
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE  

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THURSDAY, 1 DECEMBER 2022 

The Committee met in Public Session at 09:32 a.m., a quorum being present.   
 
The following Members were present: 
 
Deputies: Brian Stanley (Cathaoirleach), Colm Burke, Cormac Devlin, Alan Dillon, 

Neasa Hourigan, Paul McAuliffe, Imelda Munster, Catherine Murphy, Verona Murphy, 
James O’Connor. 

 
Permanent  
Witness:  Mr. Seamus McCarthy, Comptroller and Auditor General. 
 
 

1. Witnesses Examined: 
  
Department of Social Protection 

• Mr. John McKeon, Secretary General 

• Mr. Liam Daly, Assistant Secretary, Control 

• Ms Teresa Leonard, Deputy Secretary General 

• Mr. Ciarán Lawler, Assistant Secretary, Corporate/Finance 

• Ms Philomena McShane, Principal Officer, Chief Accountant 
 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 

• Ms Jenny Connors, Principal Officer 

• Mr. Cathal McDermott, Assistant Principal 
 

Matters for discussion: 

• Appropriation Accounts 2021:  

o Vote 37 – Social Protection 
 

• Report on the Accounts of the Public Services 2021: 

o Chapter 10: Regularity of Social Welfare Payments 

o Chapter 11: The recovery of benefit and assistance payments following 
compensation awards  

o Chapter 14: Classification of workers for PRSI purposes 
 

 

The Committee suspended at 11:06. 

 
 
The Committee resumed in Public Session at 11:13. 
 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk would request any follow-up information and carry out any agreed 
actions arising from the meeting. It was also agreed to note and publish the opening statements and 
briefing documents provided to the Committee for the meeting. 
 
The Committee suspended at 12:43. 
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The Committee resumed in Public Session at 13:49. 
 
 

2. Minutes 
 
The minutes of the meeting of 24 November 2022 were agreed. 
 
 

3. Financial Statements and Accounts 
 
There were ten sets of financial statements and accounts laid before the Dáil between 21 and 25 
November 2022. 
 
 

Ref Body/fund Accounting 
period/turnover 

Date 
certified 

Date 
presented 

Audit opinion/notes 

1 Residential Institutions 
Redress Special Account  
(click here to view accounts) 

2021 
€215,000 

15 Jun 
2022 

21 Nov 
2022 

Clear audit opinion 

2 National Training Fund 
(click here to view accounts) 

2021 
€879 million 

29 Sep 
2022 

22 Nov 
2022 

Clear audit opinion 

3 Qualifications and Quality 
Assurance Authority of 
Ireland 
(click here to view accounts) 

2021 
€12.4 million 

29 Sep 
2022 

22 Nov 
2022 

Clear audit opinion 

4 Medical Bureau of Road 
Safety 
(click here to view accounts) 

2020 
€6.5 million 

20 Dec 
2021 

23 Nov 
2022 

Clear audit opinion 

 

5 Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission 
(click here to view accounts) 

2021 
€11.8 million 

20 Sep 
2022 

23 Nov 
2022 

Clear audit opinion 

6 Longford and Westmeath 
Education and Training 
Board 
(click here to view accounts) 

2021 
€59 million 

28 Sep 
2022 

24 Nov 
2022 

Clear audit opinion 

7 National Tourism 
Development Authority 
(Fáilte Ireland) 
(click here to view accounts) 

2021  
€229 million 

12 Sep 
2022 

24 Nov 
2022 

Qualified audit opinion 

Accounts give a true and fair view, except 

in relation to two matters: expected future 

pension funding, and recognition of a 

State grant debtor.  

Unlike most other State grant funded 

bodies, the financial statements do not 

recognise a deferred retirement benefit 

funding asset in relation to some of its 

pension liability (€196 million). This is on 

the basis that the Authority considers that 

it has not been provided with a statutory or 

other guarantee in relation to the future 

https://opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/RE9FZG9jc2xhaWQyMTExMjJfMjExMTIyXzE1MzMwMA%3D%3D.pdf
https://opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/RkhFUklTZG9jc2xhaWQyMjExMjJiXzIyMTEyMl8xNTI2Mzc%3D.pdf
https://opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/RkhFUklTZG9jc2xhaWQyMjExMjJjXzIyMTEyMl8xNTUyMjM%3D.pdf
https://opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/TUJSU2RvY3NsYWlkMjMxMTIyXzIzMTEyMl8xMTM5MzA%3D.pdf
https://opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/RE9KZG9jc2xhaWQyMzExMjJfMjMxMTIyXzE1NDg1OA%3D%3D.pdf
https://opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/RE9FZG9jc2xhaWQyNDExMjJfMjQxMTIyXzk0MDAw.pdf
https://opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/VENBR1NNZG9jc2xhaWQyNDExMjJfMjQxMTIyXzEwMzI1NA==.pdf
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Ref Body/fund Accounting 
period/turnover 

Date 
certified 

Date 
presented 

Audit opinion/notes 

funding of this scheme.  

(click here for further information) 

Separately, the Authority recognises a 

State grant debt of €12.9 million, in 

respect of funding surrendered in 2019 at 

the request of the Department, to reduce 

the level of cash held by the Authority. 

(click here for further information) 

8 Law Reform Commission 
(click here to view accounts) 

2021 
€2.6 million 

22 Sep 
2022 

24 Nov 
2022 

Clear audit opinion 

9 National Haemophilia 
Council 
(click here to view accounts) 

2021  
€60,000 

22 Nov 
2022 

24 Nov 
2022 

Clear audit opinion 

10 Pobal 
(click here to view accounts) 

2021  
€814 million 

30 Aug 
2022 

25 Nov 
2022 

Clear audit opinion 

 
 
It was agreed to note the listings of the accounts and statements. 
 
The Committee has a standing agreement to request explanations for any significant non-compliant 
procurement or delays in laying accounts before the Houses of the Oireachtas. 
 
 
 

4. Correspondence 
 
 

Correspondence received  

A – Briefing Documents and Opening Statements Decision 

R1586 PAC33 Correspondence received from John 
McKeon, Secretary General, 
Department of Social Protection, dated 
28/11/2022 

Note and publish. 
 

R1604 PAC33 Correspondence received from John 
McKeon, Secretary General, 
Department of Social Protection, dated 
28/11/2022 

Note and publish. 
 

B – Correspondence from Accounting Officers and/or 
Ministers and follow up to PAC meetings 

Decision 

file://///itservices.gov.ie/dfs/groups/cag/Comptroller%20Share/PAC/2.%20Correspondence%20file%20-%201%20Dec%202022/3.%20Accounts%20and%20Statements/(click%20here%20for%20further%20information)
https://opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/VEFPZG9jc2xhaWQyNDExMjJfMjQxMTIyXzEyMDEzNQ%3D%3D.pdf
https://opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/RE9IZG9jc2xhaWQyNDExMjJfMjQxMTIyXzEzMjg0MA==.pdf
https://opac.oireachtas.ie/Data/Library3/Documents%20Laid/2022/pdf/RFJDRGRvY3NsYWlkMjUxMTIyXzI1MTEyMl8xODUyMzM=.pdf
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Correspondence received  

R1581 PAC33 Correspondence received from 
Suzanne Eade, Chief Executive Officer, 
Horse Racing Ireland, dated 
16/11/2022 

Note and publish. 
 
It was agreed to request Horse Racing Ireland to provide 
updates to the Committee regarding any developments 
in respect of the An Garda Síochána investigation related 
to the theft of Horse Racing Ireland funds from a cash-
in-transit company. 

R1582 PAC33 Correspondence received from Mark 
Griffin, Secretary General, Department 
of the Environment, Climate and 
Communications, dated 17/11/2022 

Note and publish. 
 
It was agreed to hold over the item until the meeting on 
15 December 2022. 

R1583 PAC33 Correspondence received from Anne 
Graham, Chief Executive, National 
Transport Authority, dated 18/11/2022 

Note and publish. 
 
It was agreed to request Córas Iompair Éireann (CIE) to 
provide details regarding advertising revenue in 2021 
under its outdoor advertising contract. 

R1588 PAC33 Correspondence received from Ray 
Mitchell, Assistant National Director, 
HSE, dated 21/11/2022 

Note and publish. 
 
It was agreed to request further details regarding the 
timeframe for Section 38 and Section 39 organisations 
to submit financial accounts to the Health Service 
Executive, the level of compliance with the relevant 
timeframes, and if non-compliance has any bearing on 
the funding provided. 

R1589 PAC33 Correspondence received from David 
Gunning, Chief Executive, National 
Paediatric Hospital Development 
Board, dated 21/11/2022 

Note and publish. 
 
It was agreed to request the response to be revised and 
re-submitted in language that is accessible and avoids 
technical jargon.  It was also agreed to request clarity on 
overall total expenditure to date, the total number of 
claims and how many have been settled, and the rate of 
construction inflation the Board expects this year and 
next year. 
 
It was also agreed to request information regarding how 
the agreed dispute management process operates in 
practice and further details in relation to liquidated 
damages for sub sectional works due to a number of 
outstanding time extensions including: 
- was there a pre-estimate of associated liabilities; 
- when were the rates set; 
- were they reviewed; 
- do they take account of inflation; and 
- the number of claims settled. 
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Correspondence received  

R1591 PAC33 Correspondence received from 
Brendan Gleeson, Secretary General, 
Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine, dated 22/11/2022 

Note and publish. 
 
It was agreed to forward the correspondence to the Sea 
Fisheries Protection Authority and request a detailed 
response to shortcomings identified in the EU 
Commission audit. 

C - Correspondence from and related to private 
individuals and any other correspondence 

Decision 

R1574 PAC33 Correspondence from Deputy Neasa 
Hourigan, T.D., Houses of the 
Oireachtas Service, dated 15/11/2022 

Note. 
 
It was agreed to hold over the item until the meeting on 
15 December 2022. 

R1577 PAC33 Correspondence from Deputy Jennifer 
Carroll MacNeill, T.D., Houses of the 
Oireachtas Service, dated 15/11/2022 

Note. 
 
It was agreed to hold over the item until the meeting on 
15 December 2022. 

R1578 PAC33 Correspondence from Deputy Verona 
Murphy, T.D., Houses of the 
Oireachtas Service, dated 15/11/2022 

 Note. 

R1584 PAC33 Correspondence from an individual, 
dated 19/11/2022 

It was agreed to hold over the item until the meeting on 
15 December 2022. 

R1585 PAC33 Correspondence from an individual, 
dated 21/11/2022 

It was agreed to request a further update from the 
Department of Foreign Affairs. 

R1590 PAC33 Correspondence from an individual, 
dated 21/11/2022 

Note. 

R1592 PAC33 Correspondence from an individual, 
dated 22/11/2022 

Note. 
 
It was agreed to request the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform to advise: 
- why Benefacts was not consulted in relation to the 
business case to discontinue funding for the database; 
and 
- why no consideration was given to the request from 
Benefacts for Teckal status to be considered. 
 
It was agreed to request the Department of Rural and 
Community Development for a copy of the business 
case in relation to the establishment of a centralised 
grantee database for the community and voluntary 
sector and an update in relation to estimated costs of 
this project. 

R1595 PAC33 Correspondence from an individual, 
dated 23/11/2022 

It was agreed to advise the correspondence of the 
Committee’s decision. 

R1601 PAC33 Correspondence from Deputy Matt 
Carthy, T.D., Houses of the Oireachtas 
Service, dated 24/11/2022 

It was agreed to hold over the item until the meeting on 
15 December 2022. 
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5. Work Programme 

 
It was agreed to proceed with the engagements detailed in the draft work programme for the new 
year, which was circulated in advance of the meeting. 
 

 
6. Any Other Business 

 
 
There was no other business. 

 
 

The Committee adjourned at 13:23 until Thursday 8 December 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Brian Stanley, T.D.  
Cathaoirleach 
8 December 2022 


