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A Chairde, 

 

 

•  A key priority in the Programme for Government is the creation and progression 

of technological universities. 

 

• I am pleased, therefore, to introduce the following draft order to this Committee, 

the Technological Universities Act 2018 (Section 36) (Appointed Day) Order 

2020. 

 

• Under the Technological Universities 2018 Act, an appointed day for the 

establishment of a technological university and its name in both English and 

Irish, shall be made by order. 

 

• The order must be approved by resolution of each Houses of the Oireachtas and 

I wish to thank you for this opportunity to discuss the matter today in Committee. 

 

• I wish to set 1 January 2021 as the appointed day for the establishment of a new 

technological university to be known in English as the Munster Technological 

University and as Gaeilge, Ollscoil Teicneolaíochta na Mumhan. 

 

• The establishment of only the second technological university in the State, the 

first outside the capital, is another important milestone for higher education in 

Ireland and, in particular, for the South West.  

 

• The merging of the Institute of Technology Tralee and Cork Institute of 

Technology creates a new step-change institution of sufficient size, capacity and 

critical mass to maximise its potential and deliver significant additional benefits 

to the Munster region in particular, but not solely.  
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• Government has a very clear ambition to create a series of interlinked higher 

education institutions of greater capacity and reach across all regions of the 

country in order to help deliver on key national strategic objectives. 

 

• We want to ensure all our regions become vibrant powerhouses of skills creation, 

research and development potential, and crucially to provide the components 

necessary to deliver that potential. 

 

• Technological universities or TUs are a key component in this strategic 

approach, providing increased reach, international recognition, greater research 

capacity, FDI attraction, skills retention and creation, regional development, 

enhanced staff and student experiences and opportunities and advanced socio-

economic progression.  

 

• As anchor institutions in the regions, TUs drive and support social, cultural and 

economic development, as well as delivering an enhanced student experience 

and range of options. 

 

• Uniquely TUs provide higher education programmes at all levels on the National 

Framework of Qualifications, from apprenticeship right up to doctoral degrees. 

This attribute provides significant additional opportunities for individuals - 

students and staff and wider stakeholders - to learn, innovate, undertake research 

and operate to their maximum capabilities in their own region.  

 

• From the turn of the year the new Munster Technological University will start 

its journey and drive the agendas of higher education access, excellence in 

teaching and learning, regional development, research-informed educational 

provision, and strengthened linkages with industry and the community, all of 

which will greatly enrich and enhance the South West. 
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• The new TU will build on what is best in both of these prestigious Institutes of 

Technology particularly in regard to sectoral strengths in apprenticeships and 

strong links with industry and employers. As a unified and cohesive new entity 

Munster Technological University can expand beyond individual hinterlands 

and become a force to also be reckoned with including nationally and 

internationally. 

 

• The journey to get to this point has been long and it has not been easy. This is 

neither surprising nor should it be any other way. The greatest prizes require the 

greatest efforts but the rewards are commensurate. 

 

• I am determined there will be further TUs established in the South East, the 

Midlands and Mid-West, and the North West. 

 

• We all want to ensure prosperity for this generation, so affected already by the 

Covid-19 phenomenon, and for future generations. We want to ensure they have 

the foundational skill sets and qualifications to compete and succeed in a hugely 

altering and highly competitive world. 

 

• We want to ensure they can study and develop as individuals in an environment 

that is welcoming and engaging, which has state of the art facilities, which will 

teach them core values and the ability to work together, to solve problems and 

to contribute to wider society. 

 

• This is what the Munster Technological University offers in the South West, 

working alongside other fine institutions in the sector regionally, nationally and 

internationally, not as a competitor but as an equal partner, contributor and 

collaborator. 
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•  I would like to thank all concerned - the staff and students of both IT Tralee and 

Cork IT, a wide variety of stakeholders in the South West, the international 

advisory panel, Higher Education Authority, Qualifications and Quality 

Assurance Authority of Ireland and the Department, all of whom played a key 

role, statutory and non-statutory, in getting the fledgling new university to this 

point of establishment. 

 

• I wish also to thank you, Deputies and Senators, for your kind attention today 

and to thank all members across the Oireachtas for their steadfast support for 

this hugely important higher education project. 

 

• Go raibh míle maith agaibh  


