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I would like to thank the Committee for the opportunity to come to speak to you today on my 

Department’s response to the Ukrainian Crisis.  

 

Ireland continues to condemn the conflict in the strongest possible terms, and I reiterate our 

commitment to offer humanitarian assistance to those forced to flee their homeland, and seek refuge 

here. 

 

Since the outbreak of the conflict in Ukraine on February 24, and the invoking of the Temporary 

Protection Directive shortly thereafter, my Department has been working intensively as part of the 

cross-Government response to the Ukraine crisis.  

 

Ireland has never experienced an influx of refugees on this scale before. We have are doing so at time 

when our own housing crisis is severe, and approximately 10,000 people are in Direct Provision, a 

system of accommodation we are seeking to end.  

 

My Department’s role is focused on the immediate accommodation needs of those who have fled 

here. Nearly 30,000 people have arrived in Ireland to date. Approximately 20,000 have sought 

immediate accommodation. The accommodation provided is temporary in nature, focused on the 

emergency need to provide shelter.  

 

As I acknowledged when speaking previously on this, much of the accommodation provided is not 

perfect, and has involved a degree of congregated living. Unfortunately, this will have to continue. 

 

Local authorities have stood up emergency accommodation locations across the country on request, 

and the majority of immediate accommodation allocated at this time is in emergency accommodation. 

The temporary nature of emergency accommodation can involve a number of moves for those 

involved, which is also a logistical challenge for the Department.  

 

This need to move people on is not ideal, and we would prefer not to add to the stress of the new 

arrivals. However, is must be acknowledged that we are dealing with an unprecedented crisis in the 

modern era. 

 

We established a Ukraine unit within the Department, compromised of more than 80 staff, to support 

this effort.  

 

We have contracted approximately 16,500 beds in hotels, guesthouses and B&Bs, hostels, commercial 

self-catering accommodation and certain other repurposed settings, with additional capacity also 

being pursued through Airbnb, accommodation pledged by the public, state-owned or private 

properties suitable for short-term accommodation, accommodation belonging to voluntary bodies, 

religious properties, Local Authority facilities, holiday homes, large rest centres such as Millstreet, 

Airbnb and student accommodation. 



 

In sourcing and securing accommodation, the central consideration is the immediate safety and 

security of the displaced people fleeing Ukraine.  

 

I am conscious that there has been increased focus in recent weeks on pledged accommodation. 

People across Ireland have opened up their homes to those people fleeing the conflict in Ukraine. The 

Government is very grateful to all who have made these offers, and is supporting this process.  

 

Over 25,000 pledges made to the Irish Red Cross have resulted to date in 3,471 assumed vacant 

properties, and 6,700 assumed shared properties, which are being progressed by the Department and 

implementing partners.  

 

This is a process that has been slower than I would have liked, but moving people to vacant or shared 

accommodation needs to be done right, with consideration for the people involved, and that process 

takes time. 

 

To date over 859 persons have been placed in 311 properties nationwide. Pledges have been activated 

privately also. 

 

The Department is providing considerable support to the IRC to advance this project at pace. 

 

While currently there are no payments for those pledging property at the moment, this issue is being 

actively considered by Government.  

 

The Early Years Division in my Department has taken responsibility for a number of actions 

supporting Ukrainian parents and children access pre-school and to ensure children’s well-being. 

These actions have included the development and translation of introductory information on the 

Irish early learning and care sector.  

A capacity analysis across the country identified vacant pre-school places and work is ongoing to 

match children to the vacant places, as well as the creation of additional ECCE places where possible 

in areas of high demand.  

Information on the Access and Inclusion Model for children with disabilities accessing pre-school has 

been translated into Ukrainian and Russian. 

As a country, we have responded well to the call to support the effort in easing the burden for those 

relocating to Ireland from the conflict in Ukraine, and we will continue to do so as best we can. 

 

We all hope for an end to the war as soon as possible, but in the mean time we will continue to do our 

part. It is not easy to scale up services in such a short time, and we acknowledge that the system is 

not perfect and it is evolving every day.  

 

I thank all of our colleagues in National and Local Government and the general public for their 

continued efforts to respond to the crisis. I urge you to continue your efforts and we will work with all 

partners to assist where we can. 


