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National Parents Council Post Primary Opening Statement to the  

JCEFHERIS – Leaving Certificate Reform Committee meeting 

9th November 2021 

 

The National Parents Council Post Primary (NPCPP) thank the committee for the opportunity to 

participate in these consultations and to participate in today’s session. 

 NPCPP is a registered charity, that is run and governed by a board of volunteers, whose objective 

remains throughout, to be the national representatives for all schools’ parents’ associations and all 

parents/guardians of post primary students in Ireland.  

Over the last year NPCPP has significantly and demonstrably increased active engagements with 

parents and Parent Associations, across all traditional sectors alongside those now representative 

of the increased diversity in Irish society, via our office and on-line facilities. 

Through this interaction it is very clear that the parents of post primary students are concerned 

about the relevance of our traditional Leaving Certificate programme, the established assessment 

model in place and the relevance both have in recognising a students talents and achievements and 

in preparation for their further study or career. 

One of the roles of NPCPP is to consult with the Minister of Education as out lined in The Role of 

Parents in the Education Systems of the European Union ( Ireland pp 57 – 62 )  

‘In contrast, in some countries there are bodies consisting exclusively of parents. These are 

generally established at national level and their role is to consult with the minister, as the case in 

Belgium (French community), Ireland, Austria, Sweden and Norway’ 

Other areas of consultation include the Department of Education advisory groups, Curriculum 

review and reform forums, Educational stakeholder consultations, Student welfare forums etc.  

Today our submission will briefly address specific areas of discussion relating to the much awaited 

Leaving Certificate Reform. 

Every year we (National Parents Council Post Primary) organise and host an event, the NPCPP 

Leaving Certificate Helpline. This free phone service addresses issues of concern arising from the 

Leaving Certificate Results being released. The overwhelming area of distress and anxiety 

presenting itself, by both parents and students to this Helpline is the historical battle between grades  
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and points. Fortunately for all involved, the helpline phones are manned by professional Guidance 

Counsellors from the IGC, who expertly deal with all issues arising. 

Its has long been viewed by parents, that this terminal examination concept exerts undue pressure 

on their children and does not necessarily acknowledge the talents and abilities of an individual 

student, nor in many cases does it encourage continued engagement with education and learning. 

The arrival of Covid-19 to our shores demanded an alternative approach to the concept of a singular 

final seated exam for school leavers, with the inclusion of calculated grades in 2020 and accredited 

grades in 2021. However, we are still left with the question ‘is the traditional Leaving Certificate 

seated exam fit for purpose?’ 

It is our belief that those ideals expressed in the paper the Curriculum Reform in the European 

Schools; Towards a 21st Century Vision (by Sandra Leaton Grey, David Scott and Peeter Mehisto) 

are reflective as to what we as a nation should aspire to, within our educational system. It outlines 

the Key Competences for lifelong learning and states; 

Excerpt: ‘The students of the European school are future citizens of Europe and the world. As such, 

they need a range of competences if they are to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world. In 

2006 the European Council and European Parliament adopted a European Framework for Key 

Competences for lifelong learning. It identifies eight key competencies which all individuals need 

for personal fulfilment and development, for active citizenship, for social inclusion and for 

employment: communication in the mother tongue; communication in foreign languages; 

mathematical competence and basic competences in science and technology; digital competence; 

learning to learn; social and civic competences; sense of initiative and entrepreneurship; and 

cultural awareness and expression. The European Schools’ syllabuses seek to develop all of these 

key competencies in the students (Board of Governors 2013:3)’ 

Assessment options 

If we briefly address each aspect of todays meeting, firstly we look at the assessment options. Is it 

appropriate to continue with tradition, a state examination which relies totally, in most subjects, on 

a student’s performance solely on their ability to recall information at a specific time on a specific 

day culminating in a grade which is supposedly reflective of their performance during their entire 

school life? A variety of subjects have introduced project, aural and oral aspects to them but the  
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concept of standardised continuous classroom-based assessment has not yet been explored as a real 

option. It is very clear from our consultations with parents that this must now be addressed. 

 Another area which we must explore is standardising the use of digital technology in education and 

exploring the effects that would be experienced by differing demographic groups therein. 

One of the main factors which must be addressed in any scenario would be the support and 

guidelines which would be necessary for the teaching profession to adopt in order to implement any 

alternative approach. 

 A modular approach to examinations and assessment, as is practised in third level institutions, 

could also be reflected in the way second level students are treated. There are undoubtedly many 

differing creative approaches which must be explored as speedily as is possible to ensure our 

educational system does not become stagnant, fail our youth in the pursuit of their life goals and fail 

our societies future both economically and culturally. 

 

Key subject Areas and Digital Learning 

Those Key subject areas of learning which schools focus on are 

• Reading/Language Arts, Writing standards. 

• Mathematics.  

• Foreign Language. 

• Science. 

• Social Studies.  

• Physical Education and Health. 

 

STEM has increasingly become an important factor, especially in terms of the needs of industry and 

future economic development in Ireland. The subjects included are broader than many realise - 

Leaving Certificate subjects, for the purposes of the STEM Education Policy Statement (source: 

Education Indicators for Ireland December 2020) are agricultural science, mathematics, applied 

mathematics, biology, physics, chemistry, physics and chemistry, engineering, construction studies, 

design and communication graphics and technology.  
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The overall educational trend still focuses mainly on the academic abilities of a young person, 

where the physical / practical talents, creative abilities and general non-academic achievements are 

not awarded equal attention or priority. Results have demonstrated the positive effects of arts 

education in several areas including a students' intrinsic enjoyment, art form knowledge and skills, 

social and cultural knowledge, creativity and thinking skills, communication and expressive skills, 

personal and social development, effects that transfer to other contexts. 

Source:  Arts Education in Secondary Schools: Effects and Effectiveness. National Foundation for 

Educational Research: The Mere, Upton Park, Slough, Berkshire, UK. 

 

Access, Equality and Well-Being Supports 

In terms of access, equality and wellbeing supports many obstacles exist as socially accepted 

rhetoric is prolific, but the problems remain. Inclusion being one of the main factors, and we must 

ask ourselves, how serious and committed are we as a nation to the ideology of inclusion and 

equality in education for all our young people. 

 The social constructs of identification placed upon an individual, be that of gender identity, 

categorised mental ability, perceived physical ability, ethnicity etc. all lend themselves to the 

probability that the educational experience of these individuals will be less than that of the 

individual which fits neatly into the ‘normal’ box. And even in the ‘normal’ box, issues arise daily 

which require extra support in the form of guidance, mental support and building of resilience. Our 

conversations with parents indicate the need for substantially increased focus on these areas. 

Should all pupils, including those with special educational needs, be entitled to a national 

certification of their educational achievements? Do all pupils receive the access, equality and well-

being supports they require? These questions form part of an ongoing survey we are carrying out, 

the results will be circulated to you but today I can certainly indicate which way the trends are 

going on these and other questions. 
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Irish Language and the Irish Medium Education 

The 20-year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030. A key objective of this Strategy “is to 

increase on an incremental basis the use and knowledge of Irish as a community language” 

(Government of Ireland, 2010, p.3). Particular emphasis is also placed on the development of 

bilingualism, rejuvenation of Irish in Gaeltacht areas, increased use of Irish in public discourse and 

services and heighted visibility of the language in society The education system however is viewed 

as one of “the critical engines for generating the linguistic ability” on which this 20-Year Strategy is 

based (Government of Ireland, 2010, p.12) 

So in terms of teaching and examining Irish as a curricular subject we must examine what our 

expectation is and what can be realistically achieved in the classroom, whether it be in an english 

language based second level school or a ‘Gaelcholáiste’, by the time students reach the end of the 

senior cycle. 

Many factors come into play none more so than The low level of motivation for learning and using 

Irish among many students along with the dearth of opportunities to use the language continues to 

pose one of the more serious challenges to the societal revitalization of the Irish language (source; 

Department of Education and Skills, 2015; Harris et al., 2006;) 

More than half a million people in Ireland speak another language in Ireland ( ref.census 2011) This 

linguistical change will continue as Ireland becomes a more diverse society culturally and 

ethnically, and may be the impetus required to re-evaluate the place the spoken word is held in Irish 

education. The pace of change in our world today accelerates continuously. Our post primary 

education system must adapt and keep up with the requirements of further education, the 

commercial world and society. 

We must not fear considered change, nor the challenge that its implementation may bring but 

should embrace and implement it as and when required. There is real opportunity to address these 

matters right now and we should do so without delay. In order for the Leaving Certificate 

Programme to remain relevant the required changes must include the necessary supports for our 

post primary students to effectively prepare them for their future lives and careers and to assist 

where necessary to ensure equality of opportunity particularly for those who are disadvantaged or 

who require particular supports. 

Thank you. 

I would like to thank this committee for the opportunity to attend and present this submission on 

behalf of National Parents Council Post Primary. 

    


