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Committee of Public Accounts 

Leinster House 

Dublin 2 D02 XR20 

RE: S0946 PAC33 

Dear Ms. Cremin, 

I refer to your letter to the CSO dated 21 st July 2022. 

Committee of Public Accounts 

1 6 AUG 2022 

Received 

The Benefacts database has always been a significant source of data for National Accounts statistics and has 

greatly improved the quality of the non-profit sector information included in these results. In general, 

compilers of official statistics have always found this sector difficult to measure, given the diversity and 

numbers of organisations involved. 

In particular it has been an important part of Gross National Income and Excessive Deficit Procedure (EDP) 

audit discussions in recent years and has greatly helped the CSO to meet the quality requirements specified 

in the relevant legislation for the European System of Accounts and for EDP. 

In relation to the investment required in CSO in the absence of the Benefacts database it is difficult to give a 

definitive answer as the scale of the work to be undertaken by the CSO will be dependent on the scope and 

success of other initiatives across the system to replace the Benefacts data we need for Official Statistical 

purposes. 

Work planned by the Department of Community and Rural Affairs on social enterprises data collection 

could be a partial replacement data source, as would data held by the Charities Regulator. However, these 

data sources would not cover all of the detail (i.e. the variables/ items of information about each entity) 
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available in Benefacts. Additionally, these data sources would provide only partial coverage of the entities 

operating in the non-profit sector and would need to be supplemented by additional data collection or 

extraction (for example, web-scraped data if feasible together with some surveying of non-profit entities) 

by the CSO. 

In the interests of providing the Committee with a broad sense of the potential costs involved we have put 

together a very tentative assessment based on a scenario where there were no system wide initiatives 

underway and the CSO had to develop a replacement for Benefacts for the purposes of National Accounts, 

Gross National lncome (GNI) Inventory and the Excessive Deficit Procedure (EDP) ourselves. In this scenario 

we estimate a cost of €500k approximately per annum for staff, plus an initial technology investment in the 

first one or two years of approximately €200 - 250k, with ongoing annual hardware and software costs. 

It is important to stress that these tentative costs are based on what we feel is an unlikely scenario and in 

that context they are provided purely for illustrative purposes. However the initiatives that are underway 

are unlikely to meet all the requirements of the CSO for the purposes of National Accounts, GNI Inventory 

and the EDP and investment in the CSO will be required to meet these EU legislative demands. 

Yours sincerely, 

/ .,G· 216 
Padraig Dalton 

Director General 

Central Statistics Office 




