
 
 

 

Ms Sarah Cremin 

Committee Secretariat 

Committee of Public Accounts 

Leinster House 

Kildare Street 

Dublin 2 

D02 XR20 

 

11 May 2022 

 

Ref: S0823 PAC33 

Dear Ms. Cremin, 

I refer to your letter of 6th April 2022 seeking a timeline for digitising records of the Irish Land 

Commission.  

The records of the former Irish Land Commission are held by and are the responsibility of the 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM).  Since the Land Commission was 

dissolved in the 1990s responsibility around its work as well as its records passed to the Legal 

Services Division of DAFM which has advised that the records are still working documents. In 

this regard, I understand that officials in its Records Branch access the records on a daily basis 

on foot of queries that originate in the DAFM itself or in other agencies such as the Property 

Registration Authority of Ireland.  Members of the public or their legal representatives also 

regularly require access to information held within the records.   

There is significant interest from the public, historians, and genealogists in obtaining access 

to the vast repository of documents relating to the former Irish Land Commission.  I am 

advised that the records are stored at a DAFM facility in Portlaoise.  They exist in paper format 

only and many are fragile. Some date back as far as the late 1800’s and are an irreplaceable 

resource should they be damaged. The records include substantial quantities of title deeds 

deposited with the Land Commission by landed families as proof of ownership of land. 
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The collection is vast with over 8 million records.  Recently DAFM announced a digitisation 

project whereby 200 of the handwritten finding aids would be digitised for ease of access for 

researchers and the general public, thereby protecting against damage to the paper files. 

The National Archives, an office of the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 

and Media, is in regular contact with the Department of Agriculture in relation to these 

records.  In September 2021, the National Archives was contacted by officials in the DAFM 

seeking advice on commissioning a conservation and archive report on the records.  An on-

site meeting took place in the National Archives to assess the level of conservation required.  

Advice was offered in relation to creating digitised access to the Land Commission finding aids 

through a searchable database.   

The timelines for digitisation of finding aids and public release are matters for the Department 

of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  In the meantime, Committee Members may be 

interested in the report and you-tube video at this link that relate directly to the question at 

hand https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/treasure-trove-includes-record-

for-almost-all-land-in-ireland-1.4762067  

The National Archives will continue to offer its advice and expertise to the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and Marine in relation to the Land Commission records. 

I hope this addresses the Committee's requests and should the members have any further 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely 

 
___________________________ 

Katherine Licken 

Secretary General 
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