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Committee Secretariat 
Committee of Public Accounts 
Leinster House 
Dublin 2 D02 XR20 

8 February 2022 

Ref: S0708 PAC33 

Dear Ms Cremin, 

Garda 
Ombudsman 

I refer to your correspondence dated 10 January 2022 which was addressed to my 
predecessor as Chairperson of the Garda Sfochana Ombudsman Commission (GSOC), Ms 
Justice Mary Ellen Ring. This correspondence, arising from the Committee of Public Accounts 
discussion at its meeting on 16 December 2021, sought details of the impact that industrial 
relations issues in the Garda Sfochana is having on GSOC investigations and what particular 
aspects of our work is affected by the dispute. 

In previous correspondence to the Committee dated 14 December 2021, GSOC provided 
information on the implications for our investigations arising from the industrial action 
which has been taken by some Garda officers at Superintendent rank since July 2021. A 
further update is provided below in response to your request. 

As a result of this industrial action, these Gard a officers have withdrawn from work they 
consider outside of their core duties. Such duties include the investigation of complaints 
involving alleged breaches of discipline which are referred to them by GSOC under section 
94 of the Garda Sfochana Act, 2005, as amended. 

Section 94 investigations are referred for investigation to the Garda Sfochana for either 
supervised investigation, where the Garcia investigation is supervised by GSOC, or 
unsupervised investigation, which is managed by the Garda Senior Investigation Officer 
(GSIO) to whom the case is assigned. In the normal course of events, these investigations are 
required to be completed in a timescale of between 16 and 20 weeks. 

The dispute has impacted the completion of some disciplinary investigations within the 
statutory time lines and resulted in delays outside the control of GSOC. No criminal 
investigations are impacted. 

As of 4 February 2022, GSOC currently has a total of 345 cases referred to Garda Sfochana 

Investigation Officers (GSIO's) for unsupervised investigations under section 94(1). Of this 

total, 305 cases have been assigned since July 2021 when the industrial action commenced. 

In addition, there are a total of 77 cases referred to GSIO's for supervised investigations 

under section 94(5) of the Act, 38 of which have been assigned since July 2021. 

GSOC has been notified of 81 cases (77 relating to unsupervised and 4 to supervised 

investigations) which are not being progressed . Forty Garda Senior Investigative Officers, at 

the rank of Superintendent and Chief Superintendent, have informed GSOC that they are not 

engaging with GSOC investigations as a result of the industrial relations dispute. 
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GSOC has been advised today that An Garda Sfochana has put in place measures to alleviate 

any backlog in investigation of these complaints and it is expected that this will result in the 

backlog being addressed without undue delay. GSOC will continue to keep in close contact 

with the Garda Sfochana and to monitor the cases affected and keep relevant complainants 

informed. 

I trust that the above information is helpful in addressing the Committee's queries in these 

matters. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ 
Rory Maccabe 

Chairperson 
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