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The Education (Admissions to Schools) Bill 2020 

 

The Education (Admission to Schools) Bill 2020 reached Second Stage in Dáil 

Éireann on 5th November 2020. The Joint Committee on Education, Further and 

Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science has decided to conduct 

scrutiny of the Bill. Submissions are requested on the following paragraph of the bill: 

 

Section.62 (10) (b) of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 (Act can be 

found here)  states that: “a parent or grandparent of the student concerned having 

previously attended the school, provided the maximum number of places filled 

pursuant to that criterion does not exceed 25 per cent of the available places as set 

out in the school’s annual admission notice for the school year concerned.” The Bill if 

enacted would remove section 62 (10) (b), i.e. the above paragraph. The effect of 

this would be that schools, when oversubscribed, would no longer give priority to 

children of parents or grandparents who attended the school (up to 25% of available 

places). 

 

NABMSE background: 

NABMSE represents the Boards of Management (BoM) of special schools and 

mainstream schools with special classes. Our schools work with and support 

students with Special Educational Needs (SEN) from 4 - 18 years old with mild, 

moderate, severe and profound disabilities, with autism, with social, emotional and 

behavioural difficulties (SEBD), and also with complex medical needs. The access to 

education, and the wellbeing of our pupils is, as always, the central consideration of 

our Boards of Management. 

 

NABMSE response to the removal of section.62 (10) (b):  

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2016/58/


The paragraph above, if applied to enrolment in special schools and special classes 

in mainstream schools, would be contrary to the centrality of the child’s specific 

needs in the enrolment process. Therefore NABMSE supports the removal of this 

paragraph from the schools admissions bill. 

 

 

 

 


