
 

Opening Statement to the Oireachtas Committee on Disability, 20 

April 2021.  

Thank you for this opportunity to give an input at this sitting of the 

Committee.   

The development of the DPCN is an important milestone for the disability 

community and we welcome the commitment from Government towards 

its establishment.   

Its overall purpose is to ensure that disabled people and their 

representative organisations will be heard directly when the Government 

makes decisions on disability policy and law.  

There are four grant-funded members: AsIAm, the Coalition of 6 National 

Disabled Persons Organisations – known as the DPO Coalition1, Disability 

Federation of Ireland and Mental Health Reform. Inclusion Ireland is the 

Organising Member. Membership also includes over 100 non-funded 

members, individuals and disability organisations.  

 

Representatives from the four grant-funded members, along with 

Inclusion Ireland, are involved in establishing the Network. Our 

immediate task, however, has been the Network’s response to the State’s 

Draft Report under the CRPD. 

Six consultations were organised with 190 people participating across all 

sessions. This presented a good opportunity to connect with the wider 

membership. Following the consultations, a Response to the State’s Draft 

Report was submitted on 9 April. 

                                    
1 The members of the DPO Coalition include: AsIAm, Disabled Women Ireland 

(DWI), Independent Living Movement of Ireland (ILMI), Irish Deaf Society (IDS), 
National Platform of Self Advocates (NPSA) and Voice of Vision Impairment 
(VVI). 
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It has been a challenging start for the Network, 5 organisations working 

together for the first time and consulting over 100 members on the 

State’s Report within a very short time frame.  

Our next priority is exploring how to formally establish the Network, 

focusing on governance, organisational structures and planning. 

Given the substantial increase in the Network’s membership, many of 

whom are volunteer-led, additional resources are essential to ensure their 

participation is active and meaningful and the voice of disabled people is 

prioritised.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


