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Statement to Oireachtas Committee on Environment and Climate Action  

8 March, 2022 

 

The Marine Renewables Industry Association (MRIA) represents the principal interests in 

Ireland engaged in marine renewable energy.  The Association embraces firms engaged in 

device development and manufacture, utilities and developer interests (including ten major 

developers engaged in offshore wind), professional firms and academic researchers. 

For further details, please go to the Association’s web page, www.mria.ie . Also, please see 

Twitter at @Marineireland 

1. Historic moments 

There are two, largely ignored, historic moments (apart, of course, from the well highlighted 

EU accession) in the modern economic history of Ireland. First, on July 22nd 1929, the 

Ardnacrusha hydroelectric scheme was opened. It is difficult to grasp today the magnitude 

and risk of Ardnacrusha. It had a capacity of 86MW (just enough, in current terms, to 

support Co Louth on a pleasant day). Its capacity exceeded the entire electricity demand of 

the new State. It enjoyed cross-party support. Ardnacrusha provided the basis for the drive 

to industrialise the State which commenced in the depths of the Depression. The 

industrialisation drive, among other things, created a body of management experience and 

worker skills which directly enabled the great economic transformation of the State which 

commenced with the accession to the EU in the early ‘70s. Interestingly, the demand for 

electricity exceeded Ardnacrusha’s capacity by as early as 1935. 

The second historic moment we want to note is the Maritime Area Planning Bill which 

passed into law on the 23rd December last. This is a monumental body of work and a tribute 

to the officials and legislators who created it. It is the most important modern economic 

legislation since the Industrial Development Act of 1969 which created the modern IDA and 

helped to reshape our society. 

2. Offshore Renewable Energy  

We now have, for the first time, a comprehensive tapestry of legislation such as MAPA, 

policy such as the new National Marine Planning Framework and institutions such as the 

forthcoming MARA to enable us to develop our offshore wind and wave resources which are 

the most extensive in Europe and among the most bountiful in the world.  

Why should we develop our offshore renewable energy? First, because it will enable us to 

radically reduce over time our dependence for electricity generation on coal (which 
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currently comes from Russia) and gas (some of which comes from Russia) and that is before 

we take into account the wish to address climate change. And it will get worse: by 2030, we 

may import as much as 90% of our gas, up from c50% today. Allied with our need to reduce 

energy insecurity are the laudable EU and Irish Government targets to reduce emissions and 

radically reshape among other things the way in which we generate electricity. 

3. Immediate challenges 

The most obvious challenges for the ORE industry is to achieve the initial target of 5GW of 

Offshore Renewable Energy operational by 2030. For policy makers, the challenge is to get 

the new ‘machine’ - MAPA, MARA and all the rest of it - started and operating smoothly. For 

legislators, probably your next call in this area will be law making about Marine Protected 

Areas and the issue here will be to address the admirable goal of preserving and enhancing 

our environment but doing so in a way which promotes harmony with other maritime 

stakeholders. 

4. Strategic Issues 

There are huge, long-term issues facing all of us - industry, policy makers and legislators - in 

Offshore Renewable Energy, even in the light of recent progress and I want to address four 

of these briefly. 

First, it is vital that our coastal communities ‘buy in’ to the changes in the marine that will 

arise in coming years, They, hopefully, will get new employment opportunities. They will 

benefit from the new Community Benefit Fund arrangements which will involve several 

million Euros a year for individual communities’ communal projects for many years. But we 

need to involve all stakeholders in planning the use of their local waters and the 

establishment of Coastal Partnerships - mooted for some time now by the Department of 

Housing, Local Government and Heritage - must be advanced quickly with an early start on 

pilot Partnerships at least being strongly advised 

Second, we now have a vibrant Offshore Renewable Energy policy but it is not matched as 

yet by ambition on behalf of the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment who 

need to develop a high level of determination to build a global supply chain in Offshore 

Renewables in Ireland, particularly in the new technologies (see below) and to resource and 

mandate their agencies - IDA and Enterprise Ireland - to lead a national drive in this area 

Third, our early Offshore Renewables development will largely be based on well-established 

Bottom Fixed Wind technology. There are only limited opportunities to develop an industrial 

sector here grounded on this well-developed area. But there is a happy coincidence 

between our offshore resource - which largely requires new technology in Floating Offshore 

Wind and Wave - to develop and our intellectual capabilities North (at Queens University 

Belfast, notably the Bryden Centre) and South (at UCC/UL/Maynooth/ 

MaREI/SmartBay/AMETS) and in Irish companies in these areas. We need policy initiatives 

to ensure that Floating Offshore Wind features at scale in this decade off Ireland and to 

ensure that we have a real presence in the emerging European wave and tidal industry as 

well. 
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Finally, we need you, our legislative leaders, to be at the forefront - alongside industry and 

officials - in explaining and communicating the changes that are going to come offshore. 

There will be new employment and income creation opportunities, Community Benefit 

Funds, Marine Protected Areas and so on. But there will also be change which needs public 

support and understanding. For example, exploiting our offshore resources requires 

significant development of port facilities off the south and west coasts in particular and 

there are many projects in the pipeline in Cork, Shannon Foynes and Rossaveal to name but 

a few. 

The future in Offshore Renewable Energy is bright and has the capacity to transform our 

energy insecurity and create a new economic future, particularly in coastal communities 

which in the past have not featured in the prosperity ‘league tables’. 

I commend Offshore Renewable Energy to you  

Peter Coyle 

Chairman 

 


