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Chairperson and Committee members 

 

Thank you for inviting me here today. My name is Mary McGrath and I have 

responsibility for operational matters within NCSE. The NCSE is a statutory body 

responsible for providing advice & supports to parents and schools, establishing 

specialist education places, undertaking research, developing policy advice as 

well as providing professional learning opportunities for teachers. 

 

School Inclusion Model 

In 2018, the NCSE completed a “Comprehensive Review of SNA Scheme”. The 

NCSE recommended a School Inclusion Model to ensure that students get the 

right supports at the right time.  This model includes a national SNA training 
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scheme, a national nursing scheme, more psychologists and the availability of 

Speech & Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists and Behaviour 

Practitioners on NCSE regional teams.  A pilot project has commenced building 

on the positive results from the In School and Early Years Therapy Project in 

2018. 

NCSE is working to recommence this project which was severely impacted by 

the Covid19 situation. 

 

Provision of Autism Services 

In 2020 we established 197 new Autism Special Classes. There are now 1,570 

special classes in place: 135 Early Intervention, 1,000 primary and 435 post 

primary autism special classes. This is an increase of 9% at Primary level and 74% 

at Post-Primary compared to 2017.  We expect to establish an additional 224 

Autism Special Classes in 2021, an increase of over 15% on 2020, along with a 

number of additional special school places for students with autism. While we 

experience difficulties in some parts of the country in establishing special 

education places to meet the needs of children in the local community, schools 

and patrons are generally very cooperative and respond positively to our 

requests to establish special classes and we thank them for this. 
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The NCSE also provides a wide range of CPD for teachers in the area of autism. 

Over 35 separate seminars on autism are delivered a number of times each year. 

We also responded to 519 requests for in school support directly related to 

Autism, delivering bespoke teacher professional learning in line with the schools 

identified needs.  

 

I am happy to clarify any matters for the committee.  


