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Recommendations of Committee on Standing Orders and Dáil Reform 

Leaders’ Questions rota 

At its meeting on 1 July 2021, the Dáil Business Committee, for the purposes of 

Leaders’ Questions taken pursuant to Standing Order 36, agreed the rota 

contained in Appendix 1 to this report, with effect from 6 July 2021 to 15 July 2021 

inclusive only. 

Pursuant to Standing Order 36(ca), the Committee on Standing Orders and Dáil 

Reform (CSODR) accordingly recommends to Dáil Éireann that the rota contained 

in Appendix 1 be so adopted for that period of time only. 

Amendments to Standing Orders 

Further to its consideration of the matter at its meeting on 30 June 2021, and 

pursuant to Standing Order 118A, CSODR recommends to Dáil Éireann that the 

Standing Orders of Dáil Éireann relative to Public Business be amended as outlined 

in Appendix 2 to this report. 

The proposed amendments to Standing Orders arise from the recommendations 

made by the Committee on Budgetary Oversight in its report entitled ‘Final Report 

on the framework for parliamentary engagement throughout the course of the 

budgetary cycle’, which was submitted to CSODR on 11 March.  
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APPENDIX 1: Leaders’ Questions rota WEF 6 July 2021 to 15 July 2021 incl. 

Tues 6 July 2021   Day 1 Wed 7 July 2021   Day 2 Thurs 8 July 2021   Day 3 

Sinn Féin 
Soc Dems 
PBP-Sol 
Rural Ind Grp 

Sinn Féin 
Labour 
Reg Grp 
Ind Grp 

Sinn Féin 
Soc Dems 
Reg Grp 
Ind Grp 

Tues 13 July 2021   Day 4 Wed 14 July 2021   Day 5 Thurs 15 July 2021   Day 6 

Sinn Féin 
Labour 
Reg Grp 
Ind Grp 

Sinn Féin 
Soc Dems 
PBP-Sol 
Rural Ind Grp 

Sinn Féin 
Labour 
Reg Grp 
Rural Ind Grp 
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APPENDIX 2: Proposed amendments to Standing Orders 

“That the Standing Orders of Dáil Éireann relative to Public Business be amended as follows: 

(a) by the adoption of the following Standing Order in substitution for Standing Order 215: 

‘Presentation to the Dáil and Referral of Estimates to Committees. 

  215. (1) The ordinary yearly Estimates for Public Services shall, unless the Dáil shall 

otherwise order, be presented to the Dáil and circulated to members during the period 

commencing seven days prior to Budget day (being the day on which the ordinary yearly 

Resolutions imposing taxation are moved) and ending on the first Wednesday in 

December prior to the year to which the Estimates relate: Provided that supplementary 

or additional Estimates, not included in the ordinary yearly Estimates, may be brought 

forward on leave given by the Dáil after motion made. 

  (2) An Estimate or Estimates, including supplementary and additional Estimates, shall, 

on being presented to the Dáil and circulated to members, stand referred to the 

appropriate Committee or Committees for consideration: Provided that, where the Dáil 

enters into consideration of any motion under Standing Order 213 in respect of such 

Estimate or Estimates, the referral of that Estimate to that Committee shall stand 

rescinded.’; 

(b) by the adoption of the following additional Standing Order: 

‘Consideration of Estimates by Committees: Report of Committee on Estimate. 

  215A. (1) Subject to Standing Order 215(2) and unless the Dáil shall otherwise order, 

Committees shall complete their consideration of Estimates referred to them pursuant 

to that Standing Order not later than 60 days after such Estimates have been so referred. 

  (2) Any report that a Committee proposes to make arising from its consideration of an 

Estimate shall be made within a further period of 14 days.’; and 

(c) in Standing Order 219⎯ 

(i) in paragraph (1)(a)(iii), to delete ‘developments; and’ and substitute 

‘developments;’, 

(ii) in paragraph (1)(a)(iv), to delete ‘position;’ and substitute the following: 



5 
 

‘position; and 

(v) matters arising from the introduction of a supplementary Estimate or 

Estimates that, in its opinion, have or may have significant budgetary 

implications: Provided that the Committee shall advise the appropriate 

Committee or Committees of any decision on its part to undertake such 

consideration and the reason or reasons therefor;”, 

(iii) in paragraph (1)(b)(i), to delete ‘Pact; and’ and substitute ‘Pact;’, and 

(iv) in paragraph (1)(b)(ii), to delete ‘position;’ and substitute the following: 

‘position; and 

(iii) the adequacy of planned and actual aggregate levels of capital expenditure 

and the policies and practices in relation to capital expenditure, including 

public procurement policy and public private partnership policy, intended to 

ensure the achievement of value for money.’ ” 


