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Oifig an Ard-R(mai 
An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara, Baile Atha Cliath, DO2 WK12. 
Office of the Secretary General 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Dublin, DO2 WK12. 

Ref: S0677 PAC33 

Lf-Jt,,t- February 2022 

Ms Sarah Cremin 

Committee of Public Accounts 

Leinster House 

Dublin 2 002 XR20 

Dear Ms Cremin, 

Telephone: (01) 607 2184 / 2134 
Facsimile: (01) 662 1739 

I refer to your letter dated 13 December 2021 regarding the meeting of the Committee of 

Public Accounts on 28 September 2021 at which they considered correspondence in relation 

to the awarding of a construction contract by Horse Sport Ireland. You have requested 

specifically an information note regarding the Department's compliance and governance 

controls in respect of grants paid to Horse Sport Ireland. 

Horse Sport Ireland {HSI} is a company limited by guarantee. It is not a State Body established 

by legislation and it is operationally independent of my Department. The governance and 

financial controls carried out by the Department are governed by DPER Circular 13/2014. 

HSI is under the control of a Board which comprises a mix of representational industry-elected 

members, a Chairman and three Government appointees selected along PAS lines. 

The Ministerial nominees are appointed for five years with eligibility for reappointment by 

the Minister for a successive term. The industry appointed nominees are appointed for three 

years, with eligibility for a successive term following an election process, as set out in the 

Horse Sport Ireland Constitution. 

In 2017, the lndecon Report, as commissioned by the Department of Agriculture, Food and 

the Marine was published. This was an external Corporate Governance review of the 
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registration, employment regulations and any other statutory requirements, regulations and 

byelaws, if those checks are deemed necessary. 

The Department has been briefed by HSI about a proposal to establish of a more extensive 

headquarters and a national centre of excellence. It is envisaged that the centre will provide a world 

class environment for the production of horses, provision of equine services, industry training and 

promotion. The latter will be the subject of a construction contract and have regard to public 

procurement guidelines. I wish to advise that my most recent information is that the Centre of 

Excellence project is still being progressed as the options are still under consideration and a proposal 

will be put to the HSI Board before going to public tender for the construction of the new facility. 

Yours sincerely 

Brendan Gleeson 

Secretary General 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
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