
Number Name Brief description  

1.  Alan Carr My mother's name was Mary Carr she had me and my twin brother in Sean 
Ross Abbey roscrea County Tipperary on the 5th of June 1966 sadly my twin 
brother Joseph Carr died on 7th of June 1966 he is buried in the infants burial 
ground in roscrea Sean Ross Abbey I think all these burials should be looked at 
not just Tuam.  If we are to wright the wrongs of the past             I went to Sean 
Ross Abbey in the early 90s to find out my proper date of birth as I had three 
different dates of birth .Two birth certs and one baptism cert I met a nun there I 
found out that is was the 5th of June I then ask where was my brother buried 
she gave me directions to the ruins of an old church about a mile or so away 
she said there was little stones sticking out of the ground I don't know which 
one is your brother she said. I went there for years with flowers took my 
mother there my family never thinking that I was in the wrong place until one 
day I was going to a hurling match with my son and went in there to show him 
where I was born.  I met two men working there they told me there was never 
anyone Buried there and showed me the infants graveyard. I could not believe 
that she would do that to anyone. Where they hiding something I will never 
know.                     

2.  Mary Geoghegan To who it may concerns 
I would like to put my name down for all 796 children that should of been look 
after with love and kindness, may thay rip hope this bill gets passed  

3.  Damian Fagan To whom it may concern. 
 Please Identify and rebury those children from the Tuam and all  other homes 
with proper respect. 

4.  Celia Willoughby GIVE THEM A DECENT BURIAL  

5.  Annette Heffernan I am asking Can the legislation Bill be passed immediately in order to exhume 
the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers and to do DNA tests and 
rebury them with the Dignity they were denied 

6.  Angela Lally I  Angela Lally am asking  the government  to please pass legislation as soon as 
possible to allow for escavation , identify children in Tuam tanks and have them 
reburied in a respectful way . I and my extended family want our relative 
removed from Tuam tanks. Next year is a long time away, it's an unnecessary 
wait for survivors and families.yours sincerely Angela Lally.   

7.  Debby Flanagan In the name of common decency and compassion...if there is an ounce left in 
ye...please allow these innocents a dna and proper burial. 

8.  Martina Mullarkey My email to you is a plea to pass General Scheme of a Certain Institutional 
Burials (Authorised Interventions) Bill immediately.  Please ensure that those in 
authority set out a programme to exhume the Tuam babies that had been 
discarded in the sewage tank chambers without delay.   The programme needs 
to include DNA testing then a dignified reburial they so sadly must have.   

9.  Claire O Mara To whom it may concern, 
 
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve.  
They deserve this at the Very least!!  
Please do the Right thing for their Souls and for the Families of those beautiful 
babies. Give people closure and allow others to find their relatives using DNA!  



10.  Áine Dunne I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve. This 
matter should be of utmost importance to those with the power to do the right 
thing. 

11.  Susan Mannion I am requesting that the legislation bill be passed immediately in order to 
EXHUME THE TUAM BABIES FROM THE SEWAGE TANK CHAMBERS  AND TO 
DNA TEST AND REBURY THEM WITH THE DIGNITY THEY WERE DENIED! 
I think it is absolutely shocking and shameful that these precious babies and 
children still lay dumped in this area. 
It is immoral and wrong and it must be addressed immediately. 

12.  Hazel Furlong I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve 
  
For all I know of my pass one of those children could be related to me a s I 
would like the chance to test my DNA against them.  
Please do not continue to hide these children, please do not continue to protect 
the religious orders.  

13.  Emma I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve 
It’s rumoured that my aunts baby is one of the babies and I would love to find 
the truth.  

14.  Debbie Deegan Please Exhume those babies as soon as possible . Pass legislation immediately.  

15.  Aissa Lopez Dear TDs and Senators  
My father was born in Beesboro, a place where over 900 babies died and we 
dontvkniw where the bodies are. We know where some of them are in Tuam, I 
urge you to consider your conscience and follow the law, a coroner should be 
involved, a forensic pathologist, DNA testing and a dignified reburial.  
Also please do the same in Cork, investigate, hand it over for criminal 
investigation if needed.  
Also please read below calling for the evidence and testimony by survivors not 
to be destroyed ... U cannot believe that this has happened , a terrible betrayel 
of those brave people. Therlir testimony is precious and itvis disrespectful in 
the extreme that it should be destroyed.  
 
The Mother and Baby Homes Commission of Investigation is due to dissolve on 
28 February 2021, having issued findings and recommendations completely at 
odds with the experiences of survivors and adopted people. 
 
The Commission of Investigation has destroyed all audio recordings of 550 
testimonies received from mothers and the adult children of girls and women 
separated from their infants through extreme discrimination, 
institutionalisation and coercion. The Commission did not make transcripts of 
these audio recordings. 
 
This wanton destruction of evidence denies survivors the ability to refute the 
Commission’s erroneous findings. For example, the Commission claims that: 
 
- The institutions provided a refuge 



- There is ‘no evidence’ that girls or women were forced to enter mother and 
baby homes by the Church or State authorities 
- Girls and women were ‘always free to leave’ and were not incarcerated 
- The forced unpaid labour of girls and women in the Mother and Baby Homes 
‘was generally work which they would have had to do if they were living at 
home’  
- There is ‘very little evidence that children were forcibly taken from their 
mothers’, even though ‘mothers did not have much choice’  
- Some women ‘are of the opinion that their consent was not full, free and 
informed’ but ‘there is no evidence that this was their view at the time of the 
adoption’ 
- There is ‘no evidence’ that girls or women were denied pain relief  
- There is ‘no evidence of discrimination’ in relation to decisions made about 
fostering or adoption of mixed race children or children with disabilities 
- There is ‘no evidence of injury to the children involved as a result of vaccine 
trials’ 
- Criticisms of Tusla regarding information and tracing are ‘unfair and 
misplaced’ 
- Diocesan records and the records of the religious orders ‘are the property of 
the holders and they have the right to determine who gets access’ and 
- Where babies died while their mother was in the institution ‘it is possible that 
[she] knew the burial arrangements or would have been told if [she] asked. It is 
arguable that no other family member is entitled to that information’. 
 
Destruction of evidence is a criminal offence under section 31 of the 
Commissions of Investigation Act 2004. The Commission’s destruction of the 
majority of the witness evidence it received also breaches section 43 of the 
Commissions of Investigation Act 2004 which requires the Commission to 
deposit with the Minister ‘all evidence received by and all documents created 
by or for the commission’, including ‘records of interviews’. 
 
The Information Form provided by the Commission stated nowhere that 
testimony would be destroyed. Numerous survivors have said that they were 
not asked nor informed.  
 
The Government has failed to act even though it has known about this large-
scale destruction of audio recordings since 30 October 2020, when it received 
the Commission’s Final Report. 
 
Many adopted people and survivors have notified the Gardaí and the Data 
Protection Commissioner, but these bodies cannot investigate fully or try to 
recover the recordings if the Commission of Investigation no longer exists. 
 
THE GOVERNMENT MUST STOP THIS ABUSE BY TAKING THE FOLLOWING 
ACTIONS: 
 
1. Legislate urgently to prevent the Mother and Baby Homes Commission of 
Investigation from dissolving on 28 February 2021. This requires two 
emergency amendments to section 7 of the Commission of Investigation 
Records Act 2020: (1) to keep the Commission in existence legally for another 
year, and (2) nonetheless to require transfer of the remaining Commission 



archive to the Minister by the end of this month as planned. 
 
2. Provide unconditional access to birth certificates for adopted people now. 
This requires an immediate one-paragraph amendment to the Adoption Act or 
the Civil Registration Act. The Minister promised to implement GDPR when he 
receives the Commission’s archive on 28 February, and he cannot do so if he 
does not provide birth certificate access. The Irish Court of Appeal has also 
found that it is an unenumerated Constitutional right ‘to have [one’s] identity 
correctly recognised by the Irish State’ (Habte v Minister for Justice, February 
2020). 
 
3. Legislate to provide those affected with full access to the entire archive of 
administrative files gathered by the Commission of Investigation, which show 
how the institutions and system of family separation was run. This requires an 
immediate amendment to the Commissions of Investigation Act 2004. Survivors 
and adopted people have a Right to the Truth and according to international 
and European law they should never have been denied this information. The 
Commission was wrong to operate in secret and the Government must now tell 
the truth. 
 
Please let me know that you will pursue these matters with the utmost 
urgency. 

16.  Linda Hughes I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babaies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by a burial with the dignity they deserve. 
 
How you need thousands of emails begging this is something I will never 
understand. How this hasn’t been done to allow them innocent children to rest 
and there remaining families some closure on what happened there beloved 
children is truly disgusting. To know the people stopping this have families and 
children of there own, and couldn’t imagine them buried in a septic tank but 
deem it acceptable for these innocent little souls is beyond hypocritical. 
 
I’m begging you to stop torturing the already tortured. 

17.  Liam Garvey I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve. 
This has been a festering scandal for too long - please show some humanity and 
agree to this. 

18.  Susan Murphy Please Ex-Hume these Tuam Babies. 
If it was my relative or my child I would be demanding this to happen,  
 A respectful funeral & individual graves not one big grave. 

19.  Phil Stankard To whom it concerns 
 
I ask that the babies lying in the sewers in Tuam is exhumed, identified and 
buried in a humane and dignified way. It is important this is done ASAP to 
honour those relatives who are still alive and also need dignity, respect and 
Compassion.  

20.  Will R. Hamilton I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 



tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve. It's time 
to put an end to the state within the state run from the Vatican. 

21.  Dr Elaine Keane To whom it may concern, 
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve. 
I hope that you understand that the situation in Tuam (and unfortunately 
elsewhere in Ireland) is shocking evidence of institutional human rights abuse. 
It is time to make reparations for the past.  

22.  Ingrid Martin The world is watching Ireland  and how the government deals with  this 
horrendous matter and the church that allowed it to happen .  
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve. 

23.  Helen Newall, BA; 
PGCE; MA; PhD; MA. 

I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation that allows the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from teh sewage tank chambers, and allowing 
for DNA testing on their remains followed by burial with the dignity that they 
deserve. Any humane society would expect that, surely? 

24.  Lina Ryan A Chara 
 
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve. This is 
an inalienable right afforded to all in the constitution of Ireland  please honour 
this. 

25.  Samantha Mc 
Caffrey 

To whom it may concern/ CBB:  
 
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve.  
My mother was born in a mother and baby home, though not in Tuam. This is a 
human rights issue and a chance for this government to do something that is 
right and healing for all of us living on this island.  

26.  Ita Meehan To whom it may concern, 
 
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by a burial with the dignity they so deserve. It’s 
well time these precious little angels are identified and acknowledged as 
human beings. Enough hurt and heartbreak has been indured by survivors and 
families. This will never ever go away. This will never ever be forgotten..  The 
time is now to act  

27.  John Power Dear Sir / Madam. 
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve. 
We owe this to all the abuse victims, and to all the brave men and women who 
gave their lives for a fair, honest, and just Ireland. 

28.  Sara Walls Dear Sir/Madam,  
It is imperative that you immediately pass legislation allowing the exhumation 
of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers, allowing DNA tests on 



their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve. It is also 
imperative that you pursue the Bons Secours order for the funds for the whole 
undertaking, given that it was their duty of care to provide proper burial in the 
first place.  
As an Irish woman I need my government to make this right and to avoid 
further compounding of the mistakes of our past.  

29.  Úna Walsh I AM MAKING A SUBMISSION TO THE OIREACHTAS, REQUESTING THAT THE 
LEGISLATION BILL BE PASSED IMMEDIATLY IN ORDER TO EXHUME THE TUAM 
BABIES FROM THE SEWAGE TANK CHAMBERS  AND TO DNA TEST AND REBURY 
THEM WITH THE DIGNITY THEY WERE DENIED:     
JUST MAKE A PLEA, GIVE YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NO. TO THE 
FOLLOWING EMAIL: ####### Stands with Catherine Corless and makes a  plea 
to have the Tuam babies DNA tested and reburied with dignity and humanity 
they were denied  

30.  TP Niland   TUAM 
 
A chance for us to have our say and to fix the disaster of 796 missing Babies & 

Children. Pls act      
 
The joint Committee on Children is looking for submissions toward institutional 
burials, this incorporates the Tuam Home and the 796 unaccounted for 
Babies/Children. We know that many of them still lie in a sewage system on 
that site... 
 
We now have the chance to help fix this by emailing (details below) a 
submission to have them removed, identified and buried with dignity and love. 
 
To do nothing, is to leave our town with a history of 796 missing 
Babies/Children the majority lying in a sewage system in our town. 
The choice to act, is to free 796 Babies/Children from a sewage system to a 
dignified burial and to free our town from the tag above and to show that we 
care, we love and we want this fixed asap. 

Feel free to use this template     .. 
 
Email to -  cbb@oireachtas.ie 
Subject: Tuam babies  
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains to identify them followed by a dignified burial.  
As the Tuam site has been test excavated previously and large quantities of 
remains of infants found in a disused sewage system it needs to be prioritized 
and dealt with immediately and without further delay. 

31.  Brian Ó Donnchadha Please facilitate the immediate passing of the relevant bill to ensure that the 
remains of the Tuam Babies are exhumed, DNA tested and buried with the 
dignity that is the natural right of all human beings. We can then feel that there 
is at least some modicum of decency in our leadership. 
Thank you. 

32.  Barbara Ann Folan These babies should be exhumed and given a nice resting place with family  

33.  Josephine Mary 
Gregory 

To Judge Yvonne Murphy , Roderick O'Gorman, Catherine Connolly, 
 
Trusting you all have the interests and influence in the subject, I would like to 



request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the exhumation of the 
Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA tests on their 
remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve 

34.  Louise Kelly I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve. 
  
As a niece of one of these babies I want to be able to bury her in a proper 
grave.  Her name was Nora Duffy. 

35.  Maria Moylett To whom it concerns, I would very much request the legislation bill be passed 
so the Tuam children/ babies bodies can be exhumed, DNA tests and buried 
with dignity 

36.  Tom Niland Dear Joint Committee for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration   
I wish to make a submission on the bill in relation to Burial sites where remains 
were disposed of inappropriately at institutions run by the state or on behalf of 
the state. 
As you scrutinize the bill please make sure that the Tuam site is prioritized and 
acted on immediately as this site has had test excavations as referenced in the 
Fifth Interim report along with detailed analysis of findings of infant remains in 
situ.   
The reason why I believe Tuam should be prioritized is not only due to the fact 
that the Commission in it’s fifth interim report showed that a substantial 
amount of human remains of infants has been located in a sewage system on 
that site but also that it gives an exact location and also gives details of the 
types of remains in situ in the sewage system. This is currently not the case for 
any of the other sites. 
An Exhumation and analysis model at the Tuam site can provide a template 
which can then be taken forward to deal with other sites associated with this 
great tragedy in due course. 
Another reason Tuam should be dealt with immediately is due to the negative  
context which the town has had cast on it due to the finding of babies remains 
in a sewage system at the Tuam home site along with 796 missing babies and 
children I and I’m sure many many others want to see this matter dealt with 
comprehensively and speedily with the remains of those found  given the 
dignity they were denied in life by the towns people and the town whose name 
we want to now associate with healing, love and remembrance by removing 
and identifying those remains that lay in a sewage system without further 
delay. 

37.  Carmel Hogan A chairde 
 
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve 
 
This is the minimum to which they, their mothers and their relatives are 
entitled in our supposedly civilised country. Anything less only compounds the 
hurt and pain inflicted on them in their short lives. If this is to cost money, I 
would be happy to contribute.  

38.  Jacinta Killoran I would earnestly request that the team babies be exhumed and be given a 
dignified compassionate  burial.its the least they deserve.hurry up and,sort this 



out please.catherine corless is,a living saint but you aren't listening to her pleas 
on this matter. 

39.  Michael Mulryan Dear sir/madam 
 
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains to identify them followed by a dignified burial.  
As the Tuam site has been test excavated previously and large quantities of 
remains of infants found in a disused sewage system it needs to be prioritized 
and dealt with immediately and without further delay. 

40.  Lisa Nihill To whom it may concern, 
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing for the 
Tuam babies to be exhumed, identified and given a proper burial. This should 
be treated as a crime scene and with all urgency dealt with as such 

41.  F. ROBINSON I AM REQUESTING THAT THE LEGISLATION BILL BE PASSED IMMEDIATLY IN 
ORDER TO EXHUME THE TUAM BABIES FROM THE SEWAGE TANK AND 
SURROUNDING GROUNDS AND THAT THEY BE DNA TESTED AND REBURIED 
WITH THE DIGNITY THEY WERE DENIED BY THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.    

42.  Roseanna ward I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve.  
As the Tuam site has been test excavated previously and large quantities of 
remains of infants found in a disused sewage system it needs to be prioritized 
and dealt with immediately and without further delay. 

43.  Lorna Koh I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve.  
As the Tuam site has been test excavated previously and large quantities of 
remains of infants found in a disused sewage system it needs to be prioritized 
and dealt with immediately and without further delay. 

44.  Linds Powell I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve.  
As the Tuam site has been test excavated previously and large quantities of 
remains of infants found in a disused sewage system it needs to be prioritized 
and dealt with immediately and without further delay. 

45.  Eoin O Flaherty It was said many years ago,  “The moral test of government is how that 
government treats those who are in the dawn of life, the children; those who 
are in the twilight of life, the elderl"  
 
The Duty of care is upon all who vote tomorrow to recognise the rights of those 
who were so ill treated by our state and those entrusted to offer care. 
 
The Duty of care is to offer real closure to the families, the children and proper 
recognition of  the children discarded so cruelly 
 
The Duty of care is to set a precedent that no longer will such treatment of any 
in society be  accepted. 
 
The Duty of care is in your hands, and many will be watching to see in whose 
interest the vote takes. 



 
I would request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the exhumation 
of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA tests on their 
remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve 

46.  Aaron Stone To whom it may concern, 
 
The relegation of the Tuam Infants to a sewage tank chamber as a final resting 
place shows the highest disregard for their person. This treatment is an affront 
to all creation and flies in the face of the dignity that Ireland holds in highest 
esteem for all of its citizens.  
 
I would like to express my hope that you immediately draft, discuss, and pass 
legislation and allocate funding that will enable the coordinated exhumation, 
documentation and identification via DNA testing of the Tuam infants. Once 
these identifications are made the legislation should also account for their 
proper reinterrment in a place that affords the the same rights as those who 
passed from natural causes. 

47.  Emma McGuinness Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve.  
 
As the Tuam site has been test excavated previously and large quantities of 
remains of infants found in a disused sewage system it needs to be prioritized 
and dealt with immediately and without further delay. 

48.  Chris Butler I would like you to immediately pass legislation to facilitate the exhumation of 
the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers thereby allowing DNA tests 
on the remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve. 
As the Tuam site has already been excavated and large quantities of remains of 
infants found in a disused sewage system, exhumation urgently needs to be 
prioritised. It must be dealt with immediately without further delay. 

49.  Gabriel Lardner I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve.  
As the Tuam site has been test excavated previously and large quantities of 
remains of infants found in a disused sewage system it needs to be prioritized 
and dealt with immediately and without further delay. 

50.  Johnny Guirke TD I, Johnny Guirke TD , wish to make the following submission 
on the Castlepollard Mother and Baby Home, in relation to 
the Burials Bill : 
• That a full GPS ground penetrating survey of the plot 
itself and surrounding area be carried out to determine the 
precise boundary of the plot, as still born babies could not 
be buried in the sanctified ground. 
• That the babies be exhumed and given a proper burial burial. 

51.  Susie Boekhout I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve.  
As the Tuam site has been test excavated previously and large quantities of 



remains of infants found in a disused sewage system it needs to be prioritized 
and dealt with immediately and without further delay. 

52.  Róisín Burke I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve.  
It is a disgrace how the goverment is handling this. Shame on them. 

53.  Joe Heneghan I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve.  
As the Tuam site has been test excavated previously and large quantities of 
remains of infants found in a disused sewage system it needs to be prioritized 
and dealt with immediately and without further delay. 

54.  Áine Hayden I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuan Babies from the sewage tank chambers, allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve. 
 
Only then can the healing begin. 

55.  Jude Hughes Dear Theresa submitted question before judge murphy about th whyques 
persons. were deprived of information about their background  under Act this 
and redacted  she confirmed that it was challangeanthe high court upheld  it I 
queried was this  in the constitution she confirmed it wasn't Ipointed out to her 
that  European law over rode this as only items under the consitution were 
protected  therefore all these laws were illegal  since1973 she confirmed this 
before me and mr Duncan   and others which I could furnish as witness to this 
confirmation yet at no time in her report she never mentioned it  as a result 
people were left floundering  around for the next 38years looking for their 
background information which was llegaly withheld  this added another 38 
years of misery to most person who were institutionalised it was like a extra 
punishment    to Innocent People   Judge Murphy should have pointed this out 
her report she dodged  it this was a betrayal  and   we trusted her integrity  and 
felt let down  this was a very serious  betrail and proved that the truth shall not 
be told  

56.  Lynda Morrissey Dear Sir/Madam 
I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the bones (possibly of hundreds of babies) from the sewage tank 
chambers in Tuam allowing DNA tests on their remains followed by burial with 
the dignity they deserve. 



57.  Fiona Hanratty To whom it may concern, 
 
I hereby request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the exhumation 
of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers so that DNA tests may be 
carried out on their remains and a proper burial given with the full dignity they 
deserve.  No soul deserves to be left there. 
 
Furthermore some actual and real apology should be given to the survivors, not 
that it's the fault of those in power NOW, but it is a collective fault from by-
gone years, that in order to move to the future, one must first recognise the 
past and make peace with it.  Only then can we collectively move forward, 
remove the stigma and heal society as a whole. Available to attend public 
hearings, depending on covid developments. 

58.  Ann-Marie Ablett  please exhume the babies and give them the dignity they so rightly deserve by 
having a decent burial, and actually a Memorial should be in place to let the 
population  and the world  know of this tragedy and the disgrace it has brought 
on “Good Catholic Ireland” shameful and beyond words. 
If you know the dates in advance I may well travel from Cardiff to say goodbye 
to them , Sincerely and thoroughly disappointed at present to say I am “Irish “ 
never ever did I ever think I would be ashamed to write the above...but here it 
is. 

59.  Erin Barnett and 
Colleen Cunnane 
 

Good morning. 
 
I am sure your inboxes are filled with the below request regarding the children's 
remains in the sewage tank chambers of the Tuam Mother and Baby home. We 
would like to share our personal story as well. My mother was adopted from a 
mother baby home in the UK. We traced her mother to the home but never got 
any further. We tried to consider ourselves lucky that at least her mother had 
not endured places like the Tuam home we were reading about in the news. 
After decades of roadblocks from both the catholic church and numerous 
government agencies we found so very little of our family's history. Then came 
DNA tests like Ancestry etc. We discovered a large amount of our matches were 
from the island of Inishbofin. We were able to piece together my mother's 
family history. Our relief over our mother/grandmother not having endured the 
horrors of the Tuam home was short lived. It turns out a couple years before 
my mother was born my grandmother gave birth to my aunt, my mother's 
sister, in the Tuam home. Mary Patricia Cunnane. She died at 2 months of age 
of influenza and convulsions per the death certificate. She is one of the 796 
infants buried in those tank chambers. My grandmother Mary Margaret 
Cunnane's family's poverty was so great and the Catholic faith on the island so 
dominant she had no choice but to go to one of these homes, just as so many 
others did. The reasons why can be argued for centuries I am sure. We care less 
about the reasons than we do about ensuring our loved one, and make no 
mistake, from the moment we knew of her existence she became our very 
much loved and missed one, our concern is that her remains be identified and 
given to us to be buried and reunited with her mother Mary Margaret on 
Inishbofin where she will be remembered and mourned appropriately. To know 
of her existence, however brief on this earth, and to know that she remains in 
those tanks is a daily horror no one's family should have to endure. Argue your 



reasons and accountabilities for all eternity, but please, please allow us and 
Mary Patricia the dignity of a proper burial with her family. Allow us that small 
bit of closure after allowing the horrors endured in the first place. Attached are 
pictures we have of our mother Mary Margaret, her grave and the recent love it 
was shown by wonderful cousins on Inishbofin. Family and cousins we have 
been denied knowing for a lifetime already. Please let us lay Mary Patricia to 
rest here with her mother where our family can mourn her properly.  
 
We would like to respectfully request that you immediately pass legislation 
allowing the exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers 
allowing DNA tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they 
deserve. 
 
Thank you very much for your time and consideration of our request. 
Respectfully,  
Erin Barnett and Colleen Cunnane 
 

60.  Daniel J Elliott. 
 

Please find attached photo as being the proof that babies are buried in 
unmarked and unconsecrated ground in Bessborough Mother and Babies 
home. I was walking in the area in 1997.  

 I reported my find to the Gardai in Cork soon after. Notes were taken. No 
action followed. 

This bone was recovered in an area about 100 meters outside the nuns 
graveyard. It was recovered by chance by myself where a tree had fallen after a 
storm. The roots from the fallen tree had lifted the soil and exposed these 
bones. 

 My name is Daniel Elliot. It is recorded that I was born in Bessborough Mother 
and Baby home.  

You already have extensive communication from me regarding these matters. 

 Please arrange to have these remains properly identified and interred with 
dignity.  

 What is knowledge.. but glean from a book. 

What is wisdom.. but the years that it took. 
  
What is justice.. but custody of men. 
What is truth.. but it lives now and then. 
  
What is love.. but the absence of hate. 
What is honour.. but a difficult state.  
  
What is war.. but pestilence and death. 
What is peace.. but to strive for, and yet? 
  



What is hope.. but relief of despair. 
What is life.. but a planet to share. 
  
Daniel J Elliott. 
 

61.  John Buckley 
McQuaid 

I would like to request that you immediately pass legislation allowing the 
exhumation of the Tuam babies from the sewage tank chambers allowing DNA 
tests on their remains followed by burial with the dignity they deserve 
 
 

62.  Mary Harney  Thank you for the invitation to appear before you this morning.  
My name is Mary Harney. I was born on February 9th, 1949 in Bessborough 
Mother and Baby Institution in Cork. I spent two and a half years in the 
institution and I was illegally fostered from there. At age 5 years, due to 
neglect on the part of the foster people I was taken to court by the ISPCC 
and I was subsequently incarcerated until I was 16 and a half in the Good 
Shepherd’s Industrial School. Sunday’s Well Cork.  
I am also a member of the Collaborative Forum of Former Residents of 
Mother and Baby Homes, independently appointed in 2018.  
I have a degree in human ecology from College of the Atlantic in Maine, 
USA, and two postgraduate degrees from NUI Galway: one in Irish Studies 
and one in International Human Rights Law.  
My primary concern today and in all of my work is to ensure that the Irish 
State takes a human rights-based approach to dealing with the ongoing 
abuses that stem from the incarceration, neglect, exploitation and forced 
separation of mothers and their children in Ireland’s institutions.  
Ireland’s commitments under the European Convention on Human Rights, 
and under a range of international treaties, and importantly according to 
domestic law including the Irish Constitution, require there to be an 
effective investigation into all deaths that occurred in Mother and Baby 
Homes and other state-supported institutions.  
An ‘effective investigation’ is one that involves family members of the 
deceased fully, providing them with access to all available information and 
records.  
An effective investigation is one that gives family members the opportunity 
to suggest lines of inquiry.  
An effective investigation is one that happens in public, unlike the Mother 
and Baby Homes Commission of Investigation which operated in secret.  
An effective investigation is one that asks all relevant questions, and takes 
all reasonable steps to obtain evidence including eyewitness testimony and 
forensic evidence.  
A Coroner’s inquest is the usual way in which the Irish State discharges its 
legal duty to uphold the right to life and the right of relatives to know the 
truth about the circumstances of death where their loved one dies in a 
state-funded, or state-inspected institution. A Coroner’s inquest is the usual 
way of protecting human rights and ensuring accountability where there are 
questions about a person’s treatment prior to their death.  



It is clear that children were neglected and abused in Mother and Baby 
institutions. I know this from my own experience, which my mother told me 
about. Before we were separated,  
she was not allowed to see me, feed me or play with me on a daily basis. 
The death rates of infants in these institutions are known to have been 
much higher than for the rest of the population.  
The Coroner currently has the obligation to carry out inquests into these 
deaths. Why are inquests not happening? Why does the Government’s Bill, 
which we are discussing here today, insist on disapplying the Coroner’s 
powers wherever an Agency is to be established?  
Is it not possible for the State to conduct inquests at the same time as 
providing the option of exhumation and DNA testing to relatives where that 
is what they want?  
Finally, why is there no provision in this Bill for access to records?  
It is not possible for family members to participate in any process of inquiry, 
or exhumation or DNA identification, without access to all of the existing 
paper records that are currently in Minister O’Gorman’s archive and held by 
other institutions and agencies. The records I am talking about are not just 
the personal files of deceased children. They are also the administrative files 
which show how the institutions were run, what decisions were made, what 
inspections were undertaken, and what the Government knew. There is a 
human right to the truth. That is the first step towards redress. Access to 
records has been missing from every single effort that the Government has 
made to respond to the Mother and Baby Homes and related abuses. It is 
time to start telling the truth. 

 


