
 

Lána Líosain, Baile Átha Cliath, D02 TR60, Éire 

Leeson Lane, Dublin 2, D02 TR60, Ireland 

T +353 1 6041348 | secretarygeneral@transport.gov.ie 

www.gov.ie/transport  

 

28 March 2022 
 

Sarah Cremin  
Committee Secretariat  
Committee of Public Accounts 
Leinster House  
Dublin 2 D02 XR20 
 
Ref: S0806 PAC33 
 

Dear Ms Cremin 
 
I refer to your correspondence dated 15 March 2022 whereby additional information has been 
requested by the Committee of Public Accounts arising from the meeting on 3 March 2022.  
Please find clarifications as requested: 
 

The Department of Transport engaged extensively with D/ECC on the modelling for the 
transport sector for both CAP19 and CAP21, and on the marginal abatement cost analysis that 
was used to inform decarbonisation scenarios. A detailed car fleet model, calibrated to use 
Irish scrappage rates observed between 2015 and 2019 and distinguishing between new sales 
and second-hand imports (predominantly from the UK) was used to predict the profiles of the 
car fleet as it evolves between 2019 and 2030.  
 
The total car fleet was assumed to grow by around 183,000 additional private cars per annum 
(140,000 new and 43,000 2nd -hand imports), resulting in a 12.3% growth in the total car fleet 
‘on-the road’ in 2030 (i.e. broadly in line with the predicted demographic growth over this 
period). Given assumptions regarding the take up of fully electric and hybrid electric vehicles 
(EVs) have a substantial impact on the emission reductions achieved in any given future year, 
a number of scenarios were modelled based on all future vehicle sales becoming 100% electric 
by a given year. Our core scenario assumes plug-in electric vehicles rising to 100% of new 
private car sales (80% battery electric vehicles and 20% plug-in hybrid electric vehicles) by 
2029. This uptake profile delivers around 845,000 plug-in electric private cars ‘on the road’ in 
2030. There are over 53,000 EVs on the road as of the end of February 2022. 
 
The SEAI purchase grant scheme aims to encourage behavioural change and support the 
Government’s commitment to achieving a 51% reduction in transport emissions by 2030. The 
grant schemes are kept under continuous review to ensure that they are as effective as 
possible in driving the decarbonisation effort.  
 
On July 1st 2021, the grant process was changed so that only vehicles that had a retail price 
of under €60,000 were eligible for grants. This decision was made to ensure that government 
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funds were not being sent on subsidising high-cost vehicles and to keep the focus on 
affordability. 
 

In addition, the Department of Transport convened the Electric Vehicle Policy Pathway (EVPP) 
Working Group to produce a roadmap to achieving the 2030 EV target. The EVPP Working 
Group comprises senior officials and has considered regulatory, financial, and taxation policies 
to help drive a significant ramp-up in passenger EVs and electric van sales.   
  
The recommendations of the EVPP Working Group were approved by Government and the 
full report is now available online. 
 
To support the transition to EVs, the Group recommended that the generous suite of EV 
supports already in place in Ireland should be retained until at least end-2022. Additional 
measures to further incentivise EVs and/or disincentive fossil-fuelled vehicles will also be 
necessary.  
 
As such, the report recommended that cost-effective, targeted policy supports should 
continue to be developed and strengthened over the coming years and that an office for low 
emission vehicles should be established, as a matter of priority, to co-ordinate the 
implementation of existing and future EV measures and infrastructure. This new office should 
also take charge of developing and launching an extensive communication and engagement 
campaign, whole-of-Government in coverage, to drive the availability and understanding of 
key information regarding EVs, tailored to household, business and public sector consumers. 
Work is now under way to establish an office for low emission vehicles within the Department 
of Transport. 
 
Overall, the Department is acutely aware that the cost of electric vehicles remains an issue for 
many consumers. To this end, electric vehicle policy is kept under continuous review with a 
view to making low-emission vehicles affordable. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Ken Spratt 
Secretary General
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