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Firstly, I would like to thank the Deputy Cahill Chairperson and members of the Joint 

Committee for this opportunity to come before the Committee today. 

 

Opening statement to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture, Food and the 

Marine on EU Regulation on Veterinary Medicinal Products 2019/6 

Regulations 2019/4 on Medicated Feed and 2019/6 on Veterinary Medicinal Products redefine 

the context for use of medicinal products in animals at all levels including prescription, 

dispensing, storage, use and disposal. This came into force on the 28 January 2019. The main 

categories of medicinal product affected by these regulations are antimicrobials and 

antiparasitics. Teagasc promotes the responsible use of antimicrobials and anthelmintics and 

are fully conscious of the need to reduce their usage. This is in-line with our support for the 

ONEHEALTH concept.  

Antimicrobials veterinary medicine 

On the core of this regulation is to fight antimicrobial resistance through specific measures 

ensuring prudent and responsible antimicrobial use in animals in line with a One-Health 

approach for the benefit of animal and public health.  

The new Regulation aims to reduce antimicrobial usage and includes the following important 

principles:  

1. Antimicrobials must not be applied routinely; and must not be used to compensate for poor 

hygiene, inadequate animal husbandry, or poor farm management;  

2. Antimicrobials must not be used for prophylaxis (preventive treatment to a healthy animal) 

except in very exceptional circumstances; 

 3. Antimicrobials must not be used for metaphylaxis, (treatment of healthy cohort animals) 

except when the risk of spread of an infection or of an infectious disease in the group of 

animals is high and no other appropriate alternatives are available; 

 4. Restrictions apply regarding the use of certain types of antimicrobials;  

5. All veterinary prescriptions should be based on a clinical examination or other proper 

assessment by a veterinarian;  
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6. Veterinary prescriptions for antimicrobials are only valid to be filled for 5 days; and are 

limited to the amount required for the treatment concerned. This means the prescription 

must be filled within 5 days, but the duration of treatment may be for longer than 5 days. 

Teagasc was and is involved in strategic action within all 5 objectives of the iNAP 2017-2020 

and iNAP2 2021-2025 (Irish National Action Plan on Antimicrobial resistance) covering all its 

role in research, KT and education.  

Teagasc played the leading role on the collection of the first data on antimicrobial use in the 

Irish pig and poultry sector, which guided the creation by DAFM in 2019 of the first AMU 

national database in any species in the Republic of Ireland. Teagasc also described the patterns 

of antimicrobial prescription, established the main risk factors for the use of antimicrobials in 

pigs, including socio-economic factors, and is currently developing strategies to minimise this 

use.  

This work started in the pig sector as the main user of antimicrobials but has been expanded 

to other sectors like dairy and beef, which are also users for common health issues like mastitis 

or pneumonia. Teagasc has quantified the AMU in 0–6-month-old beef and dairy calve. The 

average AMU for suckler beef calves from birth to six months was 7.25 mg/PCU with 

approximately two-thirds of that given in the first month of life and with 20.4% of suckler beef 

calves treated with AM for at least one disease event. Dairy calves had an average AMU of 

7.11 mg/PCU and 14.8% of dairy-bred calves were treated with AM at least once. 

Additionally, Teagasc research has indicated that selective dry cow therapy (SDCT) will only 

be successful in low SCC cows. A study carried by Teagasc in herds that practiced good mastitis 

control found that 18.7% of the cows had an intermammary infection. Staphylococcus aureus 

accounted for the majority of these infections and the last test-day SCC was the best predictor 

of infection. The cut-point for last test-day SCC which maximised sensitivity and specificity was 

64,975 cells/mL.  

The strategies to minimise the use of antimicrobials include education programs for all those 

involved in the health of farm animals and promotion of good practice on the ground. The 

Teagasc advisory services play a fundamental role for these strategies and they will help with 

a rapid and effective implementation of the regulations.  

 

Antiparasitic veterinary medicines  

Antiparasitic drugs are a group of medications used in the management and treatment of 

infections by parasites, including protozoa, helminths, and ectoparasites in farm animals. 

Antiparasitic veterinary medicines will change their route of supply to prescription only 

medicines as these products are considered to no longer comply with the criteria for 

exemption from prescription. While the public health imperative for changes in practices 

regarding the use of antibiotics differs from that of antiparasitics, drug resistant parasites are 

a major challenge to the sustainability of our grass-based production system with these 

pathogens estimated to cost almost €240 million annually to our ruminant livestock 

production industry. The continued availability of efficacious anti-parasitic veterinary 

medicines is critically important to maintain our high standards of animal health, welfare and 



production. With a lack of new products on the horizon it is crucial that we maintain the 

efficacy of the products currently available. 

  

Teagasc works closely with other national and international research performing 

organisations on sustainable parasite control research projects. This research has determined 

the prevalence and spatial distribution of parasitic diseases in Ireland, has quantified the 

extent of resistance to anti-parasitic veterinary medicines in economically important parasites 

and identified common, high-risk parasite control practices are currently the focus of 

mitigation activities. Current research is investigating novel, sustainable management 

strategies that reduce reliance on anti-parasitic drugs, and is developing new and rapid 

diagnostics as well as vaccines. Teagasc is also working on the development of breeding values 

for parasite resistance in cattle and sheep in collaboration with the Irish Cattle Breeding 

Federation and Sheep Ireland. Estimated breeding values for liver fluke resistance in cattle are 

available and estimated breeding values for gastrointestinal nematode resistance in sheep are 

expected to be delivered in 2024.  

Advisory and education staff have received in-service training on this important topic and anti-

parasitic resistance and sustainable parasite control has been incorporated into education 

courses and has been a key focus of recent knowledge transfer events, including Teagasc open 

days, the Ploughing Championship, webinars, podcasts and a social media campaign.   

Teagasc is also working closely with all stakeholders to implement the national anti-parasitic 

resistance action plan and is contributing to the six strategic objectives in this plan.  

 

Opening statement on Fertiliser Register 

The establishment of the Fertiliser Register has the potential to lead to a reduction in the level 

of chemical fertiliser used resulting in reduced losses to the environment.  This is in line with 

the Farm to Fork objective to reduce the use of chemical fertiliser by 25% and the 

environmental impact by 50%. 

 

Teagasc is currently committing significant research and advisory effort into the development 

and uptake at farm level of production systems which have a lower reliance on chemical 

nitrogen fertilizer through  

• improved grassland management, 

• improved soil fertility and pH 

• the increased use  of clover and multi-species swards  

• and improved nutrient management, particularly in relation to the more effective use 

of organic manures and increased focus on the timing, quantity and type of chemical 

Nitrogen fertiliser use 

The Fertiliser register has the capacity to increase the uptake of these practices by increasing 

the focus of farmers on the application of nutrients, by facilitating researchers to better 

understand the utilisation of fertiliser at farm level and by supporting advisers in working with 



their farmer clients to move to best practice in the selection of products and in their utilisation 

to optimise farm output and minimise losses to the environment.    

However, for 2023 in particular the introduction of the Fertiliser Register will have a very 

significant impact on the workload of advisors as the interaction with the register is likely to 

be entirely by electronic means and a significant number of farmers rely on advisers to 

complete electronic tasks.  This task will be in addition to the completion of 2022 fertiliser 

records. There is capacity for efficiencies in subsequent years from the register but this will 

require two prerequisites.  Firstly, the design of the fertiliser register should focus on moving 

as quickly as possible to a real-time system which provides advisers and farmers with support 

for ongoing decisions on fertiliser use.  Secondly, every effort should be made to simplify the 

process of farmer integration with the system with the Department of Agriculture, Food and 

the Marine taking a lead in providing training and support for farmers in the use of this and 

other aspects of the Agfood system. 

The successful implementation of the Fertiliser Register has the capacity to significantly 

contribute to the achievement of a number of key industry objectives:- reducing GHG 

emissions, reducing ammonia emissions and reducing nutrient losses to water.   

 




