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31May 2022 

 

Sent by email to: pac@oireachtas.ie 

 

Ref: S0851 PAC33 

 

Brian Stanley, TD 

Chair of Public Accounts Committee 

Committee of Public Accounts 

Leinster House 

Kildare St 

Dublin 2 - D02 XR20 

 

Dear Deputy Stanley 

 

Further to your letter of 16 May, please find below information relevant to the specific 

queries raised.  

 

It was agreed to request further details in relation to the revenue generated by 

advertising on the RTÉ player to include the duration of advertisements. 

 

The duration and incidence of advertising inserts on the RTE Player is partially 

dependent on the length of each individual piece of content being carried on the 

platform.   Some content, if it is particularly short in duration, may not feature any 

advertisements at all.  Longer programmes, may feature a level of advertising not 

dissimilar to that which would have appeared had it been within a television 

broadcasting schedule.   

 

In terms of revenue, in 2020 (most recent published accounts) RTÉ generated €4.945 

million in spot advertising from the RTE Player – a small proportion of the overall 

commercial income of €134.5 million.  As cited by media analysts Core Media ‘In 2020 

…Google and Facebook’s combined advertising revenue in the Republic of 

Ireland contracted by 5.5% to €403.1 million.’ 
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If RTÉ has appealed every case to the Social Welfare Appeals Office in respect of 

holiday pay or pension contributions;  

 

Scope has no remit in respect to pension or holiday pay liabilities - their investigation 

is for the purposes of enquiring into insurable employment only. RTÉ is appealing 

only those decisions where there is a factual or legal basis to do so.  

 

Were all contractors examined to establish if they were correctly categorised. 

 

As part of the Eversheds contractor review process RTÉ reviewed all active contractors 

at that time. Subsequently, due diligence is given to all contract requests so that 

independent contractor agreements are only issued to those where this is deemed to 

be the appropriate relationship. 

 

I trust that this clarification meets the needs of the Committee.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Vivienne Flood  

Vivienne Flood 

Head of Public Affairs  
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