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Ms Sarah Cremin 

Committee Secretariat 

Committee of Public Accounts 

Leinster House 

Dublin 2  

By Email 

Dear Ms Cremin, 

 

I refer to your letter of 27 June and queries regarding the correspondence between the Committee 

of Public Accounts (“Committee”) and the Policing Authority (“Authority”) on 5 May 2022 following 

the meeting of the held on Thursday 7 April, 2022. 

 

Deputy Catherine Murphy TD has asked the Authority to clarify the apparent discrepancy between 

the written response provided to the Committee on 5 May 2022, which discussed the findings of the 

Homicide Review (“Review”) conducted by the Garda Síochána, the ongoing concerns of the Central 

Statistics Office (“CSO”) whereby figures for crime statistics are produced under reservation and the 

previously reported issue that some members of the Garda Síochána had either not participated in 

or refused to sign off on the final report. 

 

The Authority would not wish to speak for or analyse commentary or reports from either the media 

or the CSO, nor would it be appropriate for it to do so. What I can clarify is that the report provided 

by Toland and Byrne to the Authority and which formed part of the discussions with the Committee 

on 7 April does not revisit any of the cases or detailed issues dealt with as part of the Homicide 
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review which was concluded in 2019.  This legal advice was intended to facilitate the Authority’s 

oversight in future of the Garda Síochána’s compliance with the State’s procedural obligations under 

Article 2 of the European Convention on Human Rights (“ECHR”). I must emphasise that while this 

work arose out of the original homicide review, it is a discrete piece of advice and did not assess 

individual cases. Its purpose was to ensure that the Authority had a full understanding, from the 

perspective of human rights law, of the appropriate safeguards that need to be in place to facilitate 

homicide investigations in Ireland being carried out to the highest standard possible and in 

compliance with Article 2.   

 

As previously noted the Authority’s consideration of the original issues has been reported on and is 

available on the Authority’s website here.  

https://www.policingauthority.ie/assets/uploads/documents/Policing_Authority_Commentary_on_

Homicide_Review_Team_Final_Report.pdf 

 

I will draw the Committee’s correspondence to the Authority’s attention, so that the Authority has 

an opportunity to reflect on this at its July 28 meeting. If anything further arises from this, I will write 

to you again.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Helen Hall 

Chief Executive 
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