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I would like to extend my thanks to the Committee for the opportunity to address you today. 

Our recommendations, which I will summarise, are put forward under the general premise that 

appropriate levels of sustained and stable investment in research, education and innovation will 

yield significant returns for Ireland’s economy, communities, and our society. As third level 

education and research are inextricably linked, we need a vibrant research ecosystem to deliver 

world class higher education. Furthermore, the Covid pandemic has clearly demonstrated the critical 

importance of having world leading researchers based in Ireland to bring scientific rigour to decision 

making in the face of national challenges. 

Our higher education and research system has done very well by international standards, despite 

our moderate investment levels.  We have a highly educated population and a high performing 

research and innovation system.  We have achieved these standards through successive and 

visionary public policy decisions.  However, our position remains vulnerable. The rapid pace of 

change in our society and economy requires that we place priority and urgency on investment in 

future skills and talent. SFI believes that we must invest in the higher education sector at rates 

comparable with international norms; other countries are accelerating away from Ireland as they 

ramp up their investments, and by doing so attract talent and become increasingly desirable 

destinations for Foreign Direct Investment. 

We propose four considerations for higher education and research – all of which will support our 

research system and our educators to harness the emerging solutions for social and community gain. 

Firstly, SFI is supportive of increasing overall levels of investment in the Higher Education 

Institutions, so that the Institutions can provide both high quality education and also ensure a high-

quality research environment. The core grant should be increased with an appropriate balance of 

allocation to the infrastructural and indirect costs of research as well as allocation to ensure that 

academic time is protected for scholarship and exploratory research.   

All investment and supports need to be directed in such a way that our academics and graduates are 

a representative reflection of society.  There should be a place for all genders, minorities, 

disadvantaged and disabled peoples. 

Secondly, investment in doctoral education will be a key driver of economic competitiveness and 

social innovation.  The advanced research skills that are a result of postgraduate education will 

deliver the talented workforce that will future proof our country for the challenges and 

opportunities ahead.  Additional funding should be made available to expand and enhance our 

existing training programmes in strategically important areas right across all research disciplines.  

An additional and powerful exercise would be to generate a national talent roadmap to identify the 

areas where high level skills are needed most.  We are a small country and therefore have an 

advantage in our ability to deliver targeted investment plans. 



The higher education, research and innovation system are all part of one continuum.  There must be 

complementary investment in both education and research to be a true global innovation leader.  

Research and research talent must be viewed as a strategic national asset which brings benefits to 

society, public policy, economy, social entrepreneurship and importantly, to face the national and 

global challenges of the day.  Our third recommendation is that as we increase investment in higher 

education, we have an explicit objective to attract, retain and develop outstanding research talent 

and to ensure the diversity of that talent.  It is only through providing this increased investment that 

we can provide a stable suite of research funding mechanisms to cater for all research career stages.   

Finally, regional development is central to Government policy.  This is relevant for the higher 

education, research and innovation agenda also.  The Institutes of Technology along with the 

Technological Universities are central to regional development.  They provide a hub of talent, 

entrepreneurship and a place of connectivity and collaboration with SMEs - all of which can and do 

deliver regional impact.  Specific investment is recommended to increase the research capacity of 

the technological higher education sector with a focus on research and innovation for regional 

development and increased engagement of SMEs in research and innovation. 

SFI is confident that targeted and sustained investment in the areas I have mentioned will deliver a 

higher education and research system that will provide for our societal and economic well-being 

now and in the future. 

In parallel, the Government initiative, Creating Our Future, recently reached out to the public to ask 

them what researchers should explore to create a better future. The findings will be published 

shortly. The scale of the response clearly points to the public’s faith in the role that research plays in 

helping to realise people’s hopes for a better, inclusive and more sustainable future. There is an 

onus on us all to ensure that we invest wisely and strategically so that the research and education 

system is enabled to play this role to its full extent. 

I welcome further discussion and exploration of the opportunities that the recommendations we put 

forward present. 

 

 

 

 

 


