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Expertise/Experience (almost three years):  
 
Born at a County Home (St. Felim’s Hospital) in County Cavan: 

• Mother stayed at the hospital with us (Identical twin boys) for 21 days before she was 
admitted to Castlepollard. 

• We stayed at the hospital for a total of 42 days, 21 of the days were without our mother 
before we were admitted to Castlepollard. 

 
Castlepollard: 

• Mother stayed at Castlepollard for 1,015 days (2 years 9 months) 

• We stayed at Castlepollard for 973 days (2 years 8 moths) 
 

Total Time: 

• Mother’s total time at St. Felim’s Hospital & Castlepollard (2 years 10 months) 

• Our total time at St. Felim’s Hospital & Castlepolard (2 years 9+ months)  
 

We were shipped off (Banished to a foreign country (USA) at just under 3 years of age. 
 
The “General Scheme of a Mother and Baby Institutions Payment Scheme Bill” is based upon the 
“Time Spent in a Mother and baby or County Home Institution”.  Similarly, to the “Magdalene 
Restorative Justice Scheme” but not quite. (“Scheme” is the correct word for this plan “make plans, 
especially in a devious way or with intent to do something illegal or wrong.) Like the Legal Waivers, just 
WRONG. 
 

1. The time for the Magdalene Restorative Justice Scheme starts at 6 months and the payments 
schedules are divided by 6 month increments with consistent increasing amounts up until 10 
years. 
 

2. The time for the General Scheme of a Mother and Baby Institutions Payment Scheme Bill also 
starts at 6 months, however the payment schedules are divided by years (1 – 2 years, 2 – 3 
years), the payment increments are not consistent throughout the 10 years like the Magdalene 
Restorative Justice Scheme. 
 

3. I recommend that the General Scheme of a Mother and Baby Institutions Payment Scheme Bill 
mirror the Magdalene Restorative Justice Scheme payment schedule, and consistent increases 
of payments. The M&B compensation amounts are not realistic and are a joke (should be 
doubled the amounts of this first offer by the state). Ireland is showing the world that they do 
not care about human rights of women and children.  
 

4. Scheme for 10 years? 
Just one maximum compensation payout in Magdalene scheme since expansion   
https://www.thejournal.ie/just-one-maximum-compensation-payout-in-magdalene-scheme-
since-expansion-4471494-Feb2019/  “One survivor was awarded the maximum of €100,000” 
The scheme compensation should be allocated to cover a max of 7 years NOT 10  !!!! 
 
 

https://www.thejournal.ie/just-one-maximum-compensation-payout-in-magdalene-scheme-since-expansion-4471494-Feb2019/
https://www.thejournal.ie/just-one-maximum-compensation-payout-in-magdalene-scheme-since-expansion-4471494-Feb2019/


 
Time Spent in a Mother and Baby or 
County Home Institution 

General 
Payment for 
mothers and 
children € 
(Adjusted) 

REVISED 
General 
Payment for 
mothers and 
children € 

Less than 3 months (mothers only) 5,000 10,000 

Between 3 and 6 months (mothers only) 10,000 20,000 

Between 6 months and 1 Year 15,000 30,000 

1 - 2 Years 20,000 40,000 

2 - 3 Years 25,000 50,000 

3 - 4 Years 30,000 60,000 

4 - 5 Years 35,000 70,000 

5 - 6 Years 40,000 80,000 

6 - 7 Years 45,000 90,000 

 
 

a. Why do both schemes have ten-year payouts when ZERO claimants are eligible? 
Magdalene Restorative Justice Scheme average payout was €40,000, which equates to 
a little over 2 ½ year average time spent!!! 
If the average time spent in a M&B Homes equal the 2 ½ years like the Magdalene 
Restorative scheme the average redress payout for the M&B homes will be €20,000. 
The state is starting with a lowball offer!!!! 
 
Oak Report conclusions are not given a thought in this scheme!!! 
OAK Consultants asked for pensions or periodic payments. 
 
The Collaborative Forum and Oak Consultants. Survivors specifically requested the 
Health Amendment Act Medical Card (HAA card), NOT an enhanced medical card!!! 
The HAA card provides these additional private benefits: 
 
1) Privacy in terms of choosing a GP or consultancy service. 
2) Prescriptions (including the latest in medicines and devices). Prescriptions should 
not be limited to the HSE Reimbursement list which is the restricted list used by the 
public health service that limits the choice of medicines (eg the latest developed 
medicines) that may be recommended by a private GP/consultant.  
3) Private physiotherapy once referred by a GP. 
4) Comprehensive private dental care, chiropody/podiatry services in private and 
referred by a GP. 
5) Complementary therapies once referred by a GP. 
6) Private audiology service. 
7) Private advanced ophthalmic services. 
 
The above private benefits, requested by survivors, are not included in medical card 
being offered by the government. 

 



Survivors living outside Ireland like myself 
The Scheme offers a lump sum of Euro 3000 for Survivors living outside the State as a contribution 
towards health cover in the country of residence.  
 
The Collaborative Forum reported that survivors requested a monthly or annual stipend to be paid 
to overseas survivors to pay for health insurance/cover until end of life. 

 
5. I spent 2 years and 9 months in these institutions, the payments and payment categories must 

be divided by 6 month increments with consistent increases of amounts like the Magdalene 
Restorative Justice Scheme.  
 

6. The Lifelong Trauma  
 

a. Trauma of living in these institutions without love, care or nurturing during the most 
important development of a human’s life (birth to 2 years old). 

b. Trauma of early adolescent knowing you are adopted and live in a foreign country. 
Feeling abandon, and not wanted. 

c. Trauma of a not being able to answer any medical questions while growing up as a 
young child. 

d. Trauma of requesting information from the H&B home, the Irish agencies and being lied 
to and not having any information released to you that’s not retracted. 

e. Trauma & unknowing if your natural mother is looking for you, wondering if she is even 
dead or alive. 

f. Trauma of not have any family connections or identity.   
 
Justice needs and should be done; the current scheme is a sham and very insulting. I spent almost 
three years in the Irish institutions (County Home & Mother & Baby Home); the states initial 
compensation offer does not even cover the three years of damage; let along the lifelong damage I 
have to live with over the last 64 years. 

 


