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 Dear Joint Committee Members, 
 

I was born in 1949 in the Mother and Baby Institution in Bessboro Cork. At age two 
years and six months, I was illegally removed from my Mother and illegally fostered out to 
people in Cork City.  

 
I was neglected and abused by the foster parents. The ISPCC, and the Cork court 

committed me to incarceration in the Good Shepherd Industrial School, Sunday’s Well Cork. I 
was released from incarceration in 1965 when I was 16 years and six months old.   

 
I am making a submission (below) to the Committee in respect of the proposed general 

scheme of a Mother and Baby Institution Payment Scheme Bill I believe the scheme as it now 
stands does not conform to the United Nations Transitional Justice recommendations and it 
ignores the human rights violations perpetrated in the institutions. The scheme is 
discriminatory, disingenuous, and insulting to survivors.  
 

For the sake of brevity my submission highlights key points of the scheme which ignores 
Ireland's commitment and obligations to the protection of human rights to all the women and 
children of the nation. 
 

I would like to be called by the Committee to give further explanations on my lived 
experiences of the institutions and my academic expertise on the topic.  
 
Respectfully, 
Mary Harney 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Submission to the Joint Committee on Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth on 
the General Scheme of a Mother and Baby Institutions Payment Scheme Bill 

 
 
I am Mary Harney; I have the lived experience of 16 ½ years spent in Ireland's institutions and 
"foster" care systems. My academic qualifications are BA in Human Ecology, MA Irish Studies, 
Master of Laws in International Human Rights (LLM) and Honorary MPhil. I am currently 
enrolled in a four-year PhD programme at the Irish Centre for Human Rights at NUI Galway.  
 
The greatest concern I have about the proposed Bill is that it fails to consider the human rights 
violations perpetrated on Irish citizens, namely women and children. Ireland signed the 
European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) in 1953 and by doing so it agreed to respect the 
articles contained in the convention. Article 3 of the ECHR states "No one shall be subjected to 
torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment". In reading the testimonies of 
those of us that were born in Mother and Baby Institutions one cannot deny that inhuman and 
degrading treatment was the norm not the exception in these institutions. The proposed 
redress acknowledges that 'harm was done" while it continues to deny human rights violations.  
 
From 2018-2021 I was a member of the Collaborative Forum to advise the former minister 
Katherine Zappone on the forms of redress sought by those of us that were institutionalized in 
Mother and Baby institutions. The members of the forum spent six moths drafting a document 
that encompassed the issues of redress and memorialisation. In this document we proposed 
that people be given the HAA medical card, which is the gold standard card for access to 
medical professionals. We also asked for counselling services with trauma specialists, we asked 
for financial compensation for our sufferings. We were promised by the minister that our 
report on recommendations for redress would be published and that Senators and TD's would 
be given a copy of the report. To date this has not been done, due to minor legal issues which 
could have been addressed if the minister had returned the document to the forum for 
corrections. This report is comprehensive and for the department of children to say the legal 
issues have not yet been resolved is an insult to us as survivors, bearing in mind the report was 
concluded four years ago. I ask the committee to request a copy of the report to assure 
themselves of what we requested as a measure of redress.   
 
To save time I urge the committee to read the following reports  
http://clannproject.org/wp-content/uploads/Clann-Press-Release_17-12-21.pdf 
 

 
Annual Report of the Special Rapporteur on Child Protection 

https://assets.gov.ie ›  
 
These two reports are comprehensive, and they will inform the committee on the issues of 
human rights violations.   
  

 

http://clannproject.org/wp-content/uploads/Clann-Press-Release_17-12-21.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjx1YCF08r3AhVMiFwKHRdUBDIQFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.gov.ie%2F214234%2F9e893871-ecb7-4a28-879a-d0a83d5bc7e2.pdf&usg=AOvVaw32y7Mjik8Nc8ss61LnKO0s
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjx1YCF08r3AhVMiFwKHRdUBDIQFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.gov.ie%2F214234%2F9e893871-ecb7-4a28-879a-d0a83d5bc7e2.pdf&usg=AOvVaw32y7Mjik8Nc8ss61LnKO0s
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjx1YCF08r3AhVMiFwKHRdUBDIQFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.gov.ie%2F214234%2F9e893871-ecb7-4a28-879a-d0a83d5bc7e2.pdf&usg=AOvVaw32y7Mjik8Nc8ss61LnKO0s
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjx1YCF08r3AhVMiFwKHRdUBDIQFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.gov.ie%2F214234%2F9e893871-ecb7-4a28-879a-d0a83d5bc7e2.pdf&usg=AOvVaw32y7Mjik8Nc8ss61LnKO0s


 
 
  
 
  
  
 
 




