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Ms Sarah Cremin 

Committee Secretariat, 

Committee of Public Accounts 

Leinster House, 

Dublin 2 

7 July 2022 

Your ref: S0895 PAC33 

Dear Sarah, 

Your correspondence of 24 June 2022 refers. 

Telephone: (01) 607 2184 / 2134 
Facsimile : (01 ) 662 1739 

The Committee of Public Accounts has requested an information note on the digitisation of the 

records of the former Irish Land Commission and has asked that the information be provided under 

five specific headings. The information requested is set out below for the information of the 

Committee. 

1. The time lines for digitisation of search aids; 

Officials in Records Branch of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine continue to 

work towards the goal of providing greater access to the records of the Irish Land Commission. 

As a first step, the Department is working to digitise the search aids used to navigate the archive 

with a view to making them available to the public in due course. Department Officials 

are currently engaging with external experts on how best to achieve that objective. 

The timeline for the work required is difficult to project at this point in time. Rather, it is more 

important that my officials are focused primarily on ensuring that they have the best advice and 

information available to them, to ensure that the project can be progressed in an appropriate 

and effective manner, with the care and conservation of the search aids and the records as the 

primary objective. 
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2. Why certain records are not being digitised; 

There has been no decision to not digitise certain records. Following consultations with 

colleagues in those organisations with experience and expertise at managing archives, we do 

have reservations about the feasibility of digitising the entire collection of the former Irish Land 

Commission which are estimated to number between 8 and 12 million documents. The sca le of 

the task and the work involved would be very considerable indeed. By way of example, the 

Military Services Pension Collection project, which has been ongoing for 12 years, was dealing 

with approximately 250,000 records. 

When the digitisation of the search aids has concluded, the Department will decide how to 

proceed based on the learnings from that project. At this stage we have considered a range of 

options ranging from cataloguing the contents of the boxes to digitising the contents and making 

them searchable online. Nothing has been ruled out at this stage. 

3. Where the records are stored; 

The records of the former Irish Land Commission are stored in a modern facility at Unit 11, 

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co Laois. R32 YO33. 

4. The arrangements for security and accessibility; and 

Access to the bui lding housing the records is controlled by an electronic locking system. Only 

staff members with the appropriate electronic fob can proceed past the reception area. Physical 

access to the documents is restricted to Records Branch staff who receive on the job tra ining in 

document retrieva l and handling from experienced officials on appointment. 

Members of the public may make appointments to attend at the office to meet with officials, 

but the vast majority of transactions are completed online. 

Access to the records of the former ILC are currently restricted by law to vendors or purchasers 

of property to which a record relates, their successors in title or their respective so licitors. It 

shou ld be noted that in these cases, members of the public do not ga in access to the original 

documents. Querists are required to prove that they fall w ithin one of the categories entitled 

under law to take up copy documents and upon providing such information as required by 
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officials to identify the correct document they are provided with certified copies of the 

documents. 

However, access to the records can, and is, also provided to academics undertaking research 

projects in the public interest. Requests for academic access to the records are dealt with on a 

case-by-case basis and can take the form of a simple request to obtain a copy of a historical 

document, or involve something more comprehensive such as the Beyond 2022 project by 

Trinity College which aims to reconstruct what was lost in the fire of 1922 by identifying 

counterpart documents in archives and repositories around the world and which was recently 

launched by An Taoiseach as the Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland. The Department has entered 

into a memorandum of understanding with Trinity College to provide them with access to the 

records and continue to assist with the project as required. 

5. Methods use to preserve the quality of the documents. 

The warehouse where the documents are stored is climate controlled for humidity to ensure 

that cond itions are optimal for the storage of paper records. In recent years, policies have been 

introduced to reduce unnecessary handling of documents by restricting access to Department 

staff only. 

In 2019, a major project to upgrade the map storage and f iling system was completed. 

Currently, staff are engaged in a long-term project to transfer Land Commission documents from 

their original storage boxes into modern, fireproof storage boxes. In many cases, records were 

sti ll stored in their original metal boxes which over time had become damaged through handling 

and presented a risk to the documents within them and to staff handling them. 

I am satisfied with the measures that have been taken to preserve the records and we will continue 

to progress the project to digitise the search aids, taking the best available advice on board. I trust 

that the information provided will give a similar assurance and will be of assistance to the 

Committee. 

Yo~~ 

BRENDAN GLEESON 
SECRETARY GENERAL 
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