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In July 2020 the German government published their Hydrogen Strategy1. This is a very detailed 

document that provides a step-by-step action plan for the implementation of green hydrogen in their 

country. 

A few numbers in particular jump out from the pages of this document. For example, 90 to 110TWh. 

This is Germany’s projected demand for hydrogen in 2030 to feed industries like chemical and steel 

production. Of this total amount, 14TWh, or up to 15% of demand, is the amount of green hydrogen 

that Germany estimates it will be able to produce domestically by 2030. This means in order to de-

carbonise these hard to de-carbonise industrial sectors, Germany needs to import the vast majority 

of its green hydrogen. 

This is why Germany is reaching out to European colleagues and countries beyond to partner with 

them in the field of green hydrogen. They see their industrial demand as a catalyst for speeding up 

the market rollout of green hydrogen. 

Ireland’s energy profile is complementary to Germany’s. We do not have the large heavy industry that 

Germany has but we do have vast renewable energy potential, particularly off our coasts. We firmly 

believe that Ireland has the potential to position itself as an exporter of hydrogen to Germany if these 

resources are fully utilised. 

It is for this reason that the German-Irish Chamber of Industry and Commerce established the German-

Irish Hydrogen Council this year. Our membership includes Irish and German companies, ESB included, 

who are involved in offshore wind, electrolysis and hydrogen storage. Our goal is to foster better 

cooperation between the two countries through engagement at departmental and ministerial level in 

both jurisdictions and we strive to lay the groundwork to get business done between Irish and German 

companies involved in the field of green hydrogen. 

Delivered by Kate Dempsey (Representative of German-Irish Hydrogen Council and Tethra) 

Only last week conflict raised the cost of oil to over 105 dollars a barrel.  The energy crisis is worsening 

not just environmentally but economically and socially.  The ever-present challenges of the climate 

emergency and the transition towards decarbonization has resulted in the industry responding with 

innovation to support net 0.  The Irish government’s clear and commendable policy response to these 

challenges has been to encourage the development of renewable energy to the extent that Ireland 

can become a net exporter of energy.   

 
1 https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Publikationen/Energie/the-national-hydrogen-
strategy.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=6  

https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Publikationen/Energie/the-national-hydrogen-strategy.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=6
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/EN/Publikationen/Energie/the-national-hydrogen-strategy.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=6


In that context, the work being led by the Department to put in place a ‘plan led’ approach to offshore 

renewable development through a revised OREDP is welcome. Post 2030 this will provide clear signals 

to developers. Between now and 2030 we need to ensure that we are doing as much as possible to 

support some of the country’s most promising and viable offshore projects by providing equitable and 

prompt access to the licencing process. 

Looking to the future it is crucial that Ireland continues to learn from other jurisdictions. Focusing on 
developing supply chain confidence for offshore energy development, increasing the capacity of the 
national transmission system, encouraging and incentivising off grid solutions, promoting the delivery 
of floating offshore in advance of 2030 and incentivising the production of green hydrogen to serve 
domestic and international energy needs. It is only through the culmination of all types of offshore 
energy generation that Ireland can truly capture the true potential of our offshore natural energy 
resources.  
 
This is not a time to wait or to be complacent. Now is the time to act. It is the time to realise the aim 

of this committee and to ensure stakeholders are supported in urgently progressing all viable 

renewable energy projects, promoting confidence of investment to keep Ireland at the international 

forefront of clean energy. 

We would ask the committee that consideration is taken of the opportunity that our renewable energy 
resources presents in terms of potential trade with Germany and our European partners. The German-
Irish Hydrogen Council wishes to cooperate with the members of the committee in order to deliver 
high level engagement between the governments of Germany and Ireland in the field of green 
hydrogen. 
 


