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18 May 2022 
 

Sarah Cremin, 
Committee Secretariat, 
Committee of Public Accounts, 
Leinster House, 
Dublin 2, 
D02 XR20. 
 

Ref: S0852 PAC33 

 

Dear Sarah, 

 

I refer to your correspondence dated 6 May further to the meeting of the 

Committee of Public Accounts on 28 April 2022. 

 

Please find enclosed for the attention of the Committee, the information note 

requested from the Department of Rural and Community Development 

concerning the public funding of Benefacts. 

 

The Department of Rural and Community Development has no objection to the 

publication of the material contained herein. 

 

I am happy to provide any further information that may be required to assist the 

Committee. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

_____________ 

Mary Hurley, 
Secretary General. 
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DRCD Information Note for the Committee of Public Accounts: Benefacts 

May 2022 

Ref: S0852 PAC33 

 

Question 1: The rationale for its decision not to fund Benefacts. 
 

The Department of Rural and Community Development has never had a funding relationship 

with Benefacts.  

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER), who had provided funding to 

Benefacts, in line with best practice undertook an internal review in 2020, which found that 

the business case for its continued funding of Benefacts was no longer justified.   

The decision by DPER to cease funding Benefacts followed discussions with a wide range of 

stakeholders, of which the Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) was 

one.  Following careful consideration of the Benefacts product including having regard to 

the risks identified in the internal analysis referred to above, DRCD was not in a position to 

fund Benefacts.    

 

 

Question 2: If the Department has considered or made enquiries about 
retrieving data, re-using data already collected, and covering any gap in data 
collection in any new system. 
 

As outlined above, the grant agreement and funding arrangement for services provided by 

Benefacts did not rest with the Department of Rural and Community Development.  Any 

considerations in relation to data retention is a matter between Benefacts and DPER, in line 

with the conditions set out within their grant agreement. 

Under a separate initiative, unrelated to anything previously developed by Benefacts, the 

Department of Rural and Community Development is exploring options for the 

establishment of a centralised grantee database for the community and voluntary sector.  

This work is in line with the Department’s Statement of Strategy and also the Department’s 

five year Strategy for the C&V sector, Sustainable, inclusive and empowered communities. 

The high level purpose of this exercise is to explore options for a database that would reduce 

the administrative burden on grantees and funders, as well as providing a single source of 

truth and source of analysis on state funded community and voluntary grantees, and the 

investment being made into these organisations.  Exploring a central end-to-end grant 

management system for all government departments is part of the scoping exercise and 
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would be based on an agreed common set of data points as well as a ‘file-once’ principle for 

those organisations who have a grant fund relationship with the state. 

 

Question 3: If there is a role for those involved in Benefacts in any new 
database. 
 

As noted above, the proposal for a centralised database is entirely separate from anything 

previously developed by Benefacts.  

Streamlining the compliance and reporting burden faced by the community and voluntary 

sector across many different agents of the State, has been identified to DRCD, via 

engagement with the sector, as a key requirement. The merits of proceeding with this 

approach would be dependent on establishing a whole-of-government approach to 

governance reporting.  

Any decision taken to proceed with the development of such a database would be subject to 

public procurement procedures. 

 

 

Question 4: The procurement process for a new provider and an associated 
timeframe.  
 

This project is at a very preliminary and exploratory stage. Any decision to move forward 

with what would be a significant ICT Development project would require Government 

approval, and would also be subject to the conditions set out in the public spending code. 

The Department of Rural and Community Development is not in a position to estimate 

timeframes for delivery of what would be a potentially significant long term project if the 

model is to sufficiently address the needs of public bodies, funded organisations and other 

stakeholders in respect of information sharing and provision.   

In line with requirements for advancing all major ICT projects, a detailed Business Case 

would require initial consideration by the Management Board of DRCD before a formal 

recommendation for further consideration by the Department of Public Expenditure and 

Reform.  
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