland and the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage. 
 
 

https://assets.gov.ie/238586/e73ac1a6-136b-4026-b69f-580d5f18a0fe.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/docs.floodinfo.opw/environment/Environmental+Guidance+-+Drainage+Maintenance+and+Construction+2019+WEB.pdf

