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First of all, I would like to convey to you my thanks and that of the Committee on Integral 
Disability Policies, as well as that of the President of the Senate, for the invitation to this 
interesting meeting.  
 
Parliamentary work for the implementation and development of the agreements of the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is being very intense and productive. 
 
We face the beginning of the Legislature with a legitimate mandate to represent the 
interests of persons with disabilities who, for the first time, exercised their right to vote 
through a legislative change. 100,000 persons with disabilities were excluded from a 
fundamental right and now, Spanish parliamentarians, we feel the legitimacy to represent 
them because they have exercised a constitutional right that had been taken from them. 
 
On the other hand, since the General Courts, and with a high consensus, there have been 
legislative amendments to eradicate the forced or forced sterilization of persons with 
disabilities, A MILESTONE  for Spanish society and democracy. 
 
On the other hand, educational inclusion appears in the new Education Act as a 
fundamentalaxis,  not without debate but with majority support, which must entail in the 
next ten years a progressive increase in the resources dedicated by the Autonomous 
Communities to the standardization and inclusion of students with disabilities in ordinary 
classrooms, respecting the opinion of parents, the educational community and that of 
specialist professionals, and encouraging the social inclusion that arises from school to 
culminate in ordinary life. 
 
Finally, I would like to highlight the recent Law adopted by both Chambers of the Spanish 
Parliament. Colloquially called the Training Act, it revolutionizes the legal status of 
persons with disabilities, betting on providing support in the exercise of legal capacity in 
all legal areas of life; betting on changing the paradigm to promote capacity building; putting 

first the rights in the decision-making of people with disabilities, and promoting equality 
and freedom as well as basic rights as full citizens. 
 
In addition, we have other challenges for the immediate future. For us, throughout this 
process, the participation of entities representing persons with disabilities, social 
organizations   and families has been and is  essential to reach agreements and advance 
the fulfilment of our commitments to the rights of persons with disabilities. 


