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Related information 

Publications 

All publications for this committee are available on the Oireachtas website 

Committee videos 

Footage of Committee proceedings can be found on the Committee videos page.  

Contact details 

The contact details for the Committee can be found on the Committee page.  

Terms of reference 

Read the terms of reference for the Committee. 

  

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/publications/?q=&date=&term=%2Fie%2Foireachtas%2Fhouse%2Fdail%2F33&fromDate=25%2F01%2F2024&toDate=25%2F01%2F2024&committee%5B%5D=%2Fen%2Fcommittees%2F33%2Fdisability-matters%2F
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/33/disability-matters/videos/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/33/disability-matters/#contact
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/33/disability-matters/our-role/#terms
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https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Michael-Moynihan.D.1997-06-26/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Pauline-Tully.D.2020-02-08/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Se%C3%A1n-Canney.D.2016-10-03/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Dessie-Ellis.D.2011-03-09/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Frank-Feighan.S.2002-09-12/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Gary-Gannon.D.2020-02-08/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Emer-Higgins.D.2020-02-08/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Brian-Leddin.D.2020-02-08/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Jennifer-Murnane-O'Connor.S.2016-04-25/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Tom-Clonan.S.2022-04-04/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Eileen-Flynn.S.2020-06-29/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Erin-McGreehan.S.2020-06-29/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Fiona-O'Loughlin.D.2016-10-03/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Mary-Seery-Kearney.S.2020-06-29/
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Introduction 

1. The role of the Joint Committee on Disability Matters (the Committee) is to monitor 

the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (UNCRPD). The Committee’s Work Programme was developed in line 

with the emerging themes from the UNCRPD.  

2. Article 24 of the UNCRPD requires States Parties to recognise the right of people 

with disabilities to education, with a view to realising this right without 

discrimination and on the basis of equal opportunity, while ensuring an inclusive 

education system at all levels and lifelong learning. Provisions also require States 

Parties to enable people with disabilities to learn life and social development skills 

to facilitate their full and equal participation in education and as members of the 

community.  

3. At public meeting, 11 May 2023 on ‘Disability Inclusive Social Protection’, the 

Committee heard that Rehab Group provides services to more than 10,000 people, 

championing diversity and inclusion in education, training, employment, and 

communities. The National Learning Network (NLN) is Rehab Groups supported 

education division, delivering inclusive education that is accessible to all students. 

NLN support almost 7,000 students each year, aged 16 years and upwards, across 

further education and training, FET, and higher education.1  

4. The Committee also heard that Rehab Group also includes RehabCare, which 

delivers health and social care services across Ireland, providing resource centres, 

respite, residential, supported accommodation, outreach, and home-based services. 

Rehab Groups social enterprise company provides employment opportunities and 

has recently developed an innovative model of supported employment called the 

transitional workforce, which will provide placement and support services, creating 

vibrant partnerships with the business community to provide sustainable 

employment opportunities for people with disabilities. 

 
1 Joint Committee on Disability Matters debate - Thursday, 11 May 2023 (oireachtas.ie) 

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/debate/joint_committee_on_disability_matters/2023-05-11/2/?highlight%5B0%5D=rehab&highlight%5B1%5D=group&highlight%5B2%5D=provides&highlight%5B3%5D=services&highlight%5B4%5D=more&highlight%5B5%5D=than&highlight%5B6%5D=10%2C000&highlight%5B7%5D=people&highlight%5B8%5D=championing&highlight%5B9%5D=diversity&highlight%5B10%5D=inclusion&highlight%5B11%5D=nln&highlight%5B12%5D=supported&highlight%5B13%5D=education&highlight%5B14%5D=division&highlight%5B15%5D=deliver&highlight%5B16%5D=inclusive&highlight%5B17%5D=education&highlight%5B18%5D=accessible&highlight%5B19%5D=all&highlight%5B20%5D=students&highlight%5B21%5D=support&highlight%5B22%5D=almost&highlight%5B23%5D=7%2C000&highlight%5B24%5D=students&highlight%5B25%5D=each&highlight%5B26%5D=year&highlight%5B27%5D=aged&highlight%5B28%5D=16&highlight%5B29%5D=years&highlight%5B30%5D=upwards&highlight%5B31%5D=across&highlight%5B32%5D=further&highlight%5B33%5D=education&highlight%5B34%5D=training&highlight%5B35%5D=fet&highlight%5B36%5D=higher&highlight%5B37%5D=education
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5. On the 17 February 2024, the Committee held a public meeting on ‘Aligning 

education with the UNCRPD’, and heard further that NLN offer four core education 

and training services, namely; 

• bridging and transition services with the HSE on a national basis;  

• specialist vocational training, including employer-based training, with the 

education and training boards, ETBs;  

• education support services with higher education and some further 

education and training institutions;   

• individual placement and support services with the HSE mental health 

services in a number of locations across the country.  

6. These services span inclusive education at all levels and support equity of access in 

education, lifelong learning, and employment for people with disabilities. At this 

meeting, the NLN invited the Committee to visit a training centre. 

7. A delegation of the Committee visited NLN, Kylemore Road, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10, 

on Wednesday, 14 February 2024 and included the following Members; 

• Cathaoirleach, Deputy Michael Moynihan 

• Leas-Chathaoirleach, Deputy Pauline Tully  

• Deputy Dessie Ellie 

• Senator Tom Cloonan 

• Senator Eileen Flynn 

• Senator Mary Seery Kearney 

8. The Clerk to the Committee, Mairead O’Donovan and Policy Adviser, Brenda Mc 

Cauley, from the Secretariat to the Committee, accompanied the delegation. 
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Briefing from NLN, Ballyfermot 

9. The Committee were welcomed by students and staff and met with the following 

representatives from NLN, Ballyfermot, who provided the following briefing; 

• Rehab Overview, Barry McGinn 

• NLN Overview, Lucianne Bird 

• NLN Ballyfermot, Paul Hodkinson 

10. Rehab Groups mission is to enable people to pursue opportunities in their lives, to 

be more independent, participate in and contribute to society living a life of their 

choosing. 

11. Rehab Group offers nationwide services, comprising of 12,800 Service 

users/Students, across 259 Locations comprising of 2,979 Staff across the three 

services, Rehab Care (Residential centres/supported accommodation, Respite 

services, Outreach services, PA/Home Services), NLN (QQI Programmes, Accredited 

programmes) and Rehab Enterprises (126 Employees and 77 Employees with 

disabilities on Wage Subsidy Scheme). 

12. NLN provide courses in 84 locations across 33 centres throughout Ireland. NLN’s 

certified training courses offer nationally recognised qualifications including QQI 

(Level 1-6), ECDL, MOS and City & Guilds. NLN facilitates students to recognise 

previous learning in order to gain a credit towards a full award. 

13. These services are used by a broad spectrum of people including individuals: 

• Claiming any form of disability benefit (students can learn whilst keeping 

any social welfare payments students are entitled to) 

• Recovering from accidents and injury 

• Acquiring a physical disability 

• Experiencing anxiety/depression or other mental health challenges or 

recovering from addictions 

• With autism 

• With long term illnesses impacting their daily lives 

• With a general or specific learning disability 

• Experiencing long Covid/post-Covid health challenges 
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• On Jobseeker’s Allowance or on no social welfare payments and who 

need specialist additional supports to engage in education, training, or 

work 

• Left school early 

14. NLN’s vocational courses are funded by the Educational Training Boards (ETB) and 

include the following: arts, craft and media, catering, tourism, hospitality and leisure, 

business studies and administration, computer and IT, horticulture and 

environment, career exploration and employment. 

15. NLN also provide a large number of rehabilitative training programmes which are 

designed to assist students in improving the quality of their lives through greater 

inclusion and involvement with the local community and through learning new skills. 

These programmes are funded by the HSE. 

16. All the courses are free to students as they are funded by the HSE or the local ETB, 

and there is a continuous enrolment, where students can start any time, along with 

the option to sample a course before committing. 

17. Students can access courses in a variety of ways: in their local centre, with a local 

employer, or even from the comfort of their own home. NLN supports approximately 

3,000 students each year and of those who completed their courses over 90% of 

these students went on to further or higher education, training, or employment. 

18. There is also psychological and advocacy support. 
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Overview of the visit to NLN, Ballyfermot 

19. The Committee welcomed hearing directly from students who were availing of the 

services in NLN Ballyfermot. Each student shared with the Committee how access to 

the learning services and supports in NLN Ballyfermot enabled them pursue 

opportunities in their lives, to be more independent, as well as providing ways to 

connect them to the community. 

20. The visit consisted of a tour of the training centre in Ballyfermot and included the 

following; 

• 11.00am Welcoming Party Students and Staff at entrance 

• 11.05 Committee Briefing: 

− Rehab Overview, Barry McGinn  

− NLN Overview, Lucianne Bird  

− NLN Ballyfermot, Paul Hodkinson  

• 11.20 Tour of NLN - Members of Committee visit classrooms and meet NLN students 

in following courses: 

− Access 

− Employer Based Training 

− Fresh Start 

− Vocational Skills Foundation 

− Information Technology and Office Skills 

− Multi-purpose Area/Games Hub 

− Phibsborough NLN Catering Class in canteen 

• 12.05 Drop into Rehab Enterprises with Centre Manager, Mark Maguire 

• 12.15 Drop into Rehab Care with Centre Manager, Francine Winters 

• 12.25 Concluding Remarks & Next Steps 

• 12.30 Committee Departs 

21. The Committee wish to thank the Director of Learning Rehab Group-NLN, Lucianne 

Bird, and staff of NLN Ballyfermot for the informative presentation and engaging 

discussion. The Committee will continue to explore this further under its Work 

Programme. 

 


