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Flooding Risks at Lough Funshinagh  
 

The Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine at its meeting on the 26th  of 

October 20221 agreed to endorse those aspects of motion no. 152/22 (Motion re Ongoing 

Flooding Risks at Lough Funshinagh added to the Dáil Business website on the 28th of June 

2022 in the name of Deputy Denis Naughten and others) that pertain to its remit (see 

Appendix 1 for text of the motion).  

At its private meeting on the 6th of December 2022, the Committee agreed to include 

correspondence it had received from Deputy Denis Naughten which is a letter from 

Roscommon County Council addressed to Minister for the Office of Public Works, Mr. 

Patrick O’Donovan T.D., dated 18 May 2022 (see Appendix 2). This letter lays out the 

backdrop for motion no. 152/22.  

The Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine agreed that this report should be 

debated in Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann.  

 

 

______________ 

Jackie Cahill T.D. 

Cathaoirleach 

8 December 2022 
  

 
1 Houses of the Oireachtas, Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Debate, 26 October 2022. 
Link to debate. 

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/debate/joint_committee_on_agriculture_food_and_the_marine/2022-10-26/3/
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Appendix 1 - Motion re Ongoing Flooding Risks at Lough Funshinagh 

(152/22) 
 

That Dáil Éireann: 

recognises: 

— the very serious humanitarian crisis faced by eight families in Ballagh and Lisphelim in Co. 
Roscommon; and 

— the significant threat to eight properties, eight businesses, and some 300 hectares of 
farmland;  

as a result of the significant flooding threat due to the lake levels at Lough Funshinagh, Co. 
Roscommon, calls on the Government to: 

— establish, as a matter of urgency, a cross-departmental and cross-agency taskforce to 
address emergency climate adaptation measures to protect homes throughout the 
country; 

— set as the first item on the agenda of this taskforce the authorisation of flood alleviation 
works at Lough Funshinagh, Co. Roscommon, as a case study; 

— set out a clear procedure for the repeal of European Union (EU) Habitats designations 
where they are no longer applicable; 

— remove the EU Habitats designation on Lough Funshinagh, Co. Roscommon, which is no 
longer, if ever, a turlough; 

— amend the Planning and Development Acts and the Local Government Act, 2001 to make 
clear what freedom the State considers a local authority should have to deliver an 
urgent solution to an emergency situation that requires immediate action; 

— amend the Local Authority (Works) Act, 1949 to ensure that the legislation is effective for 
the purpose of EU law on the assessment of the impact on the environment and/or 
habitats; 

— provide formal guidance to all competent authorities on whether adaptation by 
displacement of homeowners should be considered as a "feasible solution" when 
contemplating any adverse effect on the integrity of a European site; and 

— amend the protection from legal costs to ensure that the State is not more generous than 
that required under EU law; and 

further calls on the Government to ensure that pumps, fuel and personnel are in place to 
prevent homes from flooding around Lough Funshinagh while the taskforce completes its 
work. 

Sponsor(s) 

Denis Naughten, Seán Canney, Michael Fitzmaurice, Marian Harkin, Verona Murphy, Matt 
Shanahan 
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Appendix 2 - Correspondence from Roscommon County Council to 

Minister for the Office of Public Works, Mr. Patrick O’Donovan T.D.  
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