
 
 

Clerk of the Public Accounts Committee 

Dail Eireann, Leinster House 

Dublin 2 

16 March 2022 

 Ref: S0738 PAC33 

 

Dear Mr. Hughes 

I refer to your letter of 31 January in relation to the preparation of appropriation accounts for 

2021. 

The Department is of course very mindful of the key role of the PAC as part of the overall 

system for accountability for state expenditure, and always treats the views and requests of 

the committee in that context. As you know, the Department had already agreed to consider 

a range of possible changes to the appropriation account framework for 2022, on foot of the 

views of the committee.  

In respect of the changes proposed in relation to accounting officer remuneration for 2021 

accounts, you will appreciate that this request is coming very late in terms of the timeframe 

for preparation and sign off for the accounts. 

However, in view of the importance the Committee has attached to the issue, and in the 

interest of seeking to help the Committee in its role, the Department will issue further 

instructions, providing for the additional requirement for the disclosure of the remuneration 

of the accounting officer for the period 2021 and a comparative for 2020. Given the timescale 

involved, this disclosure will for 2021, be based on the remuneration associated with the 

grade. The Department will also consider whether this disclosure should be broadened for 

2022. I also want to make you aware that the Department will also be issuing a technical 

adjustment in respect of the note on legal costs at this time. 

Finally, I would appreciate if, in the future, any further requests or views of the Committee 

arise, that the Committee would provide appropriate notice to the Department. The 

Department will of course be happy to engage with the Committee on such issues. 
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Yours sincerely 

 

______________ 

David Moloney 

Secretary General  
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