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ESB Opening Statement 

Thank you, Deputy Leddin for the opportunity to appear before the Committee this afternoon and to 

share ESB’s ecars perspectives with you. 

 

ESB is a leading energy utility, operating primarily across the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland and 

Great Britain, and with other operations across the Globe. ESB is committed to investing in critical 

energy infrastructure for the benefit of the communities we serve.  We work in partnership with 

Governments, communities, and other stakeholders to develop value driven, sustainable solutions for 

our customers. In 2020 the company had total assets of €14 billion (£12 billion) and annual revenues 

of €3.75 billion (£3.22 billion).  

It is in this context that ESB established ESB ecars in 2010. We saw that electromobility could play a 

key role in helping to decarbonise our society.  

We noted that transportation is responsible for approximately 20pc of all carbon emissions in Ireland. 

We were also cognisant of the fact that as our industry decarbonised electricity generation, it would 

be a major win for wider society if we could use our progressively decarbonising electricity system to 

also decarbonise transport. We believed that we could do this by seeding, developing and supporting 

the transition to electromobility and recognised that charging infrastructure and support services 

would need to be in place to give citizens to confidence to purchase an electric vehicle (EV).  There 

was no onus on ESB to provide the infrastructure – in most other countries, electrical utilities do not 

do so – but it was a role we took on given our commercial semi-state status and interest in supporting 

low carbon technologies. 

We therefore established ESB ecars with three aims:  

1. To design and build a public charging infrastructure for electric vehicles across Ireland thereby 

reducing the range anxiety that was an issue for early EVs drivers. 

2. To support the adoption of EVs in Ireland, and subsequently  

3. To continue to stimulate demand for electric vehicles nationally.  In recent years, the demand 

for eVs has increased dramatically.  In addition, the issue of range anxiety has somewhat been 

addressed by the latest generation of EVs that have significantly increased ranges. For 

example VW’s ID4 now has a range of 400km on full charge. The nature of the required public 

charging infrastructure will change as a consequence.  
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Installing EV infrastructure is expensive.  While Ireland’s EV fleet is growing significantly, given the 

major investments made by ESB in establishing our National Charging Network ahead of the expected 

increase in EV uptake. it will be some time before ESB’s ecars business breaks even.  

Since ecars was established, we have expanded the network to provide an ultra-reliable and fully 

interoperable EV charging network of over 1,350 public charge points for our customers across the 

Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.  Our EV chargers are widely available and are found across 

the Island in on-street locations and fuel stations, motorway service areas, shopping centres, retail 

parks etc.  This network complements the home-based or work-based charging that most EV drivers 

use in their day to day lives.  

There are currently three types of chargers on the ESB public charging network: 

1. Standard (22kW) these are the most widely available charger on our networks and are 

geographically located such that an EV driver is always within 35km of the nearest charger.  

These AC chargers will fully charge an EV in 1-6 hours depending on battery size etc. 

2. Fast (50kW) there are approximately 150 fast chargers on our network.  These are DC chargers 

and are substantially faster than the standard chargers.  An 80% charge will typically take 45 

minutes. 

3. High-Powered (150kW+) these chargers are all located in hubs and are capable of charging 

two vehicles simultaneously.  These units can give an EV driver 100km of range in six minutes. 

ESB ecars is currently undertaking a €20m investment programme to further expand and enhance the 

charging network across Ireland.  ESB qualified for €10m in funding from the Climate Action Fund with 

ESB matching the funding  with a further €10m. This comprehensive investment programme is 

expanding and enhancing the public charging network across Ireland to help meet the expected 

growth of EVs in the coming years.  

 

There are three different elements to the current investment programme: 

1. The replacement of 264 legacy Standard (AC) chargers.  This element of the programme is 

already 99% complete. 

2. The upgrade of 52 locations to provide Fast (DC) charging at that location.  This element of 

the programme is 75% complete and the remainder will be completed in Q1 2022. 

3. Developing 56 charging HPC hubs throughout Ireland which can charge multiple vehicles 

simultaneously - This is a substantial component of the upgrade and will see 56 High-Power 

Charging (HPC) hubs being constructed as we negotiate access to both motorway and national 

road sites.   

Our assessment process for new sites is heavily data based and is determined by a range of factors 

including:  
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• Current charge point usage, 

• Available space on the site, 

• Proximity to user populations, 

• Traffic volumes, 

• Accessibility, 

• Amenities,  

• Available capacity on the electricity grid, and  

• Landowner consent.   

The results of these data driven analytics studies help identify and locate the most suitable sites.  

These HPC hubs can charge up to eight vehicles simultaneously and can provide up to 100 km of 

electric driving range in as little as six minutes.  Ten of the hubs are complete with a further seven 

currently in construction with a completion date in January 2022.  We are on schedule to complete 

the remaining program by the end of 2023. 

The works will significantly modernise and strengthen the charging network by upgrading all charging 

points to cater for all EVs and in strategically important locations, adding next generation charging 

hubs to the network.  We are committed to ensuring that our public charging network is reliable and 

that EV drivers have confidence in it.   

The reliability rate – that is how many of our  chargers are available for use at any one point in time 

across the network was 84% before this investment programme commenced.  We are proud to 

report that this figure has now risen to (an average of ) 98% in 2021.   

All new charge sites developed under the Climate Action Fund, will adhere, where feasible, to a 

universal access model where all new parking bays and chargers will be fully accessible. In designing 

these new charge sites, design guidance was taken from both the Irish Wheelchair Association’s Best 

Practice Access guidelines and Building Regulations 2010 were consulted.  For legacy sites, where 

improvement works are being undertaken, we will , where feasible, seek to improve accessibility to 

these chargers. 

ESB ecars firmly believes that the transition to zero carbon transport will require a whole of system 

approach. We need to see much more active travel (walking, cycling, etc.) and increased use of public 

transport. However, there will likely be a strong residual desire for cars given the particular 

demographics of Ireland.  Where this is the case, there are huge advantages in terms of both air quality 

and emissions from those cars being electric powered.  

In addition to private transport, there are significant volumes of both light and heavy freight which 

will continue and which will need to decarbonise. Electricity will play an ever-increasing role here as 

battery performance improves and larger vehicles can be electrified. Therefore, in time, more charging 

infrastructure will be required in supporting Ireland is to reach its required EV uptake.   

The first round of Climate Action funding has been instrumental in delivering additional charging 

locations, improved reliability, faster charging times for drivers and a substantial reduction in carbon 

emissions.  The number of charging sessions on our system have tripled since the beginning of 2021 

now reaching approx. 70,000 sessions per month.  
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Summary 

In summary, ESB has made a significant commitment over the past decade to support and encourage 

the transition to zero carbon transport and EVs on a universal basis, irrespective of the make of car.  

With some funding from both the European Union and Commission for Regulation of Utilities in the 

early years, we have spent more than €80M in installing and operating the infrastructure to date, 

including including.  

• Designing and building our national charging infrastructure - which is now in the process of 

being comprehensively rejuvenated and expanded with the assistance of Climate Action 

funding of €10m.  

• Developing back office oversight procedures and supports - one of which is the provision of a 

24/7/365 contact centre and support service for all drivers. 

• Providing digital EV usage platforms such as our website and our app, which allow all drivers 

to locate their nearest chargepoint, identifying if it is available, enabling users to start and 

stop a charging session and to top up their account balances. 

• The provision of maintenance processes and personnel. 

 

ESB ecars is wholly committed to the long-term electrification of transport in Ireland. We will continue 

to collaborate with stakeholders, the motoring community and EV drivers to provide charging 

infrastructure that enables the acceleration of our collective transition to cleaner, zero carbon 

transport.  

John Byrne and I will be happy to address any questions that you may have on these or any relevant 

matters. Thank you. 


