
 

 

Opening Statement to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture, Food and the 

Marine, Tuesday 20 July 2021 – Department of Housing, Local Government and 

Heritage 

I wish to thank the committee for the invitation to attend this meeting and for providing the 

opportunity to make an opening statement. 

To undertake a review of the use of peat moss in the horticultural industry as provided for in 

the National Peatlands Strategy, the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

established a working group comprised of representatives from the Department of Culture, 

Heritage and the Gaeltacht which chaired the working group, the Departments of Agriculture, 

Food and the Marine and Communications, Climate Action and Environment and the 

Environmental Protection Agency. 

The working group produced an issues paper on the review of the use of peat moss in the 

horticultural industry. This paper was published on 9 October 2019 and submissions were 

invited on the paper by 31 January 2020. A report on the review of the use of peat moss in the 

Horticultural Industry was prepared by the inter-agency working group on the basis of the 

submissions received. The review report was published by Deputy Malcolm Noonan, 

Minister of State for Heritage and Electoral Reform, on 7 September 2020. 

The review report concludes that there are significant positives and negatives arising from 

ending the use of peat moss in the horticultural industry. There are complexities in terms of 

the environmental benefits of ending horticultural peat extraction set against the economic 

consequences for the industry, food security, the lack of as effective an alternative to peat, 

and the economic and cultural impact on the local communities that would be affected. 

As recommended in the review report, Minister Noonan has established a working group to 

examine the issues identified during the review of the use of peat moss in the Horticultural 

Industry, under the chairmanship of Dr. Munoo Prasad. This working group is comprised of 

representatives from relevant Government Departments and State agencies, environmental 

NGOs and industry stakeholders. 

 

This group is currently examining the potential for the use of alternatives to peat in horticulture.  

 

Arising from the deliberations of the working group, the chairman produced an interim report 

for the Minister of State. The interim report sets out (i) the biodiversity value of Peatlands, 

which also provide a range of ecosystem services, (ii) information on Peatlands used for the 

production of peat for horticulture in Ireland and on the horticultural industry in Ireland, (iii) 

the reliance on peat in the Irish horticultural industry, (iv) the challenges in securing alternative 

growing media to peat, (v) the proposed alternatives to peat, (vi) information on the importation 

of peat, (vii) the current legislative provisions in relation to large scale peat extraction and (viii) 

a series of proposals in relation to the current position the Horticultural Industry finds itself in. 

 

The interim report also indicates that there is general agreement among the members of the 

working group that peat for the professional Horticulture Sector should be available till a target 
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date of 2030 and a maximum target date of 2035, with the amount of peat being used by the 

sector being phased out over that time. There should be strict monitoring of the reduction by 

an independent body. The level of reduction would depend on the success of research and 

development on peat alternatives. 

 

Following on from this interim report, the Departments of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 

Environment, Climate and Communications and Housing, Local Government and Heritage are 

working on a suite of measures as regards the situation in the Horticultural Industry.  

 

ENDS 




