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5 April 2021 

Sarah Cremin 
Committee Secretariat 
Committee of Public Accounts 
 
Ref: S0814 PAC33 

 

Dear Ms. Cremin, 

I refer to your letter dated 16 March 2022, regarding the delay in the laying of the 
Travellers’ Protection Fund, Travel Agents’ and Tour Operators’ Bond Accounts 2020 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas.   

The audited accounts were received by the Department from the Commission for 
Aviation Regulation (CAR) on 28 October 2021, which was within one month of the 
signature on the audit certificate from the Comptroller and Auditor General, dated 29 
September 2021. Under Circular 24 of 2021, the accounts should then have been laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas by 28 December 2021. 

On receipt by the Department the accounts were subject to financial analysis by 
NewERA, a process which required subsequent engagement from the Department to 
clarify the new legal mechanisms introduced by S.I. No. 219 of European Union (Package 
Travel) Regulations 2020. This process concluded on 20 December 2021. A ministerial 
submission was made to the Minister of State on 22 December 2021, however there 
were delays in the internal approval process due to the Christmas period and strict 
prioritisation of submissions in the New Year. The submission was approved on 17 
February 2022 and the accounts were laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 18 
February 2022.  

It has been decided that from this year, the draft financial accounts will be provided to 
NewERA for financial analysis while they are being audited by the C&AG, with a view to 
expediting the laying process when the final accounts are received. In addition, the 
Department will ensure that financial accounts are given high prioritisation for 
Ministerial approval in future, in order to meet the requirements of Circular 24 of 2021 
and eliminate any unnecessary delays. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Ken Spratt 
Secretary General 
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