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An Roinn Talmhafochta, Bia agus Mara, Baile Atha Cliath, DO2 WK1 2. 
Office of the Secretary General 
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Ms Sarah Cremin 
Committee Secretariat 
Committee of Public Accounts 
Leinster House 
Dublin 2 

25th August 2022 

Your ref: S0964 PAC33 

Dear Sarah 

Your correspondence of 15 August 2022 refers. 

Telephone: (01) 607 2184 / 2134 
Facsimile: (01) 662 1739 

The Committee of Public Accounts has requested further information in relation to the records of 
the former Irish Land Commission (ILC Records) as fo llows: 

Why the 100- year rule is not applied to /LC records held in the State and why is there a 
different approach taken to /LC records in NI? 

I wish to advise the Committee as follows: 

Firstly, the Department is not aware of any 100-year rule being applied to ILC records held in 
Northern Ireland nor is there any statutory basis for a 100-year rule in this jurisdiction that we can 
identify. That being said, the National Archives have issued a Retention Schedule to provide 
guidance to transferring bodies that sets out suggested retention periods for categories of 
documents before being passed to the Archives. Within this schedule there are a number of 
categories of documents that have a recommended 100-year retention period, mostly relating to 
employment, pensions and income tax matters which are not relevant to ILC records. 

It is therefore reasonable to speculate that the purpose of applying a 100-year rule would be 
to ensure that sensitive documents relating to identifiable individuals are not released to the 
public during their lifetime - 100 years being commonly accepted as a time period that exceeds the 
natural lifespan. It follows that before a public authority could apply any 100-year rule, it would first 
have to decide to make a set of records available to the public. However, before important and 
fragile ILC records could ever be made available to the public in the way that they are currently in 
Northern Ireland it would be essential to first have all the necessary arrangements in place to ensure 
that the records can be made publicly ava ilable in a manner that guarantees their safekeeping. 

Former ILC records located in Northern Ireland are currently managed by the Public Records Office 
of Northern Ireland (PRONI) which is the UK/ NI equivalent of our National Archives. Like our 
National Archives, PRONI is staffed with professional conservators, archivists, digital imaging teams 
and other specia list grades with the necessary facilities and equipment to enable it to carry out 
its functions including providing public access to public records. PRONI is headquartered in a 
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bespoke facility in a location with the space and facilities required to provide access to members of 
the public who have obtained a reader's card. 

Former ILC records located in this State are currently held and managed by the Records Branch of 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. The primary role of Records Branch is to assist 
purchasers of property and their successors clarify issues on title by searching for and retrieving 
documents contained within the former ILC records. The Records Branch has been developed and 
structured over the years with these specific operational functions in mind and is not currently set 
up to appropriately cater for public access to these records. 

Making ILC records ava ilable to the public would therefore give rise to structural and 
operationa l challenges for this Department. These challenges will first need to be resolved before a 
policy decision to make ILC Records available to the public can be made 
and implemented. Importantly, none of these challenges would be resolved or even circumvented 
by the application of a 100-year rule. 

The Department is aware that the former ILC records are historical ly significant, and I believe 
that under the proper conditions, public access to these records would be in the public interest. 
For this reason, the Department is considering how best to ensure that the records of the former ILC 
will be made available to the public in the future. How this might be achieved has yet to be 
fina lised and will involve consultations with a number of stakeholders. For now, the Department will 
remain focussed on finding the best way to digitise the search/finding aids for the ILC records with a 
view to preserving the integrity of t he collection and making the search 
aids electronically available to the public as a first step. 

Yours sincerely 
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