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Dublin 2 
 
Your ref: S0628 PAC33 
 
29th July 2022 
 
 
Dear Ms Cremin, 
 

I refer to your correspondence of 22 November 2021 to the Secretary General Jim 
Breslin in which the Committee requested information on details of capital funding 
being withheld from the University of Limerick (UL), pending assurances from it in 
relation to capital management procedures, and to the response of 6 December 2021 
from Mr Breslin outlining the position at that time.  
 
I also refer to the Committee’s meeting with the Chair of the UL Governing Authority 
and UL President on 12 May 2022 to review the UL 2020 Financial Statements, at 
which witnesses from the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science (DFHERIS) were also present.  
 
The pause of capital funding related to governance concerns arising from the 
acquisition by UL of a site in Limerick city centre in 2019.  In addition to the initial 
pause of a portion of devolved capital grant funding, a decision was taken earlier this 
year to pause funding to a UL capital project which had been approved under the 
Energy Efficiency and Decarbonisation Pathfinder Programme.    
 
As detailed in the letter of 6 December 2021, it was agreed that the UL Governing 
Authority would undertake a process which would provide the HEA with assurances 
that the Governing Authority was satisfied that the governance improvements 
instituted during the lifetime of the current Authority were functioning as intended, 
and were subject to regular and robust checks.   
 
UL has provided the HEA with regular updates on this governance assurance process. 
The HEA has confirmed to DFHERIS that it is satisfied with the process and with the 
assurances that appropriate action is being taken at the appropriate level within the 
University.  
 
UL had commissioned KPMG to undertake an independent review of the governance 
process surrounding the 2019 site acquisition.  The HEA and DFHERIS had sought 
access to the full KPMG report and its recommendations, as had the Committee of 

R1384 (ii) PAC33
An Roinn Breisoideachais agus Ardoideachais, 
Taighde, Nualaiochta agus Eolaiochta 
Department of Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science 



 

….. 

2 

Public Accounts.  UL has stated that, due to High Court proceedings, its legal advice 
indicates that the full report cannot be disseminated at this point in time. 
 
However, as part of its most recent update to the HEA, UL has now, on a confidential 
basis, shared with the HEA the recommendations of the KPMG report and the actions 
taken by the University in response to those recommendations - all of which are 
indicated to be complete as at 30 June 2022.  The HEA has shared this update with 
DFHERIS.  I understand that UL has confirmed to the HEA that the review 
recommendations and actions taken by the University in response have also been 
shared with the Committee. 
 

UL has further confirmed to the HEA that the independent chair of the UL Governing 
Authority Audit and Risk Committee has reviewed the recommendations and 
responses outlined, and based on engagement with the UL Chancellor, President, Chief 
Corporate Officer and Corporate Secretary, is satisfied that the document is reflective 
of the current status of implementation of the recommendations. The independent 
Chair of the Audit and Risk Committee has also had visibility of the full KMPG report. 
 
While this Department and the HEA continue to seek access to the full KPMG report, I 
am, on balance, satisfied, having reviewed the recommendations and UL’s response to 
those recommendations, that sufficient information has been made available by UL to 
allow this Department to lift the current pause on capital funding.  This decision has 
been made in consultation with the HEA.   
 
The KPMG report in its entirety will also be considered, once made available by UL.   
 
I hope this update will be useful to the Committee. 
 

Yours sincerely,   
 
______________________ 
William Beausang 
Acting Secretary General 
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